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About this Issue

The government of Pakistan ceded minor concessions to Northern Areas as part of “ The Gilgit
Baltistan Empowerment and Self Governance Order 2009.” As a result, the Northern Areas
would now be referred as Gilgit Baltistan, which off cour se has been along standing demand of
the people of this region. Even though Prime Minister Gilani claimed that the order would vest
similar status to the Northern Areas as the other provinces of Pakistan, it is far from ensuring
thesame. Theorder hasmet with mixed reactionswith some political partiesrejecting it completely
while some expressing dissatisfaction on its shortcomings.

There are several reportsin theissue which talk about the growing Chinese influence in the PoK
at length. Chinaismaking itsway through investmentsin building infrastructure- roads, dametc
in thisunderdevel oped region. Intimes of economic crisis coupled with the political instability in
Pakistan, China is successfully cajoling the establishment by way of heavy investments in the
PoK.

Some political groups in PoK have reiterated that India should ascertain that the people of
Gilgit Baltistan are also consulted in any understanding which may be arrived on Kashmir in
future between India and Pakistan.

Priyanka Singh

September 2009



Empower ment & Self-gover nance
Package or Governor’s Rule in Gilgit-
Baltistan

Senge H Sering

Theterm* sdf governance’ iscoined to defusepressure
fromtheinternational organizations, which demand
genuinepolitical andjudicia rightsfor the people of
Gilgit-Bdtigtan. Pakisan hasbeenillegdly rulingthese
regionsthrough presdentid ordinancessincelast sixty-
three years. This package is a prelude to the
governor’sruleand will only strengthen Pakistani
coloniaism. Just like the Chairman of the Northern
AreasLegidativeAssembly, thegovernor will bean
outsider, either from Punjab or NWFP, who will act
liketheviceroy of Pakistan.! Thesearethewords of
Manzoor Hussain Parwana, Chairman of the
separatist politica party called Gilgit-Batistan United
Movement. He was commenting viaemail on the
recently passed presidential ordinancecaled’ Gilgit-
Bdtistan Empowerment and Self-Governance Order
2009'. Thepresidential ordinancewas approved on
Saturday by thefederal cabinet, which will replace
the existing Northern Areas Governance Order 1994
and Legal Framework Order of 2001.

Tosomeextent, hisfearsarelegitimate. For example,
instead of an el ected chief minister (of thelegidative
assembly) who will be alocal politician, the non-
elected and non-loca governor will havetheauthority
to chooseand appoint theministers. Theauthority of
the governor to hireand firethe ministerswill only
lead to horse-trading and palitical manipulation. It will
makethe membersof thelegidative assembly more
loyal to thegovernor rather than to the chief minister
whoissupposedly the chief executive. Thetwo-tier
system; in which a minister is appointed by the
governor, but answerabl e to the chief minister, will
only makethesystem moreambiguousandinefficient.
Likewise, itisnot clear whether the Chief Minister
will bechosenby thelegidativeassembly or the Gilgit-
Baltistan Council, which will be dominated by
Pakistani federal ministers. Further, the law that
restrictsthe number of ministerstosix isstill to be
identified. Pakistan is known worldwide for its
extensive fleet of ministers and advisors, both at
federa and provincid levels. Ina‘ province-like' set
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up of Gilgit-Baltistan, wouldn’t alarge number of
ministerial entourage be more suitableto the needs of
Idamabad to buy loyaties? Theannua budget would
be presented beforethe Gil git-Batistan Assembly but
will be approved by the bureaucrats of the KANA
Divisoninldamabad. Themembersof theassembly
will bevistingthe KANA bureaucrasmoreoftenthan
attending the assembly sessions so to ensurefunds
for their constituency and secure future terms of
elections.

Likewise, thefederally dominated Gilgit-Baltistan
Council will overshadow thelocaly el ected assembly.
Consequently, legidativeauthority of theassembly will
awaysremain under threst. Thenumber of thecouncil
membersisstill not clear, whether itissix or fifteen.
But one thing is clear that the prime minister of
Pakistan will havetheveto power to overruleany bill
passed by thelegidative assembly; whichisaserious
violation of theUNCIPresolutionson Gilgit-Batistan.
Pakigtani officidsclaimed that theNorthern Areasfall
under the direct jurisdiction of the President of
Pakigtanand, therefore, Presdent Asif Ali Zardari will
issue an order after approval of the same by the
Federa Cabinet. Thevalidity of satementslikethese
should be challenged since the regions of Gilgit-
Bdtistan—asper the UNCI P resol utions—do not fall
under theauthority of any Pakistani representativeand
therefore neither the president nor the cabinet
membershave any legal position to make decisions
ontheseregions.

