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African Security Review
Volume 32 Number 4 November 2023

CONTENTS

Articles

351 The case for drones in counter-insurgency operations in West African Sahel
Francis N. Okpaleke, Bernard Ugochukwu Nwosu, Chukwuma Rowland Okoli and
Ezenwa E. Olumba

368 Rethinking community security in Uganda: Integrating community policing with
intelligence-led policing
Anne Abaho

387 Perception of police misconduct and satisfaction with police: The role of confidence in police
and legitimisation
Adeola Samuel Adebusuyi, Odunayo Oluwasanmi Oluwafemi and Hauwa Mary Aigboje

402 Towards transformative reforms: The significance of political and economic reconciliation
in Zimbabwe
Darlington Mutanda

421 Generation three and a half peacekeeping: Understanding the evolutionary character of
African-led Peace Support Operations
Andrew E. Yaw Tchie

440 Shock and awe: Military response to armed banditry and the prospects of internal security
operations in Northwest Nigeria
Folahanmi Aina, John Sunday Ojo and Samuel Oyewole

458 Experiences of community policing forum members in liaison with SAPS, private security and
community members regarding community policing
Angelique Antoinette Wantenaar and Doraval Govender
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THE SOURCE ON NONPROLIFERATION
AND GLOBAL SECURITY

ArmsC ]
ms ong)D

Volume 53 * Number 9 * November 2023

Features

6 A New Argument for Nuclear Arms Control:
Climate Change

By Kenneth C. Brill

3 Focus Dealing with this new threat to prosperity and stability will

. . require a recognition that weapons of war are not the best
T T -
w 1}}’ “ e Must RCICCt Calls for a defense against the most sustained threats of the 21st century
U.S. Nuclear Buildup

and beyond.
By Daryl G. Kimball
12 Reducing Tensions Over Nuclear Testing at

4 In Brief Very Low Yield
By Julien de Troullioud de Lanversin, Christopher
Notable Quotable Fichtlscherer and Frank N. von Hippel
By the Numbers Given rising nuclear tensions involving China, Russia, and
On the Calendar the United States, it is imperative that key states discuss a
15 Years Ago in ACT new transparency and verification regime for very low-yield

nuclear tests.

40 Reports of Note 17 Russia, the CTBT, and International Law
By David A. Koplow
Even after withdrawing its ratification of the Comprehensive

Test Ban Treaty, Russia would still be obligated to refrain from
nuclear testing.

18 Using Multilateralism to Fill the
Space Policy Vacuum
By IlI-hoon Kim
Norms alone are not the silver bullet but they are an
indispensable component of future space security governance.

23 A Not-So-Strategic Posture Commission
By Adam Mount
For the bipartisan commission charged with recommending
how the United States should deal simultaneously with two

nuclear-capable adversaries, the “answer to an arms race is an
arms race.”
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News and Analysis

27 Saudi Push for
Enrichment Raises
Concerns
The Biden administration’s
willingness to consider a Saudi
uranium enrichment program
departs from long-standing
U.S. policy to limit the spread
of uranium enrichment and
plutonium reprocessing.

34

35

29 UN Missile Sanctions on

Iran Expire

Forty-eight states, concerned
about Iran’s export of missiles
and drones to Russia and other
countries, affirmed plans to
work to limit the transfers.

36

30 US. Says North Korea
Shipped Arms to Russia
It is the first time that
Washington had accused
Pyongyang of such large-scale
assistance to Moscow.

37
31

Russia ‘Deratifies’ Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty

Some Russian officials say

the country will adhere to its
nuclear testing moratorium
but President Vladimir Putin is
noncommittal.

38

33 Ukraine Uses New U.S.

Missile Against Russia

After long resisting, the United
States delivered ATACMS,

which Ukraine’s president said 38
were used successfully on the
battlefield.

U.S. Formalizes
Agreements With the
Marshall Islands

The United States retains
exclusive military rights in the
region while the island nation
receives economic assistance.

A New U.S. Strategy
Against WMD Threats

The U.S. Defense Department
says nuclear, chemical, and
biological threats have changed
and increased significantly
since 2014.

