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3 Focus
The Israeli-U.S. Strikes on Iran:
A Strategic Blunder

By Daryl G. Kimball

4 |In Brief

Notable Quotable

By the Numbers

On the Calendar

Five Years Ago in ACT

—over photo: Devastation caused by the U.S. atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki, Japan, August 9, 1945 as it looked March 17, 1948. (Photo by U.S. Department of
Energy/Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory/Handout via REUTERS)

Current Journal Content

Arms Contral

Volume 55 * Number 6 ¢ July/August 2025

Features

6  Eighty Years After the Atomic Bomb Attacks,
My Mother’s Stories Still Haunt Me
By Masako Wada
A survivor of the U.S. nuclear attack on Nagasaki shares
memories and lessons from that fateful day as geopolitical

instability and the threat of nuclear weapons use are again
on the rise.

10 What Happens Now With Iran? An Interview
With Wendy Sherman, Chief U.S. Negotiator
for the 2015 Iran Nuclear Deal
Sherman, the former U.S. deputy secretary of state, says

“we must persist” in pursuing a diplomatic solution to the
impasse over Iran’s nuclear program.

14 Brokered Bargaining in Nuclear South Asia:
U.S. Mediation in the India-Pakistan
Pahalgam Crisis

By Moeed W. Yusuf

With no serious bilateral escalation control mechanisms on
the horizon, the United States and other third parties will
remain critical to South Asian crisis stability.
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and the surge of weapons
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that benefit Mexican gun cartels.

The Arms Control Association (ACA), founded in 1971, is a
nonprofit membership organization dedicated to promoting
public understanding and support for effective arms control
policies, Through its media and public education programs
and its magazine Arms Control Today, ACA provides
policymakers, journalists, educators, and the interested
public with authoritative information and analyses on
arms control, proliferation, and global security issues,
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Special Issue: Migration and Borderlands: Ethnographic Explorations from India
Guest Editor: Salah Punathil
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Introduction

Migration and borderlands: ethnographic explorations from India
Salah Punathil

Articles

Moving borders in South Asia
Swargajyoti Gohain

Infrastructures of (im)mobility: maps, mines, militarization, and the making of remote
borderland in Kargil
Priya Bose

The ongoing partition: narratives of belonging and separation in the borderland of Kargil,
Ladakh
Malvika Sharma

In-between borders: mapping belonging and citizenship in the Bengal borderland
Ritapriya Nandy

Identity, migration and embedded cosmopolitanism: interrogating multiple Muslim identities
in Assam
Shofiul Alom Pathan

Citizenship revocation and ruptures in lifeworlds: analysing the aftermath of the national
register of citizens in Assam
Debasreeta Deb

The poiesis of new migrant subjectivities: resistance and re-signification in Miya poetry
Deepshikha Behera

Practising border: contextualising criminality of mobility at the West Bengal-Bangladesh
border
Mrinalini Subba

Migrant aspirations, migrating dreams: belonging, materiality, and migration in urban
Darjeeling
Rahul Ganguly
Note
Testing the limits of statism: concluding reflections on migrations and Borderlands
Sasheej Hegde
Book Reviews
Plantation worlds, by Mann Barua
Prithiraj Borah
Terror capitalism: Uyghur dispossession and masculinity in a Chinese city, by Darren Byler
Rana Abhyendra Singh
(Continues on next page)
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821 Insurgency in India’s Northeast: Identity Formation, Postcolonial Nation/State-Building, and
Secessionist Resistance, by Jugdep S. Chima and Pahi Saikia
Derhasat Narzary

823 Remembering musical childhoods in Vietnam: 1931-1975, by Tina A. Huynh
Ririn Mamiek Wulandari

Media Review

827 Revealing the bitter truth of the past violence and its racism
Wahyudi Akmaliah
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CONTENTS

RESEARCH ARTICLES
129  Space security in Indo-Pacific: an Indonesian perspective
Arfin Sudirman and Taufik Rachmat Nugraha

141 Ideological alliances: Bangladesh’s role in the geopolitical chess game of the Indo-Pacific region
Tamim Muntasir and Shafi Md Mostofa