Political leaders from the Indian Kashmir and
Muzaffarabad - the capital of Pakistan-controlled
Kashmir —have a so expressed their disapproval of
the ordinance. For instance, members of the Azad
Jammu & Kashmir (AJXK) LegidativeAssembly have
called an urgent All Parties Conference (APC) on
September 1, 2009 to demand of Pakistanto reunite
Gilgit-Baltistan withAJK, whichiscurrently under
Pakistani control. Similarly, theretired Chief Justice
of AJK Supreme Court has called the ordinance a
ploy to damagethe Kashmir cause. The Chairman of
the United Jehad Council, Syed Salahuddin has
termed the ordinance as another evidence of a
weakened Pakistani stand on the Kashmir issue. He
thinks, thisway, Pakistan isproviding adeliberate



excuseto Indiato convert LoC into aninternational
border and annex Kashmir, Jammu and Ladakh. Pro-
Indian Kashmiri groups havetermed the ordinance
asyet another violation by Pakistan of the UNCIP
resolutions. Kashmiri politicians from AJK are
dismayed sincethey were not consulted during the
process; only inputs from the federal ministers of
Pekistan weretaken. Eventhelocal peopleof Gilgit-
Baltistan were kept in dark till the last moment.
Representativesof Pakistan Muslim League-N, an
aly of thegoverning PeoplesParty, ared so offended
for being ignored during the consultative sessions.
Pakistan Muslim League (Q) and National Front of
Pakistan have opposed the ordinance by calingitan
executive order. The Human Rights Advocacy
Network has opposed the ordinancesinceit failsto
meet the genuine aspirations and demands of the
people of Gilgit-Baltistan. Spokesperson of the
Baawaristan National Front (BNF) expressed that if
Pakistan isclaiming to follow theAJK model, then
people of Balawaristan should be allowed to el ect
their own president and the prime minister. Heis
concerned to seethe Pakistani prime minister asthe
chairman of Gilgit-Batistan Council. Hesaysthat the
congtitution of Pakistan doesnot permit any Pakistani
to hold such apost. Eventhe UNCIPresolutionsbar
Pakistani nationalstointerferein theadministrative
affairsof Baawaristan.

For thoseamong the natives of Gilgit-Baltistan who
call themselves pro-Pakistani, the package is
somehow disappointing. Their demandto see Gilgit-
Bdtistan asthefifth province of Pakistan and getting
representation in Pakistani parliament remains
unfulfilled. Theofficiasdescribed thedecisonas“the
Northern Areaswill have self-rule on the pattern of
Azad Kashmir. They will haveprovince-likeautonomy
but will not be aprovince constitutionally. Prime
Minister Gilani echoed similar opinion by saying that
snceGilgit-Batistanisnot acongtitutiond part of the
country and arelinked with the Kashmir issue, we
can not give them representation in the parliament.
Although the Kashmir issueisquoted asthereason
by Pakistan for denial of genuine autonomy to the
peopleof Gilgit-Batigtan; itisPakistan’sown colonia
designsto maintainitscontrol ontheseregionswhich
providenot only astablelink to Chinabut to Central
Asian marketsand natural resourcesaswell.
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Indiahasalocated twenty-four seatsin the Jammu &
Kashmir LegidativeAssembly for therepresentatives
of AJK and Gilgit-Baltistan. Balawaristan National
Front has demanded Indiato allow representatives
from Gilgit-Baltistan tofill their share of the seats.
Somelawsre ated to guaranteeing autonomy existed
inGilgit-Bdtigan until the 1970s. Unfortunately, they
have been abrogated dueto thelack of sincerity on
part of Pakistani establishment. Unless the new
ordinancefor Gilgit-Baltistan provesitsworth and
fulfill itspromises, politiciansof Gilgit-Bdtistan will
continuetofed betrayed yet again.

TheAuthor isVisiting Fellow at IDSA. Theauthors
views are his personal.