Congress Aims to

Fund Nuclear Weapon
Opposed by Biden

Some lawmakers argue that the
nuclear sea-launched cruise
missile “fills the gap” in the
U.S. tactical nuclear arsenal.

Test Failures Put Hypersonic
Program in Doubt

The House and Senate

versions of the 2024 defense
authorization act zero out the
Biden administration request
for R&D on the ARRW system.

States Pass Resolution to
Reform TAEA Board
Kazakhstan, a leader of the effort,
said it is a step toward “restoring
justice” to the agency.

Nuclear Ban Treaty
Members to Meet in
November

Working groups are expected
to report on plans to advance
nuclear disarmament
verification, victim assistance,
and other priorities.

39 Newvs In Brief

U.S. Conducts Test Ban Verification Experiment

China Continues Nuclear Buildup

Current Journal Content
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Asian Survey

VOLUME 63 « NUMBER 1 « JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2023

1 Losing Hearts and Minds? Unpacking the Effects of Chinese Soft Power
Initiatives in Africa
SUJIN CHA, YEHZEE RYOO, AND SUNG EUN KIM

31 The Organizational Roots of State Capacity: Comparing Railway
Bureaucracies in China and India
KYLE CHAN

62 Hometown Associations as Mobilizing Agents: Voter Turnout in Hong
Kong’s “Reformed” Legislative Council Elections
FRANCIS L. F. LEE

90 Joining the Spring Revolution or Charting Their Own Path? Ethnic
Minority Strategies following the 2021 Myanmar Coup
PAUL VRIEZE

121 Democratic Performance, Secular-Traditional Value Orientation, and
Satisfaction with Democracy in India and Pakistan
BILAL HASSAN

150 Why Tickle the Dragon’s Tail? Taiwanese Attitudes toward the China
Threat and the Role of the United States
CHING-HSIN YU
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Asian Survey

VOLUME 63 « NUMBER 6 « NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2023

851 Types of Public Participation and Their Effect on Satisfaction with Local
Public Services in China: Political Trust as a Moderating Variable
HONGNA MIAO

878 Cleaning Up Its Act: The Ecological Environmental Protection Plan
and China’s Urban Air Pollution
JINGWEN WU AND JAMES R. MASTERSON

908 Electoral System Reform and the Politics of Policy Change:
The Case of Universalistic Child Care Reforms in Japan
YOSUKE SUNAHARA

934 Balance-Minded Voting in Post-2012 Japan: Why the Largest Opposition
Party Receives Votes from Non-Supporters
KO MAEDA

952 How Has the War in Ukraine Shaped Taiwanese Concerns about Their
Own Defense?
TIMOTHY S. RICH, VASABJIT BANERJEE, AND BENJAMIN TKACH

980 Deceptive Gender Equality: Unlocking the “Black Box” of Lao People’s

Perception of Gender Equality
JUNGIN JO AND WONJAE HWANG
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Central Asian Survey
Volume 42 Number 4 December 2023

CONTENTS

Editorial

639 Diversifying/revitalizing the study of Central Asia and the Caucasus
Rico Isaacs and Jasmin Dall’Agnola

Research Note

641 Let's talk about researchers’ mental well-being
Jasmin Dall’Agnola

Articles

649 The conceptual evolution of poverty alleviation through labour transfer in the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region
Adrian Zenz

674 Digital media consumption and voting among Central Asian youth: why democratic context
matters
Amanzhol Bekmagambetov, Jason Gainous, Kevin M. Wagner, Zhaxylyk Sabitov, Adil Rodionov
and Bryce Kleinsteuber

694 The ‘Pragmatic cooperation’ in the Belt and Road Initiative: the Sino-Turkmen natural gas
engagement
Qian Liu, Xiaoguang Wang and Xue Lv

710 Civil society, social capital and development in Central Asia
Kemel Toktomushev

Book Review Symposium

726 Introducing the symposium on Philipp Lottholz's Post-Liberal Statebuilding in Central Asia:
Imaginaries, Discourses and Practices of Social Ordering
Liam Devereux

