Guidelines for Contributors
The Journal of Defence Studies is a quarterly, refereed research periodical
published by the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. It
seeks to encourage further research on the core issues of defence, provides
the latest perspectives, and serves as a platform for sharing research
findings and opinions of scholars working on defence-related issues.
The Journal contains a mix of research articles, essays, topical
commentaries, opinion pieces and book reviews. Each issue includes
articles on varied themes affecting the Indian Armed Forces, including
emerging security threats and scenarios; civil-military relations; higher
defence planning; doctrines and concepts; organizations and structures;
command and control mechanisms; logistical support and sustainability
issues; budgeting procedures and practices; and other related issues in the
area of defence and national security. The Journal would also focus on
issues concerning defence policy, reforms in defence sector, and defence
economics.
Submission of Articles
The Journal welcomes a variety of contributions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

full-length analytical articles ranging between 6,000-8,000 words;
commentaries/perspective pieces between 2,000–3,000 words;
review essays of around 4,000-5,000 words; and
book reviews of around 1,500 words.

Authors are requested to submit their papers in an electronic/soft
format to the following email id(s): associateeditor.jds@gmail.com. All
correspondence between the Journal editorial team and authors and
reviewers will be conducted via email.
Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been
published previously, that is it not under consideration for publication
elsewhere, that its publication is approved by all authors and that, if
accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form without the
written consent of the copyright holder.
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Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to sign a ‘Journal
Publishing Agreement’. If excerpts from other copyrighted works are
included, the author(s) must obtain written permission from the copyright
owners and credit the source(s) in the article.
Important Information Regarding Submissions
Authors should take care to ensure that their submissions follow all style/
reference guidelines as required by JDS. Any submission that does not
conform to these guidelines would not be taken up for discussion with
the JDS Editorial Board.
Review
The articles will be peer reviewed/refereed before final selection for
publication. The Editor reserves the right to make a final decision on
publication as well as the right to make alterations. Selected contributors
will be informed of the selection of their paper/article via email.
Copyright/Author’s Rights
The copyright of the Journal rests with the IDSA. As an author you retain
certain moral rights on the work and can use or disseminate it—with
the permission of the copyright holder—for scholarly and for research/
teaching purposes.
Format for Articles
We accept articles in MS WORD (2003/2007 and newer versions). The
electronic text should conform to the following:
•
•
•
•
•

The text should be in English (preferably British spellings, for
example, analyse, specialisation, ‘labour’, ‘mould’, etc.
The text should be in 1.5 spacing with standard margins.
Use single quotation marks consistently; double quotes to appear
when indicating quoted matter within quoted matter.
References to be inserted as notes.
Tables/Figures/Maps/Boxes/Images to be numbered sequentially; also
give appropriate captions and place call-outs in text.
Title Page

Provide the following data on the title page (in the order given):
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•
•

•

•
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Title/Subtitle: This should be concise and informative.
Author names and affiliations: We will require the full postal address of
each affiliation, including the country name, and the e-mail address
of each author.
Corresponding author(s): Ensure that email/contact details such as
telephone and fax numbers (with country and area code) are provided
in addition to the e-mail address and the complete postal address.
Abstract: A concise and factual abstract (between 100–150 words) is
required to be submitted along with the article.
Sub-heads/Level-heads

Divide your article into clearly defined (or numbered) sections/subsections.
Acknowledgements
Collate acknowledgements in a separate section at the end of the article.
References
Responsibility for the accuracy of bibliographic citations lies entirely with
the authors. All references/citations should be clearly mentioned in the
notes (footnotes/endnotes) in the format listed below.
Each reference should be clearly inserted as a footnote with the
corresponding in-text cue. Additional references should be listed after
at the end as ‘Additional References’. In case of Web references, as a
minimum, the full URL should be given as well as the date on which the
URL was last accessed.
Authored Books
Single Author
S.D. Muni, Pangs of Proximity: India and Sri Lanka’s Ethnic Crisis, New
Delhi/Oslo: Sage/PRIO, 1993, p. 63.
Multiple Authors
Liang Zhang, Andrew J. Nathan, Perry Link and Orville Schell, The
Tiananmen Papers: The Chinese Leadership’s Decision to Use Force Against
their Own People—In Their Own Words, New York: Public Affairs, 2001.
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Edited Volume
Single Editor
Harsh Pant (ed.), The Rise of China: Implications for India, Delhi:
Foundation Books, 2012.
Multiple Editors
Ashley Tellis, Mercy Kuo and Andrew Marble (eds), Strategic Asia 2008–
09: Challenges and Choices, Seattle: National Bureau of Asian Research,
2008.
Chapter in Edited Volume
Single Author
Dennis C. Blair, ‘Military Power Projection in Asia’, in Ashley Tellis,
Mercy Kuo and Andrew Marble (eds), Strategic Asia 2008-09: Challenges
and Choices, Seattle: National Bureau of Asian Research, 2008, p. 413.
Multiple Authors
T. Jayaraman, Tejal Kanitkar and Mario D’Souza, ‘Equity and Burden
Sharing in Emmission Scenarios: A Carbon Budget’, in Navroz Dubash
(ed.), Handbook of Climate Change and India: Development, Politics and
Governance, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2012, pp. 140–46.
Journal Article
Single Author
Arthur A. Stein, ‘Coordination and Collaboration: Regimes in an
Anarchic World’, International Organization, Vol. 36, No. 2, 1982,
pp. 299–324.
Multiple Authors
Sunil Dasgupta and Stephen P. Cohen, ‘How Military Trade Could
Energize US-Indian Relations’, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 90, No. 2, March–
April 2011, p. 24.
Web Reference
Vladimir Radyuhin, ‘INS Vikramaditya Begins Sea Trials’, The Hindu,
8 June 2012, available at http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/
article3503982.ece, accessed on 8 June 2012.