Footnotes

1 http://skardu.blogspot.com/2009/09/gil git-baltistan-sel f-
governance.html



“Pro-liberation group of Pakistan
administered Kashmir keen tojoin peace
dialogue,”

August 31, 2009

Badawaristan Nationd Front (BNF) chairman, Abdul
Hamid Khan has said that Indiashould involvethe
people of Gilgit Balistan, Chitral and Shhenaki
K ohistan regionsin the peace dial ogue process of
Kashmir. Taking to reportershereon Thursday, Khan
said, “ A dialogue on Kashmir between Indiaand
Pakistan should not ignore the strategic importance
of Balwaristan”. “India should not ignore Gilgit
Bdtistan which combining Chitral comprisesanarea
of 100,000 sguare kilometres. Whenever thereisa
dialogueregarding Kashmir, Indiashould include
people of Gilgit Baltistan,” he added.He also
expressed concern at the recent construction of 16
airstripsalong the Karakorum Highway (KKH) that
links Pakistan with China. “Wewant to liveasan
independent country. Our independent country will
be peaceful for Pakistan aswell asIndiaand aso will
be good for Chinabecause our areawouldn’t beused
for terrorism. Border of Indiawill becomesafeand it
will provide Indiaan approach to Central Asiaand
China. Wewant Indiato request Chinato stop the
processof leasing our hills...lands, construction of
argrips, railway lineswhichit hasstarted by deploying
itsforces,” hefurther stated.

http://sify.com/news/
fullstory.php?a=jh5n4fhgcjh&title=Pro_liberation_group
of_Pekistan_adminisered Kashmir_keen to join pesce didogue

“Pak renamesthe Northern Areasas
Gilgit-Baltistan”

ISLAMABAD: In a move with far-reaching
implications, the Pakistan government on August 29
approved asdf-governance and reforms packagefor
theNorthern Areas, renamingit as* Gilgit-Batistan”,
part of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). The
strategically located Northern Areas, which borders
the North West Frontier Province to the west,
Afghanistan and Chinato the north and Jammu and
Kashmir to the east, will have rightsakinto those of
Pakistan’sfour provinces, asstated by PrimeMinister
Yousuf RazaGilani.

A Monthly Newsl etter on Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

The “Gilgit-Baltistan Empowerment and Self
Governance Order 2009”, unveiled by Gilani at a
newsconferencein ldamabad, isasoamed at giving
the Northern Areas “full internal autonomy” and
changing theregion’snameto Gilgit-Baltistan. The
order will comeinto effect after President Asif Ali
Zardari formally ratifies it by issuing an official
notification.
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/pak-renames-the-northern-
areas-as-gilgitbaltistan/100292-2.html

“Reform packagefor NAsreceives
wide applause,”
Hunza Times, August 30, 2009

GILGIT: Peopleacross Gilgit-Baltistan including
public representatives, ulema, notables, political
leadersand intell ectual shave widely welcomed the
new Gilgit Baltistan Empowerment and Self
Governance Order, 2009. The high-powered
Committee under the chairmanship of Minister for
Kashmir and Northern Areas (KANA) prepared the
reforms package to provide autonomy to the area.
Syed Mehdi Shah, President PPP Gl git Bdtistan, Hgji
FidaMuhammad Nashad, Member NAsAssembly,
RgaJdd Hussain, Chairman, Didtrict council Skardu,
AhmadAli, Chairman, Municipa Committee Skardu
sadthe packagewould go alongway in devel opment
and empowerment of people of thearea.

http://hunzati mes.wordpress.com/2009/08/30/reform-
package-for-nas-recei ves-wide-appl ause/

“Gilgit-Baltistan,”
Dawn Editorial, August 31, 2009

The Gilgit-Baltistan Empowerment and Self
Governance Order, 2009 approved by the federal
cabinet on August 29 has received mixed initial
reactions. At least one change hasbeen universally
applauded though: renaming the Northern Areas
Gilgit-Baltistan has met along-standing demand of
the people of theareawho chafed under an appdlation
that was simply the geographical expression of the
ared spogitionvis-avisJammu and Kashmir, i.e. the
‘northern areas’ of Jammu and Kashmir. But while
thefederal government anditsallieshavetrumpeted
the other changesto the administrative structure of
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Gilgit-Baltistan, the peopleof theareahavebeenless
thanimpressed.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/provinces/16-gil git-bal tistan-
hs-02

“Rescuing the Northern Areas,”
Editorial, Daily Times, August 31, 2009

Some peoplethink that the self-governancereforms
packagefor the Northern Areasannounced onAugust
29isaready too littletoo late. But given how many
thingsisnowherenear solutioninthecountry, the PPP
government hastaken theright step. The Northern
Areaswill beGilgit-Baltistan from now on, withits
own elected Assembly, albeit in parallel to an
independent Council working under a centre-
appointed governor.

