lucky, ready-for-anything gallant young of-
ficer for one—but also depicts the reality
shorn of gloss, Verma’s cites his own father's
words,

The fear of the unknown plays a grear partin |

conditioning the behavior of men, even if as
soldiers they are meant o be able to face uneven
odds at times. .. Patriotic ideals recede into the
background, whart now councs is the nexe man
and JCOs and officers. They're in it together
and while fear has a numbing effect, a consclous
cffort has 1o be made vo conceal it {p. 154).

Another reality that is often forgotten is
of the dependence of young officers on their
older, more experienced junior commissioned
officers has comes our in this exchange be-
wween Major BK Pant and Subedar Dashrach
Singh f 2 Rajput during the Chinese attack
at Namka Chu, ‘Ab mein kya karu? Adap to
Ppurdne gadmi hein’ (p. 158),

All wars are political exercises, not least
Mao Zedong's conflict with India in 1962,
and success or blame both in the final reck-
oning belong to the political masters, But it
is the duty of the generals 1o be prepared
when the call comes and to ready themselves
not for the war they want but for the war
the enemy would in all fikelihood chrusc
upon them. The same principle applies to
the bureaucraes, the diplomacs and the ana-
lysts in their respective lines of work. The
author makes a telling remark towards the
end in his discussion of how che Indian Air
Force never ended up being used in the con-
flict that shows up al} four groups—°[t]he
preblem probably lay in the difference be-
tween availability of intelligence and the
abiliy to interprer it (p. 384).

In 1962, the reality is chat India’s troops,
suceessful in two world wars across multiple
theatres and kinds of termin, came up shorr.
The faiture was not just the result of lack of
polirical foresight and diplomatic acumen
but also of mitirary leadership, of insufficient
research and study of the Communist regime
on the northern borders, and yes, of the citi-
zenry that clamoured for ‘action’ and ‘resuics’
despite the desperate odds faced by their
soldiers, Over 50 years on and despice suc-
cesses against Pakistan, cvents down to the
present show that all sides concerned in In-
dia continuc to prefer dealing with the ‘fa-
miliar enemy” of Pakistan and ignore or de-
lay che steps required to face up to the longer-
term and substantive challenges posed by
China—militacy and otherwise.

Jabin T. Jacob PhD. is Feliow, institute of Chi-
nese Studies {1CS), Delhi, and Assogiate
Editor, China Aeporl.
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Unfolding Dynamics In China

Amrita Jash

CHINA'S TRANSITION UNDER XI JINPING

Edited by Jagannath P. Panda

Pentagon Press, New Delh, 2016, pp. ix + 427,
T1995.00/$59,95

C hina under 30" has become a domi-
nant catchphrase in the Interna-
tional Relations lexicon. Wherein,

the symbiotic connect has truly become the
definition of a new form of China, which is
confident, strong and does not prevail in the
shadow of Deng Xiaoping's old dictum of
‘keeping a low profile’, What can be rightly
argued is that China under X categorically
‘dreams’ of rejuvenating the nation to it erst-
while powerful status as reflected in its un-
compramising attitude. In this context,
Jagannath P. Panda’s quintessencial query; Ts
China emerging as a “new power” under the
leadership of President Xi Jinping?' (p. 3}
forms the ¢rux of the book. That is, the as-
sessment lies in exploring the unfolding dy-
namics in China which is undergoing a con-
stant Aux as a result of continual transfor-
mation and initiation of reforms and poli-
cies both internal and external under the
command of Xi Jinping.

Do these policy initiatives signal the
emergence of China as 4 ‘new power'? Given
this pertinent query, the beok is focused on
assessing the developmenrs of China's over-
all domestic and foreign policy behaviour,
especially under the time period of the year
2015, Whar the book significantly points ac
is that Beijing is cauciously raking steps for-
ward to emerge as a ‘new power’. Under-
standing the scrategic calculus between Xi
Jinping and China and its cransitional out-
comes—forms the central theme of this vast
volume. To validate, the volume approaches
the given topic from an eclectic perspective,
which categorically treacs China no more as
a black box, In this context, the significant
query lies in understanding how X5 Jinping
factors in China’s changing political dis-
course.

. The baok is divided into five sections:
‘Politics and Security’; ‘Economy and Re-
forms'; ‘Foreign Policy and Strategy’; ‘En-
gaging the Major Player’; and ‘Regional
Outreach'—each reflecting on the transi-
tional aspect of China’s changing politics in
the race to great power surus. In doing so,
this book traces the changing domain of
China’s political scenario front the vantage
of a leadership perspective, wherein che Xi
Jinping’ facror laoms farge in the discourse.
In understanding the transition, each sec-

| T!nsmon "
ulle

tion takes a definitive approach. The first and
second sections address the issue by taking
into account China’s internal institutional
adjustments and reforms, which point at the
ongoing debate of China’s ‘new normal’,
These mainly include tightentng securicy
laws and regulations, limited liberalization
within an establishéd socialise structure, and
promation of the Party’s developmental
works in problematic arcas. The third, fourth
and fifth sections reflect on the external fac-
tors, mainly Chinas foreign and security
policies as well a5 diplomatic equations. In
here, Xi Jinping’s magnanimous ‘One Belt
One Road’ {OBOR) initiative, the opera-
tion of the Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB) and China’s relations with
neighbouring as well as remoee countries
form the fulcrum of enquiry. However, to
note, OBOR forms the central crux that helps
explain China's external transformation un-
der Xi's operational directives. To furcher
justify the undetgoing changes, the book
reflects on China’s emerging regional and
global profile, as mainly visible in the Asja-
Pacific region where China's emerging clout
is tough to ignore. The essence of the book
lies in its broad based contexrualization of
the subject in understanding the transition
that is under process. However, the teajec-
tory of the transition femains open ended in
the chapters discussed.

To conclude, the volume makes a strong
case for bringing to attention how the Xi
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