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POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

Crisis to cannonade, Editorial, The Express Tribune, 24 June'

As Israel and Iran trade fire to the extent of annihilation, Pakistan has come up with a
categorical stance on the evolving warfare in the region. The National Security
Committee, highest civil-military combine, yesterday reaffirmed Tehran's right to self-
defence, and called for immediate cessation of hostilities. The emergent session under Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif condemned Israel's acts of aggression, and feared that it could lead to
catastrophic results. The committee was reportedly debriefed by the Army Chief Gen Asim
Mounir on the details of his meeting with President Donald Trump last week at the White House,
as the session called for dialogue and diplomacy to tackle the situation in the Middle East.
Islamabad has taken a leap forward in defusing the crisis as it joined Russia and China in tabling
a draft resolution at the UN Security Council demanding ceasefire and protection of civilians.
The bombing of Iranian nuclear facilities by the US has circumvented all prospects of a
negotiated solution, as Iran has vowed to avenge it in days to come by broadening the
scope of retaliation. This is where some critical diplomacy and abject positioning is
desired, and Pakistan is on the mark, sticking to a principled approach of non-violation of
any state's territorial integrity. The crisis at hand, especially the attack on Iranian nuclear

facilities, is a clear breach of International Law — an aspect castigated by the IAEA itself.
A ceasefire, Editorial, The News, 25 June®

As of now, the ceasefire holds tenously, less a product of mutual understanding and more
the result of one man’s volatile diplomacy and a world increasingly fed up with US-Israeli
aggression. There are also those who express frustration that while a ceasefire was
brokered for Iran and Israel, the siege on Gaza continues unabated. The sentiment is
morally justified. Iran, a sovereign nation with strategic capabilities, was able to force a
pause through military deterrence; Gaza, under occupation and blockade, has no such

leverage. Yet this should not be an argument against the Iran-Israel ceasefire, but a compelling

1 https:/ /tribune.com.pk/story/2552304/ crisis-to-cannonade
2 https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail /?id=413163
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call for a broader application of peace. Israel has gone beyond even its own levels of depravity
which continues unchecked, largely due to unwavering American financial and military support.
Without that support, Israel would struggle to maintain even its own defensive systems.
This latest conflict has offered Iran a grim opportunity to demonstrate its resilience and
military competence while also exposing Israel’s overreach and overconfidence. The
bloody nose it received from Tehran sent a clear message: Iran is not a passive target, and any
assault will be met with a response. What happens next is critical. The ceasefire must be upheld,
but it must also be a launching point for the international community Muslim nations,
progressive democracies and neutral mediators alike -- to demand a comprehensive ceasefire that
includes Gaza and holds Israel accountable under international law. This should have
happened right in October 2023 when Israel attacked Gaza. Now, this is a matter of

survival for the whole world: Stop Israel.

Diplomatic win, Editorial, The News, 26 June®

In a time of escalating regional tensions and increasing global polarisation, the success of
Pakistan’s recent diplomatic initiative could not have been timelier or more telling. Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s praise for the high-level delegation led by former foreign minister
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari is not merely political nicety but a recognition of a rare, decisive moment
where Pakistan’s diplomacy outmanoeuvred India’s traditional advantage in international
perception. Over an 11-day tour through key Western capitals, the Pakistani delegation
delivered a powerful and consistent message: that India’s aggression, its refusal to adhere
to international norms and its provocative posturing in South Asia threaten regional and
global stability. The response, both from diplomatic quarters and international media, was
striking. In contrast to India’s traditionally dominant narrative machinery, which often
relies heavily on domestic amplification, Pakistan’s message of peace, restraint and lawful
conduct in the face of naked aggression found unexpected resonance abroad. Today,
Pakistan stands diplomatically vindicated. But the work is far from over. As the Modi
government regroups, and as global attention inevitably shifts, Pakistan must maintain its

narrative, consolidate its gains and keep pushing for international oversight of regional disputes.