http:/Avww.dailytimes.com.pk/

Oefault. agp?page=2009%65C08%65C31%05Cd0ry_31-8-
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“Gilgit-Baltistan govt in 3 months:
Farooq,”
The News, August 29, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Minigter for Overseas Pakistanisand
Parliamentary |leader of theMQM Dr Farooq Sattar
stated the el ectionsin Gilgit-Batistanwould be held
in next three monthsto install Asad-Kashmir like
government there. Addressing anewsconference, he
further noted that a cabinet committee would be
constituted to remove hurdles for merging Gilgit-
Batistanin Pakistaninaccordancewith theresolutions
of United Nations.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp?d=86015

“Cabinet approves ‘Gilgit-Baltistan
Empower ment and Self Gover nance
Order 2009',”

Associated Press of Pakistan, August 29, 2009

ISLAMABAD: The Cabinet on August 29 approved
asalf governancereformspackagefor the country’s
NorthernAressaimeda givingitfull interna autonomy
besideschangingitsnomenclatureto Gilgit Batistan.
Prime Minister Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani while
addressing a press conference in Islamabad
announced the Cabinet’sdecison of ‘ Gilgit Batistan
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Empowerment and Saf Governance Order 2009’ that
will replace the earlier ‘Northern Areas Legal
Framework Order 1994’ . The specially convened
meeting of the Cabinet unanimously approved the
Order’sdraft after being discussed with al the stake
holders. ThePrimeMinister said ahigh powered
Committee under the chairmanship of Minister for
Kashmir and Northern Areas (KANA) prepared the
reforms package to provide autonomy to the area.
He mentioned that all major improvements for
Northern Areas were made during the period of
Pakistan Peoples Party including thefirst Northern
Areas Council Lega Framework Order 1974 75 by
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto and further democretizationthrough
Northern Areas Legal Framework Order 1994 by
Benazir Bhutto.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view&id=85033& Itemid=2

“PML-N welcomes approval of Self-
Governancefor NA: Ahsan”

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-
N) welcomed the approval of Self-Governancefor
the Northern Areas, saying PML-N would support
every sepwhichamed to bring peopleof theseareas
into mainstream. Information Secretary, Ahsan | gbal
stated that Nawaz Sharif hasbeen agreat supporter
of giving samerightsto people of Gilgit-Baltistan
region like other areas of the country have. He said
that the people of these areas should be given
resourcestoimproveinfragtructure, socid sector anda
university shouldbesstupfor sudentstoget higher education.

http://www.onlinenews.com.pk/details.php?id=151049

“PML-Q regectsnew package,”
Daily Times, August 30, 2009

ISLAMABAD: ThePakistan Mudim League-Quaid
(PML-Q) onAugust 29 rejected the new package
for Northern Areas approved by the federal
government. PML-Q’s member in the National
Assembly, Marvi Memon, who isin charge of the
party’sGilgit-Baltistan affairs, in astatement noted
the Gilgit-Baltistan (Empowerment and Self
Governance) Order 2009, as approved by the
cabinet, failed to give provisond provincid statusto
the region. It was aso short of AJK-style self-
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governance, thelongstanding demand of the people
of the Northern Areas, she added.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C08%5C30%5Cstory 30-8-
2009 pol 4

“Gilgit Baltistan to have new governor,”
Hunza Times, August 29, 2009

The Federa Cabinet hasunanimously approved the
new Gilgit Baltistan Empowerment and Self-
Governance Ordinance 2009 to givefull internal and
politica autonomy tothe NorthernAress. Itsmesting
was held here on Saturday under the chairmanship of
PrimeMiniger Syed Yousuf RazaGilani. Giving sdient
features of the Ordinance, the Prime Minister told
newsmen that the new name of the Northern Areas
shdl beGilgit Batigtan.

Hesaid therewill beaGovernor for Gilgit Baltistan
who will be appointed by the President of Pakistan.
Hesadtill theelection of the Legidative Assembly,
Minister for Kashmir and Northern Areas will be
acting asaGovernor. Therewill beaChief Minister
who shall beelected by Gilgit Baltistan Legidative
Assembly. Hewill be assisted by six ministerswith
provision of two advisors. The PrimeMinister said
that Legisative Assembly will have twenty four
memberswho will be elected directly. In addition,
therewill be six women and threetechnocrat sests.

http://hunzatimes.wordpress.com/2009/08/29/gil git-
baltistan-to-have-new-governor/