158 COVID-19 infodemic in Southeast Asia: regionalism approach and responses
Fadhila Inas Pratiwi, Citra Hennida, Siti Rokhmawati Susanto, Philipus Mikhael,
Rayhan Amadheya Totokusumo, and Dea Viona

177 Why did the U.S. advisory effort in Vietnam fail?
Jason Cooley
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CONTENTS

Special Issue: The Rise of South Korea in the International Relations of Space
Guest Editors: Su-Mi Lee and Saadia M. Pekkanen

RESEARCH ARTICLES
1 The evolving trajectories of South Korea’s space security: challenges and Opportunities
Su-Mi Lee

14 South Korea's Geoeconomic Strategy in Space, Driving Factors and Challenges
Wonjae Hwang

30  The U.S.-South Korea alliance and space cooperation
Scott A. Snyder

42 “Strengthening the weakest link in the U.S.~Japan-South Korea triangle: impetus for and likely effects
of space security cooperation”
Tongfi Kim

56 Sino-US rivalry and South Korea's strategic choice for security and space policy: a neoclassical realist
perspective
Jongseok Woo

71 South Korea's Engagement in Asian Regional Outer Space Institutions: Economics, Security, and
Institutional Design
Kristi Govella

90  Space in the international relations of Asia: a guide to technology, security, and diplomacy in a
strategic domain
Saadia M. Pekkanen
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161 China in 2024: Xi Jinping’s “Rejuvenation,” Control, and Self-Sufficiency
Goals Intensify Economic Slowdown and Geopolitical Standoff
SHALE HOROWITZ

175 Japan in 2024: Money Politics Interrupts Liberal Democratic Party
Dominance, Again
AMY CATALINAC

189 India in 2024: Modi Weakened, but Still Dominant
CHRISTOPHER CLARY

202 Pakistan in 2024: Reconstituting a Hybrid Regime
MATTHEW J. NELSON

214 South Korea in 2024: Political Uncertainty, Economic Challenges,
and Cultural Ascendancy
YOUNGJAE JIN

228 North Korea in 2024: Kim Jong Un’s Multidimensional Strategies
for Regime Consolidation
DOHEE KIM AND HAYAM KIM

239 Taiwan in 2024: A Rocky Start to the Democratic Progressive Party’s
Unprecedented Third Term
CHUNG-LI WU AND ALEX MIN-WEI LIN

252 Vietnam in 2024: Death in the Family
MINH D. TRINH

263 Indonesia in 2024: Prabowo, Patronage, and Power Plays
MICHAEL BUEHLER

275 Thailand in 2024: Political Stalemate Continues
ERIK MARTINEZ KUHONTA

286 Malaysia in 2024: Holding Steady but Aiming High
MEREDITH L. WEISS
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297 The Philippines in 2024: Dueling Dynasties, Disruptive Threats
ARIES A. ARUGAY AND JEAN ENCINAS-FRANCO

308 The United States and Asia in 2024: Evolving Contours
of Cooperation and Competition
SHEENA CHESTNUT GREITENS

323 Cambodia in 2023 and 2024: Hun Manet Rules, but His
Father’s Shadow Looms Large
BOPHA PHORN AND NEIL LOUGHLIN

336 Laos in 2024: Settling into Debt Distress
KEITH BARNEY

348 Mongolia in 2023 and 2024: Economic Recovery
and International Attention
TAMIR CHULTEMSUREN AND JULIAN DIERKES

359 Singapore in 2023 and 2024: Pursuing Stability amid Precarity
WALID JUMBLATT ABDULLAH
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VOLUME 65 « NUMBER 3 « MAY/JUNE 2025

369 Contacting, Petitioning, and Satisfaction with Government
Responsiveness: Nationwide Survey Evidence from China
JUNIUS F. BROWN

403 An Incomplete Bargain: Reading Indian Federalism through the Jammu
and Kashmir Constituent Assembly
ROUF DAR AND LOUISE TILLIN

429 Ethnic Identity, Salience of Politics, and Democratic Participation:
A Comparative Study of Ethnic Majority and Minority Communities
in the Sundarbans, in Coastal India
NISHA BELLINGER, AKASH SHARMA, SHYAMASREE DASGUPTA, AND
SALEH AHMED

459 Toward a Political Model of Soft Power: An Empirical Evaluation
of South Korean Foreign Policy
JENNA GIBSON AND FELICIA ISTAD

