Mr, J.R.D. Tatal's speech at the inauguration of the
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research on
15th January 1962

Mr, Prime Minister, Shri Sri Prakasa, Shri Chaven, Ladies and Gentlemen,
1. £s Chairmen of the Council of this Institute, it is my privilege
and deep pleasure to welcome you &ll here today and to thank you for
responding to our invitation. I am particularly heppy to welcome The
Prime Minister, the Governor and the Chief Minister of our State and to
thank them for their participation in this function. .4lso welcome

Krishna Menon, Defence Minister,

2 I an also happy to welcome Mr, Krishna Menon to whose Ministry
we are indebted for the release of this fine plot of land which used to be
in their possession. Many of those present were on this very site, eight
years and fourteen days ago, when you, Mr. Prime Minister, were good
enough to lay the foundation stone of this set of buildings and laboratories
which are to be inaugurated and, so to speak, consecrated this afternoon.

We were grateful for your presence then; we are even more grateful and
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heppy for it today, for in the intervening years you have given constantly
renewed proof of your sustained interest and that of your Government in
the work done here; an interest without which the Institube, could never

have grown to its present statuture of one of the world's leading centres

of fundamental resecarch.

3, Tall ogks do not from all little acorns grow, but 1f this acorn
planted some seventeen years ago, is now such a tall and sturdy oak, it
is mainly because of the encouragement and generous financial support it

has received from the Guverument of India, thanks to you, Sir. For that
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we are deeply grateful as we are also to the Government of Maharashtra
and its predecsssor, the Government of Bombay, who joined Tatas from the

very beginning as co-sponsors of the Institute and have borne their share

of the burden ever sincec.

4, While this Institulte has benefitsd much from the generous

support it has reccived and from the large funds placed at its disposal
by the Central Government over the years, I venture to claim, on its
behalf, that the services it has, renderad to Indian scisnce end to the
country as a whole, have been fully commensurate with the effort and
funds lavished on it., In thanking, thcrefore, the Govermment of India,

the Government of Maharashtra and the Tata Trusts for their sponsorship
and support of this Institute, I hope I may, at the same time, congratulate
them on the excellence of their judgment in making such a sound and
rewarding nationzl investiment}

5. I shall leave it to Dr. Bhabha to describe or evaluate the
scientific work done in this Institute. To most of us the world of pure
science, and particularly that of. higher mathemetics and theoretical
physics is a totelly alien one far beyond our ken cr comprehension, but
although some may deplore it we do vaguely realise that our present
civiligation is being increasingly moulded by the headlong edvence of
science ond technology; that wbstract scientific theories of today

nay well become practical realities of to-morrow and, that in our own
country the vast programme of development on which we have embarked under
the Prime Ministor's leadership camnot succesd if we do not keep pace with

the march of science and technology in other countries.
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7. It is, in passing, of interecst to note that, as far back as

a century ago, &t a time when most of today's scientific knowledge did not
exist, Jamsetjee Tata, almost prophetically, saw clearly the need for
Indians to become science and technology minded zs a prerequisite to their
achieving political frceedom and economic progress. There has been, happily,
a striking thread of continuity linking Jamsetjee's drcam of yesterday to
the reality of today Ior it was Jumsetjee who founded the Institute of
Scicnce at Bangalore. It was there that Dr. Bhabha undertook his first
seientific work in India and it was to continue and expand this vealuable
work that the Tatas Trusts and the Government of Bombay jointly formed this
Institute.

8. We are all aware of the immense progress Indie has nmade in
scicnce and technology since the days of Jamsetjee Tata, and particularly
since Independence, thanks again to our Prime Minister's vision and under-
standing., Only a feow amongst us, however, reglise that in the specialised
fields of mathemgtics and theorctical physics on which are being laid the
foundations of the new abomic agz in which we shall soon &ll live happily -
unless we are all blown up before that - thce major part of the work done
in India has been centred in this Institute.

9. While the Institw e has contributed substantially to the
world's pocl of knowledge in the fields of high cnergy physics and
mathemabics, in my view its greatest value to India has lain in the
training, the opportunities, cnd for further study and experimentation in
the inspiration it has provided to a host of promising and enthusiastic
young scientists, most of whom are today ploying a vitel part in the

development in India of the use of nuclear energy for pcaceful purpcses.
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10, Before I meke way Tfor the more important speakers on the

programme, I would be foiling in my dubty as well as depriving myself of
much pleasure if I omitted to take this opportunity to say something about
the part Dr. Homi Bﬁabha has played in the cstablishment and development
not only of this Institute bit of India's progress in the field of nuclear
science and atomic energy.

i1, Scizntist, cngincer, artist, builder and organiser oxtra-

ordinary, Dr, Bhabha is poerhups still too youngz to be referred to as the
father of Indian stomics, but whother he likes it or nct, there is no
doubt whatever that that is how he will be known in the future, for, to
the best of my knowledge, cvery single programme of rescerch and develop-
ment in the ficld of nuclear scicnce and atomic encrgy undertsken wp o
now in India, has in somc way or znother been his personal baby.,

12, Like aolmost all groat mathematiciens and theorcetical physicists,
Dr, Bhabha achievcd international rccognition at an early age. If he hed
chosen to remain in foreign lands and continued te devote his crcative
genius to purc scicnce, he might well have become known as one of the
greatest scicntific minds of the century. He chose instead to return to
serve India and to apply his formideble mental powers and capacity for
creative work to the task of giving India the spscieliscd and highly
rercfied disciplines and technigues nccessary to horness nuclear energy

for peucceful purposcs. Boginning witb.this Institute, which he founded in
o very smoll wey in 1945, with the help of the Tate Trusts and the then -
Government of Bombay, Dr, Bhabha, on behalf of the Government of India, went
on to create end dircet the ..tomic Encrgy Estoblishment ot Trombay and the
national atonmic progreomme o5 Secrctory to Government in the Department

of atomic Energy and Chairmcn of the ntomic Bnergy Commission. To him
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goes the major credit for the almost incrediblc progress that India has,
in o very fow yoors, nede in the ficld of ctomics and the stature she has
ecquirced in the world. I co nct wish to cmﬁﬁrrass Dr. Bhabha ony further,
but it is right that, on this cccacion, we should pay tribute to him and

rcecognise the immensc conurivusion he hos ngds ond still continues to make
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to India's scicentific und industrial progress,

13, I fecl I shouid, bsfore T conclude, clmost mention onc osther
man who did much in nis time for the dovclopment of Indicn scientific
resources in gencral and for this Institute in perticular. I refor to the
late Dr. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar., Just ws Dr. Bhabha has been primerily
respongible for all dovolopmcnts in India in nuclear physics and ctomic
energy, Dr. Bhatnagar was the moving spirit in the cstsblishment of the
great chain of national laboratorics scot up by the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Rescaerch under the leadership of its Chairman, the Prinme
Minister, Dr. Bhatnagar, as Dircctor of the Council of Scicntific and
Industrial Rescarch and Scerotary to Government in the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Scientific Rescarch, wos & staunch supporter of the
work of Dr. Bhabha in this Institutc and we honour his memory for the pert
he played in our dovelopment,

14, Moy I welcome you all once again and thank you very much for

your prescncc and encouragencnt?