727 A practitioner’s perspective from Kyrgyzstan: Post-Liberal Statebuilding in Central Asia
Arzuu Sheranova

729 A reading from Kazakhstan with a focus on decolonization: Post-Liberal Statebuilding in
Central Asia

Galym Zhussipbek

732 Taking account of authoritarian peacebuilding in Post-Liberal Statebuilding in Central Asia
Nick Megoran

734 Scrutinizing ethnographic depth and civil society impacts in Post-Liberal Statebuilding in
Central Asia
Noor O’Neill Borbieva

736 Author reply: Engaging with non-political lifeworlds, dialogical research and decolonial
horizons through Post-Liberal Statebuilding in Central Asia
Philipp Lottholz

Book Review

740 Dekolonizatsiia Kazahstana, by Ainash Mustoyapova
Rustem Zholdybalin

Current Journal Content 6 Vol. 23 / No. 1-2 / Jan.-Feb. 2024



The China Quarterly

an international journal for the study of China

December 2023 number 256

Research Articles
835 China’s Corporate Social Credit System: The Dawn of Surveillance State Capitalism?
Lauren Yu-Hsin Lin and Curtis J. Milhaupt
854  Building State-controlled Volunteering in China
Ming Hu, Qianjin Zhang and Mark Sidel

871 Social Organizations in Rural China: From Autonomy to Governance
Karita Kan and Hok Bun Ku

886 Local Integration of Urban-Rural Social-assistance Programmes in China: What Are the Driving
Forces?
Chenhong Peng and Julia Shu-Huah Wang

905 Fragmented but Enduring Authoritarianism: Supply-side Reform and Subnational
Entrepreneurialism in China’s Rail Delivery Services
Linda Yin-nor Tjia

919 Campaign-style Personnel Management: Task Responsiveness and Selective Delocalization during
China’s Anti-corruption Crackdown, 2013-2020
Jingyuan Qian and Feng Tang

939 The Promise and Pitfalls of Government Guidance Funds in China
Yifan Wei, Yuen Yuen Ang and Nan Jia

960  When Beijing Chose Seoul over Pyongyang: China-South Korea Diplomatic Normalization Revisited
Son Daekwon

977 Doing Ethnicity: Multi-layered Ethnic Scripts in Contemporary China
Jingyu Mao

992 Compressed Modernity in Taiwan: Fathers as the Sole Influencers on National Identity
Yun-Tzu Chang and Eric Fong

1018 Postcolonialism and Regimes of Time: Anniversary Journalism of the Hong Kong Handover in
British and Chinese Newspapers, 1998-2020
Jiange Deng and Zhongxuan Lin

1036 China’s Livestreaming Local Officials: An Experiment in Popular Digital Communications
Jonathan Sullivan, Yupei Zhao and Weixiang Wang

1053 The “Wolf Warrior Cycle”: Chinese Blockbusters in the Age of the Belt and Road Initiative
Xiao Yang

Research Reports

1068 Developments in China’s Public Opinion from Hu to Xi: Corruption, Activism and Regime
Legitimacy
Dora Hu and Teresa Wright

1085 Taiwanese Public Opinion on the Chinese and US Military Presence in the Taiwan Strait
Wen-Chin Wu, Mao-Chia Sun, Wen-Cheng Fu and Wen-Jian Huang

Book Reviews

1099 Legitimacy of China’s Counter-Terrorism Approach: The Mass Line Ethos. By Chi Zhang. Michael
Clarke

1101 Awakening to China’s Rise: Europe’s Foreign and Security Policies toward the People’s Republic of China.
By Hugo Meijer. Dragan Pavlicevi¢
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The China Quarterly, 256, December 2023

1102 Crossing the Strait: China’s Military Prepares for War with Taiwan. Edited by Joel Wuthnow, Derek
Grossman, Philip C. Saunders, Andrew Scobell and Andrew N.D. Yang. June Teufel Dreyer

1104 Cooperating for the Climate: Learning from International Partnerships in China’s Clean Energy Sector.
By Joanna I. Lewis. Nicolas Lippolis