“Nawaz for parliamentary session on NAs
package,”
Daily Times, September 1, 2009

LAHORE: Pakistan Mudim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) chief Nawaz Sharif said on August 31 hewould
demand the government to call aNational Assembly
(NA) sessionto discussthe New Governance Order
for the Northern Areas. The former premier was
talking to Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF)
Chairman Yasin Malik, who called on him at his
Raiwind residence. Although Malik and adel egation
of AK LegidativeAssembly membersvisited Nawaz
separately, their agendawas same, sources stated.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asppage=2009%5C09%5C01%5Cstory_1-9-
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Mohammad Yousuf Zond, “ Peopleof
Mastuj Chitral protest against collapse of
bridge, demand merger with Gilgit —
Baltistan,”

August 31, 2009

CHITRAL: Irritated people of Mastuj Tehsil at a
public meeting in Mastuj on August 30 on Sunday
demanded that their areashould be merged into the
neighboring Gilgit-Baltistan, saying the NWFP
government hasfailed to providethembasicfacilities
and protect their property and lives. As district
adminigration officidsincludingthe DCO Chitrd and
policemen brought in atruck fromthelower part of
thedigtrict tohelpthelocd policemeet any eventudity
stood by, the speskersgavefull vent totheir anger on
the authoritiesfor their continued apathy towards
lingering issues of thearea. Thelargest ever public
meeting inthehistory of theareawasheld under the
chairmanship of Mastuj Tehsil Nazim Shahzada
Sikendarul Mulk after the nearby bridge over the
Laspur River collapsed for the second timewithina
month killing three persons.

http://pamirtimes.net/2009/08/31/peopl e-of -mastuj-chitral -
protest-agai nst-coll apse-of -bridge-demand-merger-with-
gilgit-baltistan/

“PM Gilani chairs meeting of committee
on Northern Areas,”
Pakistan Times

ISLAMABAD: A meeting of the Committee on
Northern Areas Governance Order washeld here at
the PM Housewith PrimeMinister Syed Yusuf Raza
Gilani inchair. Themeseting wasattended by Minister
for Information and Broadcastingand KANA, Qamar
Zaman Kaira, Minister for Labour and Manpower,
Syed Khursheed Ahmad Shah, Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs, Dr. Babar Awan, Minister of
Statefor Foreign Affairs, NawabzadaMalik Amad
Khan, Minister of State for Law and Justice,
Mohammad Afzal Sindhu, Minister of State for
Finance and Economic Affairs, Ms Hina Rabbani
Khar and SecretariesInterior and KANA.

http://www.paki stantimes.net/pt/detail.php?newsl d=3739



“Religious Extremism in NWFP, Swat and
Chitral: Impact on Gilgit-Baltistan”
August 11, 2009

Below isaPressReleaseissueby the Gilgit Baltistan
United Movement:

Extremism doesnot belong to any religion, school of
thought or specid geographica condition. Extremism
IS the attitude of human being which is certainly
developed due to the surrounding atmosphere,
injustice and unusual training. The beginning of the
exiging eraof thereligiousextremismsartswith cold
war, inwhich Pakistan has offered its shoul der to get
rid off the Soviet Union from Afghanistan. The
province of NWFP, NorthernAreasand Tribal Areas
dueto proximity withAfghanisanwasusad extensvely
for war purposes. General Zia-ul- Haque provided
military training to millionsof Muslimsaround the
world in the name of Jihad-e-Afghanistan. These
Mujahideenfilled with spirit of Jihad, proceeded to
conquer Afghanistan and Kashmir. TheseMujahideen
had been intemperate after thewithdrawal of Soviet
Union’sarmy from Afghanistan, scattered around the
world and organized in the name of Al Qaeda and
Taliban to spread their specific concept of Islamic
ideology.

Gilgit Baltistan was victimized by thesereligious
extremists in May 1988 when on the consent of
Genera Zia-ul-Hague and official agenciessent 80
thousand militants/Lashkari to attack Gilgit Baltistan.
TheLashkari comprised of tribesmen of NWFPand
Afghani natives. The Lashkar reached Gilgit after
covering adistance of 600 Kilometersby Karakoram
Highway. Thegenocideof Shiaswasthemainaim of
thisattack. TheLashkarswhichwerefully armedwith
heavy weapons committed genocide and terror
activitiesin Gilgit, settlementswereruined, human
being, anima sand un-harvested cropswere burnt and
the Shia population of Jalalabad was burnt alive.
Hundreds of women were raped, humiliated and
kidnapped. No case was registered against these
militants nor werethey asked thereason of the attack
onGilgit Batigtan. Theinvasonandkilling of humans
has been conceal ed from theworld.

