AUSTRALIAN PUGWASH COMMITTEE

¢/~ Division of Forest Products,
CeSeIoR.00,
P.3. Box 310,
SOUTE MELBOUANE. S.C.5,
Victoria,
Australia.
2nd May, 1966.

Professor Vickram Sarabhai,
Physical Research Laboratory,
Navrangpura,

AHMEDABAD 9,  INDIA.

Deaxr Professor Sarabhai,

the Australian Pugwash Committee has made tentative plans to hold a
south East Asia Regional Pugwash Conference in lMelbourne mext Januarye. I
have been in touck with Professor Rotblat about this matter and he has
suggested that we go ahead with our plans, but has asked us to comsult you
before making a final decision. The Continuing Committee, as you are no
doubt aware, discussed our proposal at its meeting last August, and agreed
that the idea should be encouraged. Since that time some progress has been
mede, and the current proposals are as follows:—-

1. The Conference would be held in Melbourne from 23rd-27th January,
1667, This is the week immediately following the A.N.Z.A.A.S. (Australian
and hew Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science) Congress, which
is alsc to be held in Melbourne. A.N.Z.A.A.S. is an organization rather
similar to the British Association, and we are hopeful that it may make it
easier for paribicipants to get to Pugwash if they can also attend a Congress

of this nature. Specialized sessions in all branches of science will be
ield at the AdN.Z.2.A.3. Congress,

2s The theme of the kercionzal Pugwash Conference would be "Secientific

Yechnical and Indusitrial Development in South-East asia',

3. Invitations would be sent to distinguished scientists in as many
of the following countries as possibles—- Indis, Yakistan, Ceylomn, Burma,
‘‘hailand, China, Japan, Phillipines, Hawaii (U.S.), New Zealand, Malaysia,
3ingapore and Indonesia. It is realized that some of these countries will
probably not be able to send participants, but we would consider the
Couference to be worthwhile if only half a dozen countries were invelved.

4, We would undertake 1o meet the expenses ef all participants while
ia Melbourne, or in a number of other cities, but the cost of fares to and

Prom Melbourne, and of inter-ciity travel in asustralias, would have to be their
Lon vespongibility.
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5. 411 members of the Continuing Committee would be most welcome
to attend the Conference.

6. Invitations would be issued direcily by us, with the blessing of
the Continuing Commitiee.

To The number of Australian scientists and scholars abtending as
participants should not exceed the tobal number of Asian visitors.

Aarrangements could perhaps be made for a limited number of observers fo
attend also, if the number of overseas participants is small.

8, A allotment qf places has been made on the basis of populations,
with a maximuwn of three {India and Chinal,.

9. An open meeting with some of the participants as speakers would
be arranged during the course of the Conference. It is hoped also 4o

arrange for participanis o meet leading Australiam colleagues in their
particular fields of study or research.

- number of leading Ausiralian Scientists have been approached as
sponsors for the Conference., The following have acceptedi—-

Dr. walter Boas, F.A.ld.
Sir Macfarlane Burnebt,; O.Mey; FofleS.y Fohodo, Nobel Laureate.
S8ir John Crawford
Professor B. Y. Mills, FoReSe,; Folhoh.
Sir Mark Oliphant, FelReSe, Fodoh,
Professor ¥. F. Rogers, F.d.A.
and we are awalbting icplies froms--

Professor 4. k. Robertson, FeReS., Foh.i,
and Siy Otto Frankel, F.R.S., F.d.A,
end Dre. M. Lemberg, F.lleSe, Fohedo,
¥ho are overseas,

I should appreciate very much having your views on our proposals. 4s
time is getting rather short an early reply would be particularly welcome.

Yours sincerely,
é//;\? @*ﬁ?@w
e
(&7) 8. G. Higgins.

Chairman.



¥y de r Sgb. Indiraji,

Shri L.X. Jha has forwarded to me the letter caeted Jume 281,
1966, from Shri C. Subremenizs to you, with your noting. I give below
ny semien lnmediste commente for your kind considerstion.

