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US POLITICS

Harris and Trump lock horns in high
stakes campaign

Kamala Harris has been the flavour of the
month in August, following her unexpected
nomination as the Democratic Party’s candidate
for the presidency following the withdrawal of
President Joe Biden. Harris also announced Tim
Walz, Governor of Minnesota as her choice for
running mate via social media on August 6th.
The official anointment, as it were, took place
during the Democratic National Party
Convention which was held from August 19 to
August 22, 2024 in Chicago, Illinois.

The convention, as far as such events go, was
the wusual raucous affair, designed to
reinvigorate the party faithful. It was replete
with endorsements by a galaxy of political
luminaries from former presidents Bill Clinton
to Barack Obama to other pillars of the
Democratic Party, and popular entertainment
personalities who have traditionally supported
the Democrats. It provided Harris the
opportunity to make up for her late start in the
race and The momentum was reflected in
spiralling donations to the campaign with
Harris raising over $261 million in August,
more than double that of the Trump campaign
which collected $130 million. Overall, the
Harris campaign chest swelled to $404 million,

with Trump trailing at $295 million.

The Trump campaign was caught floundering
by the sudden switch in candidate on the
Democratic side, something Trump keeps
bemoaning about, every now and then. While
he is Teflon coated when it comes to making
outrageous comments, the same cannot be said
of his running mate, J.D. Vance, who has

provided much fodder for trolls and memes. A

highlight for the Trump campaign in August
was the endorsement of Robert F. Kennedy Jr,
maverick scion of the Kennedy dynasty, who
had also been running for President as an
independent (after first contesting for the
Democratic nomination). This was reportedly
in return for an assurance from Trump that he
would find a place in his Administration, if
elected. Another prominent endorsee was
former Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard, who
had stood for the Democratic nomination for
President in 2020.

Harris has also been courting and obtaining
endorsement from Republicans who are anti-
Trump. In a significant show of support more
than 200 Republican staffers who previously
worked for former US President George W
Bush and George HW Bush published a letter
of support for Harris, warning of the dangers of

another “chaotic” Trump administration.

The polls have shown a tight race between
Harris and Trump, with some data suggesting
that Harris has a slight lead in the key
battleground states of Wisconsin, Pennsylvania
and Michigan while remaining neck and neck
with Trump in Nevada, Georgia, North Carolina
and Arizona. The importance of these states
cannot be overstated. In 2020, Biden won by
over 7 million votes, but it was the narrow wins
in Georgia, Arizona and Wisconsin that gave
him the necessary numbers in the Electoral
College to propel him to the Presidency. Polling
after the second debate on 10" September will
give a better idea of where each candidate

stands in the hustings.

INDIA-US RELATIONS

e With the India-US 2+2 dialogues
which have generally been annual affairs
not apparently taking place this year,



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsWZm9KDOhQ
https://apnews.com/article/harris-fundraising-trump-democrats-biden-8b41b580ba46d8dbfa2c7ede3b696ff8
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-suggests-he-regrets-biden-debate-1937356
https://slate.com/culture/2024/08/jd-vance-trump-walz-harris-donut-shop-couch-joke-humor.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/08/23/politics/rfk-jr-suspends-campaign/index.html
https://www.vox.com/culture/370504/kennedy-family-jack-schlossberg-rfk-jr-explained
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2024-election/rfk-jr-says-court-filing-endorsing-trump-ending-presidential-hopes-rcna165936?taid=66c8d85fa497bd0001e9e5d3
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/us-news/story/over-200-fomer-republican-presidential-staffer-endorse-democratic-kamala-harris-over-donald-trump-gop-2590153-2024-08-29
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/us/elections/polls-president.html
https://www.npr.org/2020/12/02/940689086/narrow-wins-in-these-key-states-powered-biden-to-the-presidency
https://www.forbes.com/sites/saradorn/2024/09/05/what-to-know-about-next-weeks-harris-trump-debate-including-the-muted-mic-rule/
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presumably because of the election season
in the US, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
embarked on a packed 4-day visit to the US,
starting 23 August 2024. During the course
of his visit, he held bilateral talks with US
Secretary of Defence Lloyd Austin and met
with National Security Advisor Jake

Sullivan. The PIB press release noted that
wide-ranging discussions on bilateral
defence cooperation, industrial
collaboration, regional security and other
international issues took place in the
meeting with Austin. The specific areas
touched upon included the progress made in
operationalising the Indo-Pacific Maritime
Domain Awareness Quad initiative and the
ongoing Indian participation in the
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) to
which India shall deploy Indian Navy
personnel in CMF's Combined Task Force
150 headquarters in Manama, Bahrain by
2025. The progress in the India-US Defence
Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X) for
establishing a Defence Innovation bridge
between the two countries was deemed to
be satisfactory, with the upcoming INDUS
X Silicon Valley Summit in September
2024 expected to witness announcements of

several key initiatives.