http://www.unpo.org/content/view/9914/83/
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Tom Hussain, “ Pakistan’snorth seeks
equal status,”
The National, August 10, 2009

GILGIT: Representativesof Pakistan’snorthernmost
digrictsarecalingfor condtitutiona reforms, warning
that failureto resolve theregion’suncertain politica
status is fuelling separatist sentiments. The five
mountainous districts of the Northern Areas,
sandwiched between Afghanistan, Chinaand India,
aredistinct fromtherest of the country asthey are
not aparty to Pakistan’s congtitution because of their
higtoricd linkagewith Kashmir, disputed by Indiaand
Pakistan. Local politicians affiliated to Pakistan's
mainstream partiessaid the congtitutional anomaly had
deprived theestimated 1.4 millioninhabitantsof the
region, known historically as Gilgit-Baltistan, of
fundamenta rightsavailableto citizensof Pekistan's
four provincesand the part of disputed Kashmir that
itadministers.

http://www.thenational .ae/apps/pbcs.dil/article?AlI D=/
20090811/FOREIGN/708109912/1103/NEWS

Usman Manzoor, “ Chief JudgeNorthern
Areasrefusestoresign,”
The News, August 13, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Wherethe historic Supreme Court
decision sent scoresof PCO judgeshomeand gave
an intimation to some to be ready for trial in the
SupremeJudicial Council, thereisat least one PCO
judgewho, rewarded for siding with the dictator by
appointing himasChief Judge of theNorthernAreas
SupremeA ppellate Court after hisretirement, andis
till enjoying the powersof that lucrative post. Justice
Nawaz Abbasi, who took oath under the PCO in
November 2007 and retired in May 2008 was
appointed as Chief Judge of the SupremeAppellate
Court, Northern Areas, as reward for being with
Musharraf intoughtimes.

Oneof thesenior lawyersof theNorthern Areesstated
that the chief judge of the SupremeA ppellate Court
(SAC) was a PCO judge and had been rewarded
for being with adictator while another judge of the
SAC who has been appointed by the Pakistan
People’'sParty (PPP) government wasthe president
of the PPPNorthern Areas chapter at thetimeof his



appointment. Henoted that inthe history of Northern
Aress, nojudge had ever been removed fromhispost.
However, after the Supreme Court’sJuly 31t decison
aray of hopehaslit for theNorthernAreaspeopleas
well to get rid of the PCO and Jiyalajudges. Hesaid
that there existsa Supreme Judicial Council inthe
NAsand if thegovernment wassincereinitsbid to
edtablishanindependent judiciary, thePCO andjiyaa
judgesof Northern Areas may also beremoved.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=192795

“Panther sParty DemandsI mmediate
Withdrawal of Pakistan Army from
Gilgit-Baltist,”

August 24, 2009

Chairman of theNational PanthersParty, Prof. Bhim
SinghwhoisasoaMember of Nationa Integration
Council urged the Government of India for its
interventionin Gilgit-Baltistan region of Jammuand
Kashmir for the protection of alargehuman racewho
arecitizensof Indiaby virtueof Accession of Jammu
and Kashmir with the Union of Indiaon October 27,
1947. The Panthers Party received adel egation from
Gilgit who made astrong apped to the Government
of Indiaand other politica partiesto extend support
to the cause of theliberation of the people of Gilgit
fromthe brutal army rule of 60 years.

http://newsblaze.com/story/20090824172607zzzz.nb/
topstory.html

Dipanjan Roy Chaudhury, “India
concer ned over Pak dam project,”
India Today, August 24, 2009

The Pakistan government’s approval for the
construction of themegaDiamer-Bhashadaminthe
Northern Aresas, in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), couldinitiateafresh row with India. New Delhi
saysthe proposed project would not only belocated
inanillegdly hedterritory but could aso causefloods
inJammuand Kashmir. Itisa so concerned over reports
that thedam may bebuilt with Chineseassstance.

The4,500-megawatt Diamer-Bhashadam project
was approved by Pakistan’s Executive Committee
of the National Economic Council on August 20.
Construction of the dam on the River Indus, some
400 km from Islamabad, woul d begin by October
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2010 and be completed in eight to 10 years. Its
payback period will be 30 years. |slamabad claims
theproject will bealifelinefor the country.
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/

index.php?option=com_content& task=view& issueid=1
11&1d=58158& Itemid=1& sectionid=114& secid=0)

“Gilgit Leader calls on Panthers Party
Chief, Seeks Support for Liberation of
Gilgit from Pakistan”

Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan, Chairman of Balawaristan
Nationd Frontin Gilgit-Bdtistan called on Prof. Bhim
Singh, Chairman, National Panthers Party and
Member, National Integration Council before his
departure from Indiaand made astrong appeal for
support to themovement to liberate Gilgit-Baltistan
including Chitral from the illegal occupation of
Pakistan.