3 https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=413392
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Gaza ceasefire now, Editorial, Dawn, 26 June*

The ceasefire between Iran and Israel may have stopped the conflict from spiralling into a
catastrophic regional war. Now, similar diplomatic efforts are needed to end Israel’s brutal
slaughter in Gaza. For 12 days, ever since Israel attacked Iran, the world was glued to the battle,
as any expansion in hostilities would have had seismic effects on the global geopolitical and
economic order. Yet, despite its aggression against Iran, the regime in Tel Aviv continued the
bloodshed in Gaza without pause. Between late May and now, over 500 people have been
killed in the occupied Palestinian territory, with many of the victims cruelly mowed down
as they jostled for food in a Strip that is on the verge of starvation. As the spokesperson for
the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights put it: “The Israeli military must stop
shooting at people trying to get food.” While speaking at the Nato summit in The Hague
on Wednesday, US President Donald Trump said there was “great progress” on a Gaza
ceasefire. The Israel’s Western supporters, who have shed crocodile tears for Iran’s people and
the repression real and imagined they have suffered under their rulers, apparently feel that the
Palestinians, who have undergone far worse under the Israeli genocide, are unworthy of

sympathy. Hypocrisy is astounding.

Minus Imran? Editorial, The News, 27 June’

The passing of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s provincial budget for FY2025-26 has turned into an
unflattering spectacle for the PTI, exposing the rather deep divisions within its ranks as well as
the party’s persistent inability to develop a coherent post-Imran strategy. The controversy,
triggered by the ‘hasty’ passage of the KP budget allegedly without the blessing of PTI
founder Imran Khan, has spiralled into a theatre of the absurd. On one end, KP Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur has defended the move as a constitutional necessity to avert
a crisis a position that is technically sound and politically unavoidable. On the other end,
party stalwarts including General Secretary Salman Akram Raja and even Imran Khan’s

sister Aleema Khan have publicly disapproved of the move, claiming it undermines

4 https://www.dawn.com/news/1920154/gaza-ceasefire-now
5 https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=413658
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Imran’s authority and signals a creeping ‘minus Imran’ campaign. The statement that
“minus Imran has happened” is symbolically devastating for a party that has always presented
itself as an extension of Imran Khan’s persona. In a party where loyalty to the leader often
supersedes institutional thinking, this remark perhaps was not the wisest move. But what’s more
troubling is what it reflects: a growing disconnect between the PTI's internal factions and an
unwillingness to adapt to shifting political realities. Whether one agrees with Gandapur or
not, his core argument that passing a budget is not optional is difficult to dispute. No
provincial government can afford to wait for a go-ahead from a jailed party leader when

constitutional deadlines loom and threats of governor’s rule hang in the air.

SECURITY SITUATION

Terror nexus, Editorial, The Express Tribune, 26 June®

Pakistan has flagged an existential threat that it faces from a fugitive and outlawed
organisation based in Afghanistan. The United Nations Security Council has once again
been informed that Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, the TTP, is freely operating from the West
Asian state, and all efforts on the part of Islamabad to persuade the authorities in Kabul
to move against them have fallen on deaf ears. This past Tuesday, it was brought on record
before the 15-member world body by Pakistan's envoy that the TTP is the largest UN-designated
terrorist group operating from Afghan soil with an estimated strength of around 6,000 fighters,
posing a direct threat to Pakistan's national security. The spike in terrorist activities inside
Pakistan during the last two years is a case in point, and the TTP has now struck a nexus with
other non-state actors including Al-Qaeda and Baloch militant groups. The role of the US and
the UNSC is essential if this simmering threat perception has to be dealt with in a
sophisticated manner so that the evolving geo-economics is saved from waywardness. The

mushrooming of terrorists, incidentally, has taken a new turn as India-backed proxies are

6 https://tribune.com.pk/story/2552670/terrozr-
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now raising their ugly head. The killing of 11 'khwarij' at the hands of security forces
yesterday during intelligence-based operations in K-P amplifies the threat module, and is

in need of being tackled lethally. This evolving trepidation must come to an end

URDU MEDIA

BLF seizes Levies police station in Quetta, seizes all weapons and sets up blockades in

various areas, Daily Sangar, 24 June’