496 Renouncing the Cyber War: Japan’s Risk-Based Approach to Cybersecurity
SOFIYA SAYANKINA
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SPECIAL ISSUE: TRUMP 2.0 AND ASIA

525 Sino-American Relations: Enduring a Turbulent Trump 2.0 Presidency
STEVE CHAN AND WEIXING HU

555 Taiwan’s Security Uncertainty and Response Strategy Under the Second
Trump Administration
LONG PIAO

579 US-India Relations in the Trump-Modi Era: Convergence alongside
Strategic Autonomy
CHRISTOPHER CLARY

605 Fading Spotlight? Prospects and Pathways for the US—Pakistan
Relationship under Trump 2.0
FAHD HVMAYUN

624 US-South Korean Relations at a Crossroads: Uncertainty and Challenges
under the Second Trump Administration
YONG CHOOL HA AND WANG HWI LEE

647 Trump 2.0 and North Korea: There Will be No Reconciliation
DAVID C. KANG AND NOELLE C. TROUTMAN

666 Strategy of Anchoring: Japan, the United States, and the International
Order under Trump 2.0
AYUMI TERAOKA

702 Evaluating the Prospects for US-Southeast Asia Relations under the
Second Trump Administration
RALF EMMERS AND CATHERINE JONES
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Vol. 32, No. 1 Asia-Pacific

Spring 2025 review

Contents

Pioneering a New Era of Japan-US Relations— Japan’s
Course and the New US Administration: Nakasone Peace
Institute Proposals

MORI SATORU, KAWASHIMA SHIN, HOSOYA YUICHI,

HIROSE YOKO AND NISHINO JUNYA 1
Analysis of the 2024 US Presidential Election

NISHIYAMA TAKAYUKI 16
The Trump Administration’s Domestic Health Policy and

Global Health

YAMAGISHI TAKAKAZU 35

The Second Trump Administration’s Foreign Engagement and
Its Geostrategy Toward the Four Regions
MORI SATORU 54

Australia, Japan, and a Middle Power Approach to Securing
Prosperity in Global Disorder

SHIRO ARMSTRONG 80
Xi Jinping and China’s Domestic Politics
TARUMI HIDEO 112

The Genesis of Japan’s Development Assistance: From the
Post-War Recovery Period to the Late 1970s
KATO HIROSHI 119
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Articles
Christian Zionism and the crisis of meaning in post-Mao China 149
Gideon Elazar
Local responses and resilience to water risks in rural China: Strategic 170
disengagement in water governance
Lu Chen
Contemporary Chinese arts on ageing and the poetics of accumulation 190
Pang Laikwan
The moral economy of property sales in Hong Kong’s lineage communities 214

Kwok-shing Chan

Research note
Party inspection and its political function in China 237
Jinting Deng and Maogi Tan

-

Book reviews
Betting on Macau: Casino Capitalism and China’s Consumer Revolution 259
Tim Simpson, reviewed by Paul Franke

China’s High-Tech Repression Against Uyghurs: Novel Theoretical Insights 260
Lacin Idil Oztig and Abdurresit Celil Karluk, reviewed by Alessandra Cappelletti

Chinese Daigou: An Ethnography of Brokerage Practices and Mobility Politics 262
in Globalized China
Zhuoxiao Xie, reviewed by Eva P, W. Hung

Entrepreneurs in Contemporary China: Wealth, Connections, and Crisis 264
Xiaoying Qi, reviewed by Yue Yang

Sentimental Republic: Chinese Intellectuals and the Maoist Past 266
Hang Tu, reviewed by Matthew Galway
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ARTICLES

Vanishing Quotas: Tibetan Political Disenfranchisement in Xi Jinping’s
New Era of Han-Centrism
James Leibold and Devendra Kumar o 1

The Limits of Socialist Mercantilism: China’s Corporate Expansion Abroad
Andrew G. Walder + 30

The New Rural Elite Associations in China’s Rural Governance
Tan Zhao and Zhengyun Zhong « 56

Defending Hierarchy in the Name of Equality: The Statist Metamorphosis
of China’s New Left
Clyde Yicheng Wang « 82
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Ning Leng and Elizabeth Plantan « 107