1106  Australia’s China Odyssey: From Euphoria to Fear. By James Curran. Yi Wang

1107 Social Credit: The Warring States of China’s Emerging Data Empire. By Vincent Brussee. Marianne von
Blomberg

1109  The Labor of Reinvention: Entrepreneurship in the New Chinese Digital Economy. By Lin Zhang. Jenny Chan

1111 Rival Partners: How Taiwanese Entrepreneurs and Guangdong Officials Forged the China Development
Model. By Wu Jieh-min (trans. by Stacy Mosher). Frangoise Mengin

1112 Social Protection under Authoritarianism: Health Politics and Policy in China. By Xian Huang. Yoel
Kornreich

1114 Queering Chinese Kinship: Queer Public Culture in Globalizing China. By Lin Song. Songyin Liu
1116  Shanghai Urban Life and Its Heterogeneous Cultural Entanglements. By Xiong Yuezhi. Taoyu Yang

1117 Shifting Sands: Landscape, Memory, and Commodities in China’s Contemporary Borderlands.
By Xiaoxuan Lu. Franck Billé

1119 I Have No Enemies: The Life and Legacy of Liu Xiaobo. By Perry Link and Wu Dazhi. Jean-Philippe Béja

1121 Assignment China: An Oral History of American Journalists in the People’s Republic. By Mike Chinoy.
Jonathan Fenby

1123 Unsettling Exiles: Chinese Migrants in Hong Kong and the Southern Periphery During the Cold War.
By Angelina Y. Chin. Priscilla Roberts

1125 Civil War in Guangxi: The Cultural Revolution on China’s Southern Periphery. By Andrew G. Walder.
Donald S. Sutton

1127 The Collapse of Nationalist China: How Chiang Kai-shek Lost China’s Civil War. By Parks M. Coble.
Harold Tanner

1129 Improbable Diplomats: How Ping-Pong Players, Musicians, and Scientists Remade US-China Relations.
By Pete Millwood. Yue Du

1131 From Social Visibility to Political Invisibility: The School in Nationalist Taiwan as Fulcrum for an
Evolving World Ethos. By Allen Chun. Edward Vickers

1133 Governing Death, Making Persons: The New Chinese Way of Death. By Huwy-Min Lucia Liu;
The Funeral of Mr. Wang: Life, Death, and Ghosts in Urbanizing China. By Andrew B. Kipnis. Carsten
Herrmann-Pillath

1136  Enchanted Revolution: Ghosts, Shamans, and Gender Politics in Chinese Communist Propaganda, 1942-1953.
By Xiaofei Kang. Chang-tai Hung

1138  Sinophone Utopias: Exploring Futures Beyond the China Dream. Edited by Andrea Riemenschnitter,
Jessica Imbach and Justyna Jaguscik. Sara Landa

1140  Identity, Home and Writing Elsewhere in Contemporary Chinese Diaspora Poetry. By Jennifer Wong.
Dian Li

1141  The Otherness of the Everyday: Twelve Conversations from the Chinese Art World During the Covid-19
Pandemic. By Jiang Jiehong. Franziska Koch

1143 Kunqu: A Classical Opera of Twenty-First-Century China. By Joseph S. C. Lam. Ming Yang

1146 Books Received
1150  Acknowledgements
1152 Corrigenda
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China

Vol. 21, No. 4, November 2023

Contents
RESEARCH
1 The Chinese Approach to Extraterritoriality
by TANG Zheng
25 Expressions of Interest in Politics in Authoritarian China
by ZHAI Yida

48 Personal Backgrounds, Constituency Demands and Policy Issues Raised
by Deputies of China’s National People’s Congress
by CHEN Chuanmin

73 Political Education and Children’s Political Cognition in China
by MIAO Hongna and WU Hsin-Che

95 Political Attitudes and National Identity of Mainland Chinese Migrants
in Hong Kong
by ZHANG Zhuoni and ZHANG Han

118  Legal Judgements on the Employee Status of Platform Workers in
China—A Combination of Legal Formalism and Pragmatism
by KE Zhenxing

143  Blind Shaft Crimes: A Transient Phenomenon in Contemporary China
by TANG Daolu and LU Xueqing

170  “Afterlives” of the Danwei in 21st-century China: The Case of the
University Sector
by WANG Qinghua

