Speeeh delivereld by the Prime Minisbter, Mes. Indira Garial, ou the

cecusion of the inaugurgtion of the ilomi Bhabha Aucitorium
on the 9th of November, 19488,
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' Mr, Governor, Mr. Chisf Minister, Mr. Tata, Mrs. Bhabhz, Distinruished

Scientists, and Distinguishod Guests:

It is indoed s very great plessuro for me to be here Li.is evening to
dedicuty: thic imprecsive Auwditorium in the name of Dr. ilomi Bhabhn. The
stubure of & man cun bo judged by the width of his mentpl rorizon., iomi
Bhabhs was & man who bridged the generabtions - he bridged tnn old and the
new, the west with the east. He was equally «t home - in fcb, more than
aﬁ home ~ in the world of science end in tho world of the ¢ -us, For, nc

was & creator and s doer - a man of thought as well as a me v of sebicn,

Ll

Indian scienco owes much to him; in fuct, I would sgy that ~he whole of

India owus him a very groat deal. Amonpgst hls many actblivitica he founded
this Institute of which we arc «ll so proud, the Tata Instllute of Pundes

Rescarch. It is o living end a wonderful tribute to him. £ hud the osension

this mornlng of buing shown around, anit [ must say thabt T w s Dull of pride

to see how 1t has grown from strongbth Lo strongth, aund Yo o o nor 44 hus
1 i »

dovelopud such o« fine toam of young and dedicnbed sciontint: in o punbor

fields. And, now [ am hore to dedicabu this dwlivorium in lowi Bhebhu's
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Moat of us here know Homi Dhnbha not only es a pgrauh we o, an o {ias and

grmat delontist, bul ey o worm and personal friund. I don', know when I
first mat him, but I know that I got to knou 5xm in 195?, i1 these days

wh@n travwl was synonymmus wlbb lﬂiobru, ond we sbarad & Jofmgﬁ from India

bo M&iﬁaille%. It was, in a way, my 1ntroductiwn to soiwnc* nlao.\ For walorg
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f:with us wuﬂ Dr. C V Raman, and 6lncq nobody‘haa much tu do far bwo or threo
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;‘waaks ﬁhaﬁ wo ware on board, 1t waﬁ a wandarful op@artunltv for mc to it tc
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;}knuw tmaam great son& of Indlz and to bc aducntud uy them.
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Moty tribules heve boeun peid to iomi Bhabhe end there is hardl
anything new whichh [ cuen add. But for me, to the admiretion for nim 1s
addod o warm affcelion, not only for the {ricndshlp which  had for him,

but for the fricudchip which hoe gave to my futher, and whirh I know muant

b

o very grost deal to my father. In the life of o politiei n, it cocms to
be full of glamour from the outside, but it lacks many of “host wurm
moments of sensitivity that other people take for granted in their every-
doy life. I know thet Homi Bhabha opencd one such 'window' for my fabhoer,
and h¢ always found it no matter how tired my father was, :.0 matter how
lote it wgs in the night, he always found time for Dr. Bhavha, not only
because the problems which Dr. Bhebha brought were important and he wanted
to give them urgent attention, but because he found 2zt the same time it
wos relaxing and it wes en entiruly aew world. e are oii congecious of
the importance ol ucionce to the world, but cvon more specinlly to ths
world of India, the world that is atili living in mony con swries, thatb

stili has a very long way to go before it cun provide, as i last speadoer

s5:.id, the good things orf Life, or cven bhe neeesssry basic things of Life
Lo owutb wf our people,

Ary s just ws ifmportant bu men as seionee is, for oivhoun ot thurc
can be no rull unfolding of the humsn personalily and witt sut arl Lifs would
“indrcd be poor. The poct Tugore has said: 'Tho arb instirct cannot be
confinud to intollectual path, socisl values or moral jud, casct,  Men

born thh the uupacity to trenseond hims uli and his surro?hdinqa; in art
hu reanla thi& quality of Lranaﬂondqu. Vhen our heart o fully awckened
1n‘love, or in othor great Lmotxon s, our pgruonality is ir lbs flood-tv.ide.
”Then it feals thv longzng to uxnruya itself fbp the very : =zke of expressioa.
Than ycmes art and we forgrt the’claims of neces 51ty, Bhu, thﬁift,éf'u&efulv‘
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‘ness, am& the spltgs of our tﬁmpldw try to kisg thc ntdl" -nd the notes of
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our music to fathom the depth of the ineffable. For man by nature is an
artist; he never roceives pessively and accurately in his nind g phys_i:cal
representation of the things around him. Thero goes on 2 sontinual adepba-
tion, o transformation of facts into human imagery, through constant touch:s
of his sentiments and imegination.” This 18 whet 'raéore bad seld. Bubt wo
find that whether it is ér’c ar sclence, it can be of valuc to the human
boing only to the extent that it spesks to that person. irt may be a '
universal language, if we ourselves were universal in our sympathy. But
our very nature, ths power of tradition and convention, au well as our
hereditary instinct, restricts the scope of our capacity jor artistic
enjoyment, or even of understanding of new thought form. Owr very i.‘;d:'."
vidualnity establishes in one sense a limit to owr underst:unding, aud c.r
personality secks its own affinities in the crection of t-e power, ‘iz
see our own image in the universe, and our particuler supcrstition some -

tines dictates the mods of our percoption.

