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7 Reshaping Strategic Flexibility in the ROK-US Alliance
® Taehwa Hong

Strategic flexibility—the idea that US troops stationed in
South Korea could be redeployed beyond the Korean penin-
sula—could become one of the most contentious issues in
the alliance, eclipsing cost-sharing. A sustainable approach
requires a multi-layered strategy, including four components
a South Korean foreign policy advisor proposes here, that reba-
lances the alliance for the twenty-first century.

25 Africa’s Wars on Women
® Ron Matthews and Asiimwe Mercy

Sexual violence—used intentionally to terrorize communities
and humiliate enemies by demonstrating their inability to
protect women—seems to have become the norm in Africa.
There is an urgent need both to fund support for victims, with
aid having been slashed in recent years, and to address the insti-
tutional neglect contributing to a sense of perpetrator impunity.

45 NuCLEAR ALLIES?

47 Friendly Proliferation and the Future of the Japan-US Alliance
m Evan Braden Montgomery and Toshi Yoshihara

The US appears to be on the verge of a new grand strategy
debate: whether to encourage (or at least allow) friendly pro-
liferation. Yet, as can be seen in the case of Japan, the case
for friendly proliferation is extremely weak as it is unlikely to
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117 Reconceptualizing Spheres of Influence with China
m Lyle J. Goldstein

Embracing a spheres of influence-based concept could offer the
most realistic pathway to peace and security in the Asia-
Pacific. Despite deeply embedded skepticism, Beijing is likely
to be reasonably attracted to the idea to construct a “new
type of great power relations.” But spheres are not necessarily
geographic, and there are at least four historical and culrural
reasons why South Korea and Japan would not fall in a
Chinese sphere.

135 The Cassandra Trap: How Beijing Could Come to Doubt Its Own
Digital Oracles
m Philip B.K. Potter

The Chinese Communist Party has fully embraced artificial
intelligence as the foundation of its strategies for governance
and social control. Beijing’s gamble is that Al can substitute
for trust, but because Al models can never be fully transparent,
trust in their outputs is vulnerable to collapse; therein lies the
trap. This “Cassandra trap” may one day prove its undoing—a
system built to provide omniscience instead risks producing
doubt and paralysis.

149 Race to the Bottom: The Growing Contest for Subsea Territory
and Resources

m Geoffrey F. Gresh and Hayoun Ryou-Ellison

Despite China’s rare earths dominance, one frontier still exists:
the deep sea. But a larger competition to map and name under-
sea features, which could help a country pursue new areas for
rare earth elements extraction, is underway. As the US now
enters the race at a significant disadvantage, it has a valuable
opportunity to use its alliance with Japan to advance mutual
interests.
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