Gwahram Baloch, the spokesperson of the Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF) said in a press
release that BLF accepted the attack carried out on the Levies police station in the Dasht area of
Quetta. In the attack, the Sarmachars seized all weapons and took responsibility for the blockade
in various areas. The spokesperson said that the BLF Sarmachars captured the Spezand Levies
police station located in the Dasht area adjacent to Quetta at 7 pm on June 22, detained all the
Levies personnel present there and seized all the government weapons from them He said that
a squad of Sarmachars set up a blockade in front of the Spezand police station on the
Quetta-Sibi highway and checked vehicles. The Sarmachars also controlled the road
connecting Dasht to Mastung and patrolled all areas, including the Omar Dhor area until
11 pm. He said that the blockade of important and sensitive highways like Quetta, Mastung,
Nushki, taking over the Levies police station and seizing all the weapons is a manifestation of
the successful operational strategy and strength of the BLF leaders. The statement said that the
BLF accepts the responsibility of seizing the government weapons present in the Dasht
Levies police station and reiterated the resolve that such attacks would continue targeting
the occupying forces and their installations until the achievement of an independent

Balochistan.

7 https://dailysangar.online/?p=62565
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Trump, Asim Munir meet, Ishtiaq Beig, Jang, 25 June®

The two-hour lunch meeting between Pakistan's Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir and the
President of the United States (US) Donald Trump at the White House recently is being
described as an unprecedented and historic development in the global arena. This meeting is
considered to be of great importance not only in the context of Pakistan-US relations but
also in the context of the region and Pakistan's internal politics, which has proven to be a
major breakthrough in promoting cooperation between the two countries. During the
meeting, Donald Trump described General Asim Munir as an influential figure and it was
an honor for him to meet him; Field Marshal General Asim Munir thanked US President
Donald Trump for playing a positive role in the recent Pakistan-India war and talked about
Trump’s possible role on the Indus Waters Treaty and the Kashmir issue. Pakistan-US
relations have always been subject to ups and downs in the past, but the recent meeting between
Donald Trump and General Asim Munir has opened a new chapter of warmth in these relations.
There is no doubt that Pakistan’s success in the Indo-Pak war and India’s retreat have
highlighted Pakistan’s strategic importance in the region on a global scale. Seeing Pakistan’s
success, there has also been a change in the American plan to make India the Chaudhry of the
region, Now US President Donald Trump is seeing Pakistan as an emerging power in the
region, which is a welcome development for Pakistan. On the other hand, General Asim
Munir’s successes in the Indo-Pak war, his promotion to the rank of Field Marshal, and
his growing popularity on a global scale have put him among the world’s influential
military leadership and he has emerged as Pakistan’s most powerful figure on a global
scale. Similarly, General Asim Munir’s strong relations with China, Turkey, Saudi Arabia,
and other Gulf countries have also highlighted his importance. General Asim Munir's
reception in the US and his meeting with US President Donald Trump have, on the one hand,
disturbed Indian circles and the Indian media is criticizing this meeting. On the other hand, the
meeting between Donald Trump and General Asim Munir is a slap in the face for the PTI
leadership, which had hoped that the release of Imran Khan would be the top priority of the
Trump administration once Donald Trump came to power. However, the PTI should remember

that relations between countries are based on interests, not personalities.  The meeting

8 https://e jang.com.pk/detail /917554
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between Donald Trump and General Asim Munir is also important for Pakistan’s defense.
In recent days, the US has imposed sanctions on the National Defense Complex and
several other companies associated with the ballistic missile program. The US also has
reservations about Pakistan's purchase of defense equipment, while India is openly
purchasing equipment from around the world for its missile program, but companies
supplying equipment to the Indian missile program are exempt from US sanctions. The
US has never imposed such restrictions on India's missile program, which is a reflection of
America's double standards. If the US wants to improve relations with Pakistan and be friendly,
then the US will have to review its dual policy with Pakistan. In the context of the changing
situation in Afghanistan, the growing influence of China in the region and India’s
aggressive policies, direct contact between the US and the military leadership of Pakistan
1s of utmost importance. But in global politics, where unexpected meetings are considered
important on the one hand, at times they also give rise to some misunderstandings. It is
important to see the meeting of General Asim Munir and Donald Trump in the context of
relations with China, lest this meeting raise questions about Pakistan’s partiality. China is a
reliable friend of Pakistan, which generously helped Pakistan on the defense and diplomatic
levels in the recent India-Pakistan war. Perhaps without China’s help, winning the war with
India would not have been so easy for Pakistan. There is a need for Pakistan's political and
military leadership to visit China soon and convince Chinese officials that General Asim Munir's
meeting with Donald Trump is a normal part of life and an effort to improve relations with the

US will not have any negative impact on Pak-China friendship or CPEC.