191 Court-Government Interaction in the Context of Administrative

Litigation and Competition Enforcement in China
by SHEN Guang

CHINA-ASEAN RELATIONS

212 Chronology of Events: July 2023 to September 2023
compiled by Ryan HO

217  Important Documents: July 2023 to September 2023
compiled by Ryan HO
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Contemporary South Asia
Volume 31 Number 4 December 2023

CONTENTS

Articles

517 Of histories (un)shared: India - Pakistan, postage stamps, and 1857
Sridhar Krishnan

533 Playing it the nation’s way: tradition, cosmopolitanism, and the native-masculine of Hindi
sports films
Pooja Radhakrishnan and Dibyakusum Ray

547 The dynamic of stepwise migrations of Nepalese high-skilled migrants via the Middle East
Marko Valenta and Marianne Garvik

567 Undignified names: caste, politics, and everyday life in North India
Bhawani Buswala

584 Networks, space and belonging: the Marwaris in Manipur
S. Seigoulien Haokip

597 Popular geopolitics of ‘nuclear India”: tracing the evolution of India’s ‘regional’ and ‘global’
identities in the English daily The Hindu from 2011-2020
Tanvi Pate

615 Role of anti-/pro-public sector bias in shaping perceived performance and fairness: an
experimental exploration in South Asia
Hasan Muhammad Baniamin and Ishtiaq Jamil

Research Note

633 A preliminary review of India’s rural economic crisis: stagnant wages, piling debt and
waning demand
Isha Gupta

Book Reviews

645 Lina Adinolfi, Usree Bhattacharya and Prem Phyak (eds), Multilingual education in south Asia: at
the intersection of policy and practice
Gaoxin Li and Jianguang Sun

646 Sekhar Bandyopadhyay and Anasua Basu Ray Chaudhury, Caste and partition in Bengal: the
story of Dalit refugees, 1946-1961
Soham Jorapur and Antara Chatterjee

647 Sangeeta Dasgupta, Reordering Adivasi worlds: representation, resistance, memory
Harsh Vikram Singh

649 Yamini Narayanan, Mother cow, mother India, a multispecies politics of dairy in India
Hema Vaishnavi Ale

650 Annabella Pitkin, Renunciation and longing: the life of a twentieth-century Himalayan
Buddhist saint
V. Kalyani and M. Surya Kumar

651 Vijay Sakhuja and Lawrence S. Prabhakar, Maritime security complexes of the Indo-Pacific region
Anmol Mukhia
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652 Bhushan Sharma, The Outsiders Within: A Dalit Feminist Standpoint in the Life Narratives of
Dalit Women
V. Kalyani and Latha Lavanya

653 Salma Siddique, Evacuee Cinema: Bombay and Lahore in Partition Transit (1940-1960)
Varda Nisar

654 S. Srivastava, Masculinity, consumerism and the post-national Indian city: streets,
neighbourhoods, home
Chinggelniang

656 Books Available for Review
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Volume 58 Number 4 December 2023 a

S clsivscoitininl o N
Cooperation and Conflict

Contents

Articles

What makes strategic narrative efficient: Ukraine on Russian 419

e-news platforms
Natalia Chaban, Svitlana Zhabotynska and Michéle Knodt

Small states shelter diplomacy: Balancing costs of entrapment 44|
and abandonment in the alliance dilemma
Rasmus Pedersen

Post-colonial gaslighting and Greenlandic independence: When 460
ontological insecurity sustains hierarchy
Emil Sondaj Hansen

Interlocking peace processes: Between competing and 485
complementing peacemaking efforts in interlocking conflicts

Lior Lehrs

Resource mobilization in security partnerships: Explaining 502

cooperation and coercion in the EU’s partnership with the
African Union
Ueli Staeger

Regional international organizations in Africa as recipients of 522
foreign aid: Why are some more attractive to donors than others?
Séren Stapel, Diana Panke and Fredrik Soderbaum

Everyday peace in the Ninewa Plains, Iraq: Culture, rituals, and 542
community interactions

Amal Bourhrous and Dylan O’Driscoll
Review Essay

The emerging corporate turn in transitional justice 56l
Line Jespersgaard Jakobsen
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CURRENT HISTORY

CONTENTS

323  Bodies in Revolt, Challenging the State inlIran. ............. . « Nazanin Shahrokni
The protests over headscarves were not only about women’s bodily autonomy. They were driven
by resentment of social injustices and the spread of state control into everyday spaces.