2. Shri Subramsniam’s letter arisimz from the letter from Dr. George
Sudarshan, which is enmclosed with it raises three important questionsé
{a} The problem of the braim-drain
{bj The rrotlem of the Institubte of Matnamtical Seiences, Madras,
with rezaxd to its growth and viabllity, and
{c) 4 proposslfo esteblish in India at a suitaile centre an
International Centre for Theoretical Fhysics broadly amslagous
to the Internstiomml Centre fer_Theomtieal Physics which
w:s been establi shed at Trieste.
3, The problem of the brain-drain is cocriainly the most crucial of
the three. It is shared by a large number of countries including those
in Vestern Zurope and South America. It covers not only thecrstical
physies, but almost all areas of science amd technology. Tie Seientighbse!
Fool of the CS5IE is an attemct in the right direection, but by itself
does not make & significant impact.e It would ssem to me that the probler
requires to be thought through within Government, by institutions and by
¢ oeionbists themsgelves. It calls for change of poli.qy, administratiwv
practices and, whut is most difficult, attitudes. Many like me wear
geverasl huts and can actively get togebher and come up with spocifie
proposals. I am personally deeply concerned and eager to tackle thig
provlem. I wus boping to pressnt to you a summary of my thinking, but
am uot guite reudy today, I wish, howsver, 0 emphasise that the
appropriate body within Government which must tackle this problem «ith
dynemisn snd originality i the Scientific Advisory Commibtee o the
Cubinet, After the death of Dr. Bnabha, SACC has mainly ’wwmm&‘
routine functions, even though Shri Dharma Virs bae vewy =bly provided

continuity and every possible type of suuport to relentiste with greet



necessitate the appoinbment of a new Ghalmman for 826G This is
therefore the right time for the Prime Minjster to consider this
cuestion as a first step. On my part I hope to present to SACC a
detailed note on the problem of brain-drain after comsultation with
my ¢O0lleugzuiss.

4. Viability and continued growth of the Institute of Muthematical
Seiences is important. I enclose in 4nneyure I & short resume of
the support which the Institute bas received from the Department of
Atomic Epergy. During the/;::z serious considspation was given by
the late Dr, Bhabha t0 frovide institutionaliséd susport followins the
broad battern which governs the support by ~aE to autonomous scientific
institubions like the TLutas Institute of Fundamental Resesrch, éana
Institubte of Huclear Physics and the Physical Research. Laboratory.
This thinking wss not brought to any conclusion uy to the tize of
Dr, Bhabba's death. I hope now to review this guestion actively uith
Dr. #11ladi, keeping in mind the most important comnsideration that
Govemnont's role vis-a=vis such institutions caen only be supportive
apd not controlling in any mannere If you are mesting Dr. Alladi
in Madrss on the 3xd, I shall be grateful if you could kindly weitsrate
ocur thinking to have ssrlous discussions ir ths near fubure.

S5 The proposal for locating an Inmternational Centre for Theorstical
Fhysics in Indie should, I belisve, be considersd by the Indian Nationsl
Comnittee for Physics, which should be reguested b0 give urgent thought

t0 the proposal taking into account the opinion of setive thecretical
physicsists in the country even though they might not be members of the
Hational Committee. During the past few years a number of seientitic
megtings end summer cchobls are bs:ing organised synually in this
country covering different aspects of theoretical physics. The main
support has been provided by the University Grants Commission, the
‘Gounell of Scientifie -and Industrial Research and the Department of
Atomie Epergy. Often eminent scientists of im&—m&im}. repute from

abroed are invited aud provide an opportunity for effective interactions.



However, auch rore reguires to be come. Since DAZ along wilkh the
Tats Instiiute of Fundamental Hessarch, Saha Institute of Nuclesr
FPhysics,uamE the Physicsl Research Lavorastory and the Institute of
Mathemmticsl “eiences has important cammitnent :‘.in tieorekical physice,
I would like to comsult the scientists in thece institetions, and
make & separate proposal on bow we view the proposal of the sugpested
International Centre.

6o I apologist for the length of this letter, but i{ruly the issues
raised ty Shri C. Subrameniam and Dr, Sudershan sre vital and do not
liend themselves to simple off-the-cuff sclutiong. I hops bhat duxing
yvour visit to Bombay on the 28th, I shall have the opporbunity of
answering any cusries or recciving any comments whiel you =By have on
bhe views I have expressed helse

Pith kiz best regards,

Yours sincerely,

{Vikxram As Sarabhat}

Smb. Indiva Ganéhi,
Prime Hinister,
NEYW DELII,