A critical juncture for Pakistan, Atahar Qadir Hasan, Roznama Express, 25 June’

The recent war between Iran and Israel has brought the Middle East to a perilous brink.
This situation has become a cause of concern not only for regional countries but also for
the international community. However, President Donald Trump has managed to bring

an end to the war. The tension between Iran and Israel is not new; it has spanned several

9https:/ /www.express.com.pk/epaper/index.aspx?Issue=NP_ISB&Page=Editorial_PageC006&Date=202
50625&Pageno=6&View=1
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decades. Both countries view each other as a threat to regional stability. Israel considers
Iran’s nuclear program and its increasing military presence in the region a serious
challenge to its security. Meanwhile, Iran sees Israel as an occupying state responsible for
the oppression of Palestinians. The recent conflict brought the region to the edge of a major
confrontation. The United States, often seen as a “neighbour” to every country in the
world, has further heightened concerns through its direct military aggression against Iran.
Pakistan, a key player in the region and a neighbour of Iran, could be directly affected by this
tension. I spent last week abroad, where I met with members of the Pakistani diaspora. They are
deeply concerned as they see the clouds of war gathering near Pakistan’s borders, especially since
global powers have frequently expressed their reservations about Pakistan’s nuclear program.
Pakistanis fear that the shadow of this war might extend to their homeland. Pakistan has
maintained nuclear deterrence to counter India’s aggressive ambitions, and this nuclear
capability has always been viewed with suspicion by global powers. In light of this, the
pressing question is: how dangerous could this war become for Pakistan? Among the
concerns of overseas Pakistanis and the international community, Pakistan’s nuclear
program remains a major point of focus. Any large-scale regional conflict is bound to have
repercussions for Pakistan. Although Pakistan has consistently advocated for peaceful relations
with its neighbours and has expressed support for Iran in this conflict, any escalation of war
would inevitably lead to increased regional instability. In such a scenario, Pakistan would come
under intense international pressure. This would be a significant challenge for the country. At
this delicate time, Pakistan’s political and military leadership has shown wisdom and adopted
a policy that has shielded the nation from the raging flames of war. Pakistan has always
supported peace and stability in the Middle East. Historically, Pakistan shares strong fraternal
ties with Iran. In this context, adopting a balanced and cautious strategy is crucial. Pakistan
could play a mediating role to help prevent further escalation. Pakistan’s diplomatic ties with
Iran and major global powers place it in a unique position to pave the way for a peaceful
resolution. Leveraging its important status in the Islamic world, Pakistan can be a strong voice
within the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), advocating for a complete end to
hostilities and the start of peaceful dialogue

JUNE 2025 10



ELECTRONIC MEDIA

Is Iran Upset With Pakistan? & US Attack on Iran: what it means, 7alk Shock with Azaz
Syed, 24 June'

In the ongoing conflict between Iran and Israel, the US has now jumped in and is playing
an active role. US bombed three cities of Iran with its powerful bombs and now after this
development the UN and the European Union has called for ceasefire between the
conflicting nations. The host also pointed out that Russia and some other countries have
criticised the US attack and in the meanwhile the price of oil has grown up on the
international front. In this show the host and the expert discuss about what Iran has lost
or gained in this conflict and what is the attitude of Iran towards Pakistan and also where
Pakistan stands this conflict, is it supporting Iran as a Muslim nation? Azaz Syed pointed
out that US has not achieved anything yet by attacking Iran and by jumping in this conflict,
that is the reason Israel has again attacked the Uranium facilities in Iran. The head of
TIAEA has said that the US attack called the operation midnight Hammer has not been
successful and the satellite images shows that only tunnels have been destroyed. Now after
this, Iran has announced that US has now actively joined in the conflict and now Iran can
attack US anywhere in the Middle East. UAE, Qatar and Iraq has embassies and the US
has started emptying these embassies because most probably they can come under Iran’s
attack. When asked who has given Israel the right to stop Iran and destroy its atomic
facility, when it is itself a nuclear country. Syed pointed out that only powerful countries
make laws, Iran has already signed NPT but at the same time Israel has not signed and
still Israel has attacked Iran. He added that the IAEA was already monitoring the nuclear
facilities and Iran has said that it will use uranium for civil purposes (67%) under a deal
with US but in 2018 when Trump came into power, he cancelled this deal. On 15 June the
US and Iran were supposed to talk on Oman but before that on 13 June Israel attacked
Iran. Iranian Ambassador Raza Amiri in a press conference in Islamabad when asked if
Donald Trump should get Nobel price, he answered that only within three months Trump