329 ‘There Is No Value’: Lebanon’s Middle Class Unpegged « o o655 545 Elizabeth Saleh
For many people coping with financial collapse in Beirut, the loss of a stable currency has brought
a drop in living standards and undermined middle-class expectations.

335  The Elections that Unmade Turkey’s DeMOCIACY o vc cosvinsnes s «+« .. Kerem Oktem

The time seemed ripe for the ouster of the ruling party after two decades in power. But a fractious
opposition fumbled the elections, leaving democratic institutions in peril.

342  The Citizenship Regime Change Behind Israel’s Rule-of-Law Crisis . . . . . . . Yael Berda
A pending judicial overhaul coupled with a law allowing revocation of citizenship means the end of
the liberal rule of law that separated Israelis from the occupation regime.

348 Racism and the Rollback of Tunisian PEMOEYACY . » 50w 5 wiirs w o B35i6.5 Stephen ]. King
An elected president has dismantled the system that brought him into office, derailing a racial
reckoning and stifling the last surviving democratic transition of the Arab Spring.

PERSPECTIVE
355  The Heavy Costs of Impunity for Syria’s Mass Violence . .......... Ugur Umit Ungor

The lack of consequences for the Assad regime’s brutality has exposed the absence of effective
international mechanisms to hold perpetrators of atrocities accountable.

BOOKS
358  The Power and Politics of Popular Egyptian Music . ............ . . . Andrew Simon

Egypts cultural gatekeepers have a contentious relationship with a musical genre that became the
soundtrack for the uprising in Tahrir Square, wary of its appeal to a youthful fan base.
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Defence and Intelligence Review

‘ Volume 03 « Issue No 1« January 2024 CONTENTS

— On the cover
§ . Bayraktar TB2 UAV is pictured carrying Roketsan

MAM-L and MAM-C laser-guided bombs. This
month, JDIR charts the development of Turkey’s
defence industry to become a global exporter of
materiel and looks to the country’s future as it
works towards self-sufficiency.

ANKARA ASCENPING

SPOTLIGHT
4

Transformational technology

Defence considers quantum computing future
6 Modern manufacturing

3D printing settles in for artisanal defence production
8 Divided diplomacy

The outlook continues to deteriorate for Armenia’s security domain
10 Integrated approach

NATO C-UAS trials explore holistic response to pervasive threat
12 Highdrama

Chinese air interceptions demonstrate evolving PLA capabilities
14 lIsrael-Gaza conflict

Islamic State encourages its supporters to target Jews globally
16 Metal meld

US Navy mulls new paint technology for quicker maintenance

INDUSTRY
18 Power player

Turkish defence manufacturing and exports
23 Ripple effect

Regional economic effects of the Gaza conflict

Current Journal Content 14

26 Capabilities in question
Canada’s defence budget

DEFENCE

28 Equipping the Pacific
US expeditionary logistics in the Indo-Pacific region
36 Confronting the dragon
Taiwan’s strengthening air defence capabilities
42 Shielded assets
Counter-hypersonic and BMD sensors in the Asia-Pacific region
48 Space defence
Asia-Pacific military use of US commercial services

SECURITY

52 Establishing priorities
The UNSC international deployment to Haiti
58 State of play
The security environment in Chiapas state, Mexico
62 Lingering tensions
The strategic security environment of Northeast Asia
66 Extreme emotion
The use of emotionology by accelerationist
right-wing extremists
72 Election efforts
Libya balance of power review - October 2023
76 Planting the seed
Colombia's counter-narcotics strategy

INTERVIEW
82 Mike Sewart
Chief Technology and Operating Officer, QinetiQ
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Defence and Peace Economics
Volume 34 Number 8 December 2023

CONTENTS

Articles

1003 Exposure to Conflict, Migrations and Long-run Education and Income Inequality: Evidence from
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Adnan Efendic, Dejan Kovac and Jacob N. Shapiro

1018 Effect of Witnessing House Raids and Arrests on Child Behavior: Evidence from Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict
Sameh Hallag and Belal Fallah