Mr. Hamid expressed gratitudeto the Panthers Chief
for hiscongstent and continuous support to the people
Gilgit-Baltistan and Chitrd. Gilgit regionwhichwas
occupied by the Pakistani Army in 1948 after the
cease-fire was ordered by the UNCIP. Gilgit-
Batistan-Hunzaand Skardu have been convertedinto
acolony by Pakistanwhereasentire Chitra areawhich
formed part of Gilgit hasbeen annexed asaDistrict
of Pakistanwithtwolacs.

http://newsblaze.com/story/20090815050915zzzz.nb/
topstory.html

“PrimeMinister of Azad Kashmir in the
line of fire”
Kashmir Watch, August 27, 2009

Primeminister of Azad Kashmir Sardar Yagoob Khan
faced strong opposition from hiscabinet and leaders
of thecodition partiesover “sdl out” of Azad Kashmir
Rural Supports Programme (AJKRSP). Khan
virtualy merged AJK RSPwith Pekistan'scontroversd
so called non-profitable NGO National Rural
Supports Programme.

Theorganisation’sofficialsare widely accused of
g phoning off earthquakevictims money. AKRSPwas
merged with NRSP early this month after newly
constituted 14 member board of directors selected
Shoib Sultan aschairman of AJKRSP.
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Hed so happensto bethechairman of Nationa Rural
Supports Programme (NRSP).

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showexclusives.php?subaction=showfull & id=1251385725
&archive=& start_from=& ucat=15& varlnews=valuelnews

Hameed Shaheen, “ Ruling coalition
developscracksin AJK,”
Pakistan Observer, August 22, 2009

ISLAMABAD: The4-party ruling coaitioninAJK
headed on August 20 to a parliamentary crisis
following resignation of 12 membersbeongingtotwo
cod escing partiespartnersfrom Mudim Conference
Forward Bloc (MC-F) and the Peoples Muslim
L eague (PML)headed respectively by RajaFarooq
Haider and Barrister Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry.
Twelve ministersincluding speaker assembly, nine
from MC-F and three from PML, tendered their
resgnationstotheir parliamentary leaderson August
20 en bloc as protest over the allotment of local
government and rural devel opment portfoliotoAJK
PM’sAdvisor Ch M Yaseen. Thedissidentsargue
that Ch Yaseen being non-elected should not begiven
the departmental portfolio. Ch Yaseen belongsto
Pakistan People’s Party AJK headed by MLA Ch
Abdul Majeed from Mirpur.

http://pakobserver.net/200908/22/news/topstoriesl6.asp

Praveen Swami, “ Escalation of
infiltration across Line of Control
worries New Delhi,”

The Hindu, August 20, 2009

L ast week, speaking from the ramparts of the Red
Fort, PrimeMinister Manmohan Singh pointed to the
existenceof “ credibleinformation of ongoing plansof
terrorist groups in Pakistan to carry out fresh
attacks.” His warning, classified data exclusively
obtained by TheHindu shows, camein the context of
amarked escalation of infiltration acrossthe Line of
Control: thefirst reversal of asteady reduction seen
since 2005. From a historic low of 126 last year,
figurescompiled by the Jammu and Kashmir police
show that an estimated 236 jihadistscrossed theLine
of Control from January to July thisyear. By way of
contrast, the estimated infiltration stood at 1,504 in
2002, when Pakistan scaled back support for jihadist
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groupsinthefaceof Indian war threatsand mounting
internationa pressure. Earlier thisyear, it wasreported
that arally heldin Muzaffarabad attracted “thousands
of people, including therepresentativesand leadersof
Pakistan’ sbanned organi sations Jai sh-e-M uhammad,
Harkat-ul- Mujahideen, and Jamaat-ud-Dawa, in
additiontotheleadersof theM uttahidaJdhad Council.”