has supported Israel and attacked Iran, he is a criminal and that he should not get the

10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=giFtb4jxvwQ
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peace price. Talking about the meeting of Asim Munir with Donald Trump, he pointed
out that this meeting is important and the most important player of the World Trump was
meeting COAS. On domestic level we can criticise Asim Munir but at the international
level he is representing Pakistan and will only think of Pakistan’s favour. On the same
time he added that the army has no experience in dealing political issues. The host pointed
out that it looks like that COAS was kept under dark during the meeting with Trump about
the Iran attack, and that is why PTI is saying that COAS has done a deal with Trump. He
pointed out that Trump knows that Asim Munir is the most powerful person in Pakistan
and that is why he met hi, even during the India-Pakistan conflict Trump called Asim
Munir. Syed pointed out that Iran knows that Pakistan is under pressure and it does not
want the war to come into Pakistan. Iran knows that Pakistan met Trump to make liaison
with US and played the Trump card and COAS met Trump. Iran is not at all angry with
Pakistan but they are happy with the way Pakistan stood by Iran and condemned the
attack. In the Iranian Parliament there was voice of Tashakur Pakistan because in the

Parliament and Senate the leaders condemned the attack on Iran.

Trump under pressure as Ceasefire between Iran and Israel hangs in thin air, Capital

Talk with Hamid Mir, Geo News, 24 June'!

Hamid Mir informed that Donald Trump broke the ceasefire between Iran and Israel but
as immediate was the ceasefire, the violations also came from both side thus breaking the
so called ceasefire. Trump showed his anger towards both countries but he expressed more
anger towards Israel. Trump pointed out that as soon as the ceasefire was in place, Israel
came and dropped a load of bomb the likes of which we have not seen before, and added
that he is not happy with Israel and that Israel and Iran are fighting for so long that they
don’t even know what they are doing. In this episode Hamid Mir asked, will the ceasefire
brooked by Trump will be able to last or not and what will be the future of Middle East.
Also how will it impact Pakistan? Guests: Mushed Hussain-senior Analyst & Azaz

Chaudhary-ex foreign secretary.

11 https://www.geo.tv/shows/capital-talk/610802-trump-under-pressure-as-ceasefire-hangs-in-balance
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Mushed Hussain pointed out that both Israel and India has been thrashed m one by Iran
and another by India. Trump was dragged into the war by Netanyahu and now Trump
has realized that they can’t win the war and therefore he want to come out of the war and
that is why Trump has attacked Netanyahu in front of the whole World and showing his
anger. The Israel lobby will not like it and now Trump is under the radar. He pointed out
that in Pakistan some sections looks towards the west as powerful and therefore were
talking about regime change in Iran but the reality is that the regime change will be in
Israel and that the facts on the ground has changed. He also added that unless the Palestine
issue is resolved there cannot be peace in the Middle East. Right now there is ceasefire and
not peace. This is a historic opening and we need to grab the opportunity and pressure
Israel. Trump should be pressured too as now he has understood that US can’t win the
war with Israel. Azaz Chaudhary pointed out that when Israel attacked Iran there were
commentaries that it was over for Iran and that after that Pakistan will be attacked but it
all proved wrong. Unless the issue of Palestine is resolved this will go on but there is one
thing Iran has come out as a strong opposition to Israel and even US attack could not
shatter Iran. Iran has shaken Israel in these twelve days just like Pakistan did to India in
the four days of attack. He pointed out that the negotiating position of Iran is stronger
and the Arab countries can use this as an opportunity to pressure Israel to resolve the
Palestine issue. But Israel does not want to resolve the issue but at least we can stop the

attack on Gaza and give them self-autonomy.