1039 Democracy, military expenditure and economic growth: A heterogeneous perspective
Xinyi Wang, Na Hou and Bo Chen

1071 Scientometric Analysis of the Relationship between Expenditure on Defence and Economic Growth:
Current Situation and Future Perspectives
Paula Gémez-Trueba Santamaria, Alfredo Arahuetes Garcia and Aurora Garcia Domonte

1091 Technological Emergence and Military Technology Innovation
Jon Schmid

1110 The Role of Stakeholders in Managing Government Research and Development Funding for
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LEGACY ISSUES AND NEW DIRECTIONS IN THE WORLD

GREAT POWER COMPETITION 10
BRI VS THE B3W

The unequal distribution of power and resources has created conditions for conflict or
even war between states. With the United States a declining hegemon and China on
the rise, a conflict between these two great powers was bound to erupt. In this regard,
the US government noted in the National Security Strategy of 2021 that China is a
competitor and a threat to its goals and to its desire to remain the dominant power in
the world. One of the factors that have brought China to the position of a challenge
and competitor to the US and other powers is the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). In
this paper, C Joshua Thomas and Haans ] Freddy throw some light on the great
power competition in the context of BRI and examine how the US is leading the
counterbalance with its Build Back Better World (B3W). The US and other liberal
countries are challenging the BRI by means of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(QUAD) and the Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP). What will be the consequences
of such a great power competition and what challenges the BRI might face in the
future are questions that this paper addresses

ESTABLISHING INDIA'S POLARITY IN GLOBAL POLITICS 22
A BALANCING ACT BETWEEN THE SCO AND THE QUAD

India’s foreign policy was historically rooted in movements like the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM), but currently, to counter China's rise in the Indo-Pacific region,
India has joined a US-driven association, the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(QUAD). India is also member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO),
which is a Eurasian bloc. Shabadat Hossain explores India's diplomatic balancing
act by analysing its stance in the Ukraine-Russia conflict and its participation in the
SCO and QUAD. He questions whether India merely balances or independently
shapes international affairs. In balancing relationships with the SCO and QUAD,
India demonstrates its diplomatic prowess and establishes a third pole, safeguarding
its national interests.

US-CHINA TRADE WAR 34
AN EXPLANATION

The US complaints about China’s unfair trade practices remained unresolved for a
very long time. Using techno-industrial policies, China was observed to have moved
permanently away from market-based principles. Even then, as the US and Chinese
economies are highly interdependent, a trade war between the two countries
appeared unthinkable. When President Trump launched a trade war against China,

4 WORLD AFFAIRS WINTER 2023 (OCTOBER - DECEMBER) VOL 27 NO 4

Current Journal Content 69 Vol. 23 / No. 1-2 / Jan.-Feb. 2024



a number of causal explanations were provided using systemic level factors. However,
systemic analysis was not sufficient to understand why the trade war happened
under President Trump. Also, the reason why trade was chosen as a weapon was
not explicitly given. In order to provide clearer answers, the author, Ragul P in this
article identifies a number of causal factors behind the US trade war against China.

SINO-PAKISTANI NUCLEAR COLLABORATION 62
THE US ASSESSMENT

Chirmi Kharay and Kavya Srivastava are putting up a study of the collaboration
between China and Pakistan on nuclear technology applications in the context of
US relations with Pakistan and taking into account Islamabad’s fear of India. The
non-proliferation agenda of the United States was derailed by the close association
between Beijing and Islamabad even though Pakistan remained an American ally
throughout the Cold War period and provided essential support to the US proxy
war against the Soviet Union in Afghanistan. The authors show that the evolving
strategic equation between the USA, the USSR, and the People's Republic of China
facilitated Pakistan's development of atomic weapons and allowed it to proliferate
them in various countries despite half-hearted Western attempts to sanction the
country.