REVIEWS

Fractured China: How State Transformation Is Shaping China’s Rise,
by Lee Jones and Shahar Hameiri
Andrew Mertha + 134
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Joshua Eisenman o 140
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Feng Zhang « 143

Global Civil Society and China, by Anthony J. Spires
Teresa Wright o 145
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7 Global Swing States and the New Great Power Competition
 Richard Fontaine and Gibbs McKinley

Policymakers should focus on these six “global swing states”
that will together exert disproportionate influence over the

8 future of international order. That requires the United States
to deal with each, not simply as a pawn in great-power compe-
tition, but as an important country in their own right with
interests that differ from, but can ultimately align with, those
of the US.

29 Iran’s Strategic Crossroads: Options Beyond the Axis?
® Mahsa Rouhi

Events of 2023-2024, culminating with the collapse of the
Assad regime in Syria, have brought Iran’s regional strategy
—a triad of ballistic missile capabilities, nuclear latency, and
a decentralized network of regional armed partners—to a
moment of reckoning. Will Tehran double down on support
for the “Axis of Resistance,” or pivot toward regional diplo-
macy and economic normalization? The answer will define a
new phase in Middle East geopolitics.

43 China’s Strategic Calculus: It’s Not Just About Economics
m Gangsheng Bao

X, Beijing’s strategic decisions, such as its response to US tariffs,
3 often confound Western policymakers and analysts, risking
dangerous miscalculations, because of the unique logic of
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China’s political system. The key to understanding China’s be-
havior is understanding five key strategic considerations that
this political system shapes for Beijing.

59 Surprising Stability in the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands Since 2012
® Duan Xiaolin and Hao Yufan

Since 2012, the Diaoyu/Senkaku islands dispute has surpris-
ingly stabilized, with Tokyo and Beijing both taking steps to
reduce tensions. Although the risk of territorial crisis
remains, overlooking three elements of Beijing’s restraint—
tamping down on popular nationalism, limiting escalatory
posture, and prioritizing economic development—could lead
to misunderstanding China’s overall strategy.

77 Protecting Undersea Cables and South Korea’s Role
m Amy Paik

The growing frequency of high-profile undersea cable disrup-
tions have exposed the extent to which global connectivity
hinges on their integrity and vulnerabilities. Despite their stra-
tegic significance, these cables remain insufficiently protected.
South Korea, home to one of the world’s largest fiber-optic
cable manufacturers and consistent with its vision to become
a global pivotal state, is uniquely positioned to spearhead
efforts in advancing undersea cable governance.

93 NucLEAR FORTRESS AMERICA?

95 Can the Iron Dome Be Transmuted into a Golden Dome?
m Steve Fetter and David Wright

Israel’s apparent success in defending against Iranian ballistic
missile attacks in 2024 has stimulated renewed interest in
missile defense. This experience, however, has little or no rel-
evance to defending against long-range nuclear missiles, which
would be equipped with countermeasures and require different
defensive systems. There remains no basis for believing an
effective defense is possible against long-range nuclear-armed
missiles.
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115 European Deterrence at a Crossroads: French and British Nuclear

Options
m Astrid Chevreuil

The war in Ukraine and Donald Trump’s second term have
intensified European conversations about diversifying nuclear
options. The two established European nuclear powers have
a valuable opportunity to create additional nuclear security
guarantees for their European allies and reinforce the long-
term credibility and resilience of Europe’s collective security
framework.

133  WINNING THE TECH COMPETITION

135 America’s Advantages: Contending with China’s Tech Rise
® Andrew Kennedy

While the US remains an impressive leader in many regards,
China’s recent emergence as a technology power is nothing
short of remarkable. The good news is that the US has three
distinctive strengths that China has no chance of replicating

" in the foreseeable future; the bad news is that the US has neg-
lected these strengths in recent years—a neglect poised to
become more pronounced in the years to come.

153  Winning the Defining Contest: The US-China Artificial Intelli-
gence Race
m Brandon Kirk Williams

Two events in the waning months of 2022 inaugurated a new
era of US-China artificial intelligence and innovation compe-
tition, the defining geopolitical contest of the twenty-first
century. What is at stake? And what should the United
States do to preserve preeminence in this defining contest in
the decades ahead?
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