The agreements signed in the course of this
visit were the Security of Supplies
Arrangement (SOSA) between India and
US and the Memorandum of Agreement
between India and US regarding the
Deployment of Liaison Officers in various
US Combatant Commands.

According to a press release from the US
DoD, the SOSA aims to provide reciprocal
priority support for goods and services that

promote national defense between the two
countries. It would help both nations
acquire necessary industrial resources from
each other to address unexpected supply
chain disruptions and meet national security
needs. Under this
arrangement, both countries would commit

non-binding

to supporting each other's priority delivery
requests for critical national defence
resources, to the extent possible. The U.S.
would provide such assurances under its
Defense Priorities and Allocations System
(DPAS), while India would establish a
government-industry Code of Conduct
wherein Indian firms would voluntarily
agree to prioritize U.S. support requests.

For the US, SOSASs are crucial for the DoD
to enhance interoperability with U.S.
defence trade partners, especially given the
expanding global supply chain. These
arrangements help establish  working
groups, improve communication,
streamline processes, and proactively
address potential supply chain issues in
various scenarios. They also aid in
developing investment strategies for

redundancy and security.

Other engagements of the RM included an
interaction with the senior leaders of the US
defence industry at a round-table organised
by US India Strategic Partnership Forum in
Washington DC, and a visit to the Naval
Surface Warfare Centre (NSWC) at
Memphis, Tennessee. With the Large
Cavitation Channel (LCC) at NSWC at
Memphis, Tennessee being one of the
world's largest and most technically-
advanced water tunnel facilities for testing

submarines, torpedoes, naval surface ships



https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2048377
https://in.usembassy.gov/dod-india-ministry-of-defence-enter-into-security-of-supply-arrangement/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2048402
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and propellers and, with India intent on
expanding its defence industry, the RMs
visit there was to explore the establishment
of a similar facility in India.

J The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has selected two of its
Gaganyaan astronauts to participate in the
Axiom-4 mission to the International Space
Station (ISS) in collaboration with NASA.
The shortlisted candidates are shortlisted
Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla and
Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair.
Group Captain Shukla will be the prime
mission pilot and Group Captain Nair will
be the backup. The astronauts will begin
their training in August 2024 for the
mission expected to take place in October
2024 for a period fourteen days. According
to an ISRO press release, “during the
mission, the Gaganyatri will undertake
selected scientific research and technology
demonstration experiments on board the
ISS as well as engage in space outreach
activities. The experiences gained during
this mission will be beneficial for the Indian
Human Space Program and it will also
strengthen human space flight cooperation
between ISRO and NASA.”

o Former Foreign Secretary and
Indian Ambassador designate Vinay Mohan
Kwatra arrived in Washington and is
expected to present his credentials to
President Biden shortly. He succeeds
Taranjit Singh Sandhu who served as
Ambassador till 31 January 2024.

° In his remarks at an event in Delhi,
Richard Verma, former US Ambassador to
India, and current Deputy Secretary of State
for Management and Resources, reflected

on his time as Ambassador in Delhi, and
highlighted the positives of the US-India
partnership, describing it as one of progress
and promise. He underscored the
importance of joint efforts in health,
technology, and space exploration.