So whon we tualk of scicenco in Indla, it means not only of doin:

Lhings - whethor ¢ Lo exporiment in fundamanbal reucerch, whother 1

the outcome of rese.rch in the form of the applicabion of it to tochuclor -,
Yo bringing & boetier life Lo the pooplo - bub it moans chunging tho ovblo o

of tho peoplc. It neons widoning thoir horizon, eunbling thom to unbirat oo

(

Lo went to undorstand whal is happening olswwhmu, Lo watls tc Lol tese L
We scek f‘rom owr scientists, therafore, not mamly thab thay chould oo con-
cerned with thair spccii‘ic ficlds, but that they should ub the gpine bime

bc educatlonalist.s, and try t.o explam the mean:.ng of sciznee, the seurch
b

‘ for ‘crutb, the search for knouledge, to the people aroum! them. .

)

Teda}', in India we face many pmb},ems. They are mwtly the pr obkams -

I

f«l,‘bhga &gﬁ Qled pmblama - oi‘ poverty, of eccnomic b;mham’dne 58, 4o oma of (yh;



problems of tradition, of superstition, and odded to then the many problens
which come.out of devclopment, growbth and change. But porheps the greatest
problem 1s the problem of changing faster, changing mothods of work, modaes
of thinking, not only rmongst those who are illiturcte, or do not have the
privilege of = higher education; but even emongst those of us who do have
that privilege. I find thct when one mekes a gencralisablon and says there
should be chenge, or opportunity should be givon to youngur people, greéter
responsibility should be given to younger scientists, technologists end
others everybody agrees. But when o specific case comes up, then there
ero o hundred ond ono roassonsg why it camnot be done, end until we can geb,
until we have tho strungth to break through this wall which, I must adéit,
I find a very powerful, strong and high woll imprisoning us, until we con
brogk through; science will have valuc only for ¢ few in Indis. It is
those who work in this Institute are indeed privileged, for they have tho
fecling of perticipution, they heve rosponsibility, and they feel they

gro contributing. I wish I could say the same for all our other Institulcs.
But this is the problem which ié bofore us, wnd which ir our burdcﬁ, rnd
which we must beuar, or we must loern how to discard. I r~m nob pubting
this burden on to you, because 1 know that it rests fully snd squerely
on the shoulders of the Government of Indirn. But I woull like you to
tnderetond thet it 13 not” u problem by igapif. It is linkad to the thiclking
in the cntire cowntry, thinking to which we have boen conditicned for hun-
druds of yeers, but, perh}ps, mere 8pecielly in the last fifty years cor so.
Wo munt oll work toﬁuthor to see how we can changs thqs; things, how we cua
- removey the superstition, fbr, i‘think, this also is in ¢ w:y a superctibion
thet ohl} o certain tyﬁes of péoéie ¢an do cerbain work ~ it is a nov form
- of the caste system. We £ind in the world, certainly in Indis, that one

3‘ type of ceste system, if not 'broken, at lenst is weakéncd, But bhers are



many other caste systoms of more recent origin which are still to be

broken wd to be discarded.

We have pmd ’oribu‘am to Dr. Bhabha ~ there ia tﬂid building, thor.
is t.ha Audz:borumx and, perh'\ps , many other Lhmgs, roads wnd buildinge will
be numed after hm.‘ But I think, the greatest tribute tc him is the work
of the briiiient young scientists who#x‘he inspired, and wno in turn will
inspire cogntless number of other young people, and I th:'.nk‘that thu
greatest tribut.é, the mosfc,’ lasting momorial, te Dr. Bhabha can only b

that wo keep alive hig spirit, that we keep alive his viiion, fur hus was

T
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a manOf great v}ar#at,ali.ty as Mr Tate hes pointed out, of groat wud )
;éic}ed yaien’c‘.s.‘ ‘But whab‘iiii:‘#.ed‘him above the rest waﬁ‘hlz‘s visicn of the
futuré,‘h‘:‘ms fﬁit'h L'ﬁ Imh;.a'.'s ‘fu‘bu‘ro.“ It ‘im only with thet vision ol
that faith thut we can mould the- fubture. It is when we lose bhat 03

when we think thot we do not hove the strength to do ser
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strength ibtsclf ebbs wand decreases, and in trubth we do nsb have it. D

when we think that we have 4b, wnd we put our falth in ib, and work with

that inspiretion, then the strength dowt grther within
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the most difficult, tho most complicatoed of problems, and we ci @ oLV fhei.

This Ingtitute is o living proof that Indic cin é7 it, 'nd I nope th .t ouis

upirit will spread 1o our other insbituticonr, and throu hout th.

and will incpire the youngor generation to jpive their boat, ad i oo

thon their best, so that India cen create that now Lifc tor hor veopls,

for which scienco and theo word incresging knowledge hody givee ua the

3

opporftmzi't,y t;cx do .
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I haVe 5; eat ple&su:o in du\kiwtmx thls Audlbm tum, and 1 bhaouk

3‘!“you i‘or gn.v:mg mo thws upp@rtumuv of meel ing all t.hﬁ G zutlngui hed
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