Pakistan, Afghanistan ties on edge after North Waziristan attack, Kamran Yusuf Vlog,
30 June'?

In the latest episode, journalist Kamran Yusuf discussed two key issues. He began by
highlighting the strained Pakistan-Afghanistan relations following a suicide bombing in
North Waziristan on June 28, 2025. The attack, claimed by the Hafiz Gul Bahadur faction
of the TTP, targeted a military convoy in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan
district near the Afghan border. It killed 13 Pakistani soldiers and injured over two dozen

people, including children, when the explosion caused nearby houses to collapse. This was

12 https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=-S36Jq2gtX A
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one of the deadliest single-day attacks on Pakistani security forces in recent months,
underscoring the TTP’s growing audacity. Yusufnoted that a suicide bomber rammed an
explosive-laden vehicle into the convoy, destroying a security outpost and seizing military
equipment. The attack followed a pattern of TTP operations, with similar incidents in
South Waziristan and other areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Although Pakistan’s
government and security establishment have not officially commented on who supported
the attack, Yusuf suggested that suspicion points toward Afghanistan due to the
involvement of TTP-aligned groups. He mentioned that this was the first major suicide
bombing in some time and that Afghanistan had recently declared it would not allow TTP
cadres to operate from its soil. Yusuf added that Pakistan-Afghanistan relations had
improved in recent months, with China playing a key role in convincing the Taliban to
prevent their territory from being used as a terrorist launching pad against neighboring
countries. A trilateral meeting involving Pakistan, Afghanistan, and China was held in
Beijing to this end. The Taliban not only assured that their soil would not be used to
support terrorism against neighbors but also began relocating TTP cadres from the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border regions to areas deeper inside Afghanistan, in addition to
arresting several such individuals. Yusuf also referenced Pakistan’s Army Chief, Field
Marshal Asim Munir, who, during a recent visit to the United States and in speeches at
various think tanks, stated that since the Taliban came to power in Kabul, attacks within
Pakistan have intensified, and militant activities across the Durand Line have increased.
Munir noted that Taliban numbers are growing as new cadres continue to join their ranks.
He reiterated this stance during a meeting at GHQ, emphasizing Pakistan’s desire for
cordial relations with Afghanistan but warning that Afghanistan must stop sheltering
Indian proxies targeting Pakistan. Munir stated that if Afghan soil is used against Pakistan,
Pakistan would aggressively pursue its targets in Afghanistan. Yusuf further discussed
deteriorating civilian relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan, exacerbated by
Pakistan’s expulsion of more than 100,000 Afghan migrants since 2024. He noted that the
deadline for Afghan Citizen Card (ACC) holders to voluntarily leave Pakistan was March
31, 2025, as part of the second phase of Pakistan’s Illegal Foreigners Repatriation Plan,
launched in September 2023. However, enforcement of arrests and deportations was
reportedly delayed until April 10, 2025, due to Eid al-Fitr holidays. For Afghans holding
Proof of Registration (PoR) cards issued by the UNHCR, the deadline to remain in

1 ——
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Pakistan is June 30, 2025. Afghans awaiting third-country resettlement were also required
to leave Islamabad and Rawalpindi. Over 1 million Afghans have been forcibly returned
to Afghanistan in 2025, amid rising tensions with the Afghan Taliban over security
concerns, including the North Waziristan attack. Yusuf added that many deported
Afghans have been returning to Pakistan through clandestine routes. Kamran Yusuf
further stated that Afghan migrants, including genuine ones, have long posed security
concerns for Pakistan, as terrorists often hide under the guise of Afghan migrants. He
noted that the recent Israel-Iran conflict highlighted the risk of foreign enemies using
migrants, including those from Afghanistan, to target host countries from within. Yusuf
mentioned that Iranian security forces have arrested several Afghans, along with Indians
and Iranians, who were working for Israel. He suggested that this scenario serves as a

learning curve for Pakistan to address the issue of illegal migrants in the country.
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