J The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi
hosted the first U.S.-India Cancer
Moonshot Dialogue on August 5-6,
focusing on cancer research collaboration
between the two nations. The event, held at
the National Institute of Immunology,
featured remarks from U.S. Ambassador
Eric Garcetti and a lecture by Nobel
Laureate Dr. Jim Allison. Participants
included senior officials from U.S. and
Indian government agencies, private sector
leaders, NGOs, and researchers. The
dialogue aims to strengthen biomedical
research  cooperation and  develop
innovative cancer treatments, emphasizing
Al-enabled innovation, novel therapeutics,

and holistic cancer care.
DIASPORA NEWS

The Indian American community was
present in respectable numbers at the
Democratic National Convention in
Chicago. The presence of over 30 delegates
and 40 elected officials from the Indian
American community underscored their
significant role. With an estimated 700,000
eligible Indian American voters in key
battleground states of Arizona, Georgia,
Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, their votes
can make a significant difference. To many
Indian Americans, Harris, being of half
Indian parentage, is viewed as a symbol of
the American dream and someone who



https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2048691
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/india-selects-two-astronaut-designates-for-upcoming-axiom-4-mission-to-international-space-station/article68477978.ece
https://www.isro.gov.in/ISRO_Press_Release_SFA-Signing.html
https://theprint.in/world/kwatra-arrives-in-washington-to-assume-charge-as-indias-new-ambassador-to-us/2220634/
https://www.state.gov/the-united-states-india-a-partnership-of-progress-and-promise-remarks-by-deputy-secretary-of-state-for-management-and-resources-richard-verma/
https://in.usembassy.gov/first-ever-u-s-india-cancer-moonshot-dialogue-held-in-new-delhi
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/large-indian-american-turnout-at-democratic-convention-in-support-of-kamala-harris/articleshow/112821009.cms
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understands the challenges and aspirations
of immigrant communities. Indian
American actress and comedian Mindy
Kaling hosted the third night of the

Democratic National Convention.

CANADA POLITICS

Voter dissatisfaction gets reflected in
opinion polls

The Liberals, with Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau at the helm, continue to decline in
the national polls, with the most recent
survey, conducted from August 14 to 18,
2024 by Abacus data, showing the
Conservatives leading by 17 points
nationally. Conservative supporters said
their vote is more about disliking PM
Trudeau and the Liberals than liking Pierre
Poilievre and the Conservatives.

Taking cognizance of voter dissatisfaction
with both parties, the Canadian Future
Party, a new federal political entity, was
officially launched in Ottawa in August
2024. This party positions itself as a centrist
option for voters dissatisfied with both the
Liberals and Conservatives. Interim party
president Tara McPhail said the new party
is a place for Canadians like her who are
"politically homeless."

INDIA-CANADA RELATIONS

o Indian students in Canada are
feeling the heat after the Canadian
government made changes in the Post-
Graduation Work Permits. Whilst those
who were issued permits before 28
August 2024 aren’t affected, starting 1
September, only students at public or

high-standard private institutions can get
work permits after graduation. Also, only
spouses of students enrolled in master’s,
doctoral, and professional programs will
be allowed to get open work permits. The
government is working on other measures
to reduce the temporary resident
population to 5% of Canada's total
population in three years. In April 2024,
this figure stood at 6.8%

DIASPORA NEWS

After the Southern border of the US,
Indian migrants are now crossing over the
border with Canada into the United States
in record numbers, according to news
reports. According to US border patrol
figures, 5,152 undocumented Indians
entered the US from Canada on foot in
June, surpassing the numbers from
Mexico. Many of them are assisted by
relatives already resident in these two
countries. In 2023, nearly 97,000
undocumented Indian migrants were
“encountered” nationwide, including
more than 30,000 at the Canadian border.
The surge in numbers has also been tied
to the presidential elections and an
expected tightening of immigration
restriction if Trump were to come back to
power.

Migrants have also been using the using
the UK’s transit visa free facility for
travellers to the US and Canada to claim
asylum in the UK while in transit. While
the US has sought a more rigorous visa
screening process by Canada, the UK has
proposed that all Canada-bound Indian
nationals should obtain transit visas for
stopovers.



https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/21/us/politics/mindy-kaling-dnc-host.html
https://abacusdata.ca/canadian-politics-august-2024/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-future-party-launches-1.7294230
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/how-justin-trudeau-is-shattering-indian-students-canadian-dream-what-has-changed-and-what-hasnt-12811467.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/express-exclusive/canadian-visa-in-hand-record-number-of-indians-illegally-enter-us-seek-asylum-in-uk-9545273/
https://www.voanews.com/a/undocumented-indian-migrants-chart-new-path-to-us-via-canada/7564143.html