INDIAN DIASPORA AS SOFT POWER IN SOUTH ASIA 82

The Indian diaspora is one of the largest, richest, oldest, and most dynamic in the
world. It surprisingly emerged as a source of India’s soft power. The Indian diaspora
has shown the ability to strengthen India’s global relations and to rebuild India’s
image beyond the borders. It disseminates Indian traditions and civilisation that
generate the feeling of “Indianness”. Though, during the pre-liberalisation period,
the diaspora had no adequate space in India’s foreign policy, after realising its worth
the Government of India is now cultivating it. The Indian diaspora is raising the
image of India especially in the United States of America (information technology &
software skills), United Arab Emirates (culture), and Saudi Arabia (entrepreneurship
or managerial assistance). However, in South Asia, the Indian diaspora is not a real
factor in support of objectives of India’s foreign policy. The objective of this research
paper by Kriti is to explore the significance of the Indian diaspora as India’s soft
power in South Asia and its impact on India’s bilateral relations with the countries
in the region.

A DESCRIPTION OF INDIA’S SERVICES EXPORT 96

The growth of the services sector is accompanied by the growth of the transactions
relating to services. In India, after 1991, the government took several systematic
measures to strengthen Indias position on global platforms. Indids trade as a
percentage of GDP has increased from around 17 per cent in 1991 to 37.81 per cent
in 2020 (according to World Bank). As per the data released by the World Trade
Organization in 2019, India’s share in global services export stood at 3.5 per cent as
against merchandise exports at 1.7 per cent (in 2018). The authors Arnob Pasl and
Sushanta Kumar Nayak give a brief description of the growth of India’s services
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trade from 2005 to 2020. For this study, the secondary data have been collected from
the WTO Trade in Services database, and based on the International Monetary Fund
database in the years from 2005 to 2020.

LEGACY AND SECURITISATION IN THE SYRIA CRISIS 106
A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF HASSAN NASRALLAH'S SPEECHES

After the Arab Spring took place in Syria in 2011, the relationship between the rulers
and the ruled across the region became increasingly strained. In a fractious context,
several opposition groups sought to overthrow the regime in Syria, as a consequence
of a perceived lack of religious legitimacy. The Lebanese Hezbollah policies towards
the Syrian crisis have been impacted by ideological variables, the regional balance of
ower, Arab community structures, and geo-strategic factors. Hassan Nasrallah, the
E:ader of Lebanese Hezbollah has rcgular%y delivered speeches to secure the survival
of the Axis of Resistance. The main aim of this paper is to investigate the objects of
threat and the legacies which were used for the securitisation in the Syrian crisis. The
authors, Rashed Alrasheed and Khalid Amur Salim Al-Shamli show that legacy
issues facilitate the securitisation of Israel, USA, ISIS, and Sunni groups in Syria and
generate suitable circumstances to move the audience of the Axis of Resistance

SUGGESTED DIRECTIONS FOR EDUCATIONAL REFORMS 132
INDIA’S NEW NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY

Céme Carpentier De Gourdon reflects on the profound and momentous changes
taking place in many areas of knowledge and on the need to adopt educational
methocﬁ and materials to this rapid evolution in the sciences and techniques, while
honouring and restoring the valid traditions and indigenous cultures of learnin
of ancient civilisations. The author provides an overview of the proposed Nationaﬁ
Education Policy being mooted by tﬁe government of India.

WOMAN AND CHILD-WITCH STIGMATISATION 146
A FORM OF GENDER DISCRIMINATION IN NIGERIA

The child-witch phenomenon in Nigeria is a devastating menace that is ravagin

families in the Akwa-Ibom and Cross River states of the Southern Region o
Nigeria. This phenomenon is a creation of religious frauds like witch-doctors, Alfas,
priests, prophets and prophetesses who claim that they have the power to know
who is a witch or wizard. This has led to over 200,000 children between the ages
of 5 and 17, being thrown out on to the streets. Women also suffer a similar fate
in the hands of their husbands, in-laws and children. The situation had become so
dreadful that the Governor of Akwa-Ibom State passed a Child Rights Law, which
prohibits stigmatising any child, as a witch, or ﬁ)(illing or maiming any child, in
addition to the existing provisions of the Criminal and Penal Codes. Emmanuel A
Adesina, Adeola Omotunde and Olufemi Abifarin, examine critically this category
of criminal behaviour and offer a pragmatic solution to the problem.

CONTRIBUTORS 164
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