http://beta.thehindu.com/news/national/article5900.ece

JDey, “LeT getsnew boss,”
Mid Day, August 27, 2009

MUMBAI: Intelligencereports say Muzamil, who
wasarrested after 26/11 and released in May, isnow
inPoK to co-ordinate operationsin India. Indian law
enforcement agencieshaveunearthed clinching proof
that wanted L ashkar-e-Taibacommander, Muzamil
aliasYusuf isnow in charge of the banned outfit and
coordinating operations across the country. An
intelligencereport indicatesthat Muzamil, who was
apprehended by Pakistani security forces after 26/
11, was released in the second week of May.
According tothereport, Muzamil hasbeen movedto
Muzaffarabad in PoK to handleand co-ordinateLeT
operationsin India. He is one of the 38 suspects
wanted by theMumbai policefor 26/11.

http://ww.mid-day.com/news/'2009/auig/270809-M uzamil-
26-11-mumbai-terror-attack-L ashkar-e-Taiba
M uzaffarabad-Mumbai-police.htm

“Sectarian violence from Sindh to Gilgit,”
Editorial, Daily Times, August 19, 2009

AllamaAli Sher Hyderi wastheleader of the banned
Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan. Hewaskilled by arival
crimind dlaninKhairpur, Sunday night. Publicreaction
to hisassassinationinthecountry ingenerd and Sindh
in particular should worry the PPPand thenationdist
partiesof Sindh, and thosewho thought that the Sipah
wasmerdly aSouth Punjabi phenomenon. Infaraway
Gilgit whereamajority Shiapopulation makesthe
region vulnerable, sectarian clashesoccurredinthe
aftermath of Hyderi’s death, the trouble-makers
obviously assuming that the murder was committed
by theother side. If thefire spreads, Gilgit will bethe
one placewhere most violence can be expected.

http:/Aww.dailytimes.com.pk/
Jefault.agp?page=2009%65C08%65C19%5Cstory_19-8-2009 pg3 1
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“Anti-Indiademonstrationsin
M uzaffar abad”
Kashmir Media service, August 15, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: Hurriyat |eaders, partiesand
Kashmiri migrants staged protest and held sit-inin
front of the office of the United Nations Military
Observers Group in Muzaffarabad. The protestors
chanted high-pitched slogans against Indian
occupation and human rightsviolations by Indian
troops.

Theleader of Jammu and Kashmir PeoplesFreedom
L eague, Muhammad Farooq Rehmani, who led the
procession, presented a memorandum to the UN
officiasonthisoccason. Theofficiasat theoffice of
the United Nationsreceived the memorandum and
promised to dispatch it to their head quarter at New
York.

http://kashmiruprising.blogspot.com/2009/08/anti-india-
demonstrations-in.html

“Grenadeattack on Srinagar-
M uzaffarabad road,”

August 27, 2009

Militantstoday made an abortivebid to attack security
forceson Srinagar-Muzaffarabad, capita of Pakistan-
Occupied-Kashmir, road in north kashmir. Official
sources stated that militants hurled ahand grenade
towards security forcesat Dar MohallaPattan onthe
highway. However, it missed theintended target and
exploded inadrain without causing any damage.

http://news.webindial23.com/news/Articles/I ndia/
20090827/1328156.html

“Every child of Gilgit-Baltistan will
becomea Nationalist- Kairahad a
consultative visit to Gilgit-Baltistan”

GILGIT: On the occasion of a consultative visit
regarding thenewly proposed congtitutional Package
for Gilgit-Baltisatn by Qamar-uz-Zman Kaira, the
Chairman met with people belonging to different
waksof life. The prominent sectionswithwhomKaira
met were Govt. intelligence agencies, politicians,
mediaand NGOsrepresentatives, bureaucracy, and
social workers. Ontheoccasion, RgjaKaramat, the
candidatefor District Council Yaseen, stated that “if

A Monthly Newsl etter on Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

thistimeaswell the Govt. of Pakistanwill try to doge
withfasechangesinthepolitica set-up of the Gilgit-
Baltistan and power in real term would not be
transferred to the people of Gilgit-Baltistan, youwill
seethat every child of Gilgit-Batisanwill turntobea
Nationdist for thecause of Gilgit-Bdtistan.”

http://gbpost.wordpress.com/2009/08/12/news-every-
child-of-gil git-baltistan-will-become-a-nationalist-kaira-
had-a-consultative-visit-to-gil git-baltistan/

“AJK PM vowsto completeall projectsin
two years,”
The Nation, August 12, 2009

LAHORE - Prime Minister Azad Jammu K ashmir
Sardar Mohammad Yagoob Khan has promised to
completeall pending taskswithintwoyears. Hesaid
the codition government wasablessing for Kashmiri
people. “We will provide al basic facilities by
completing al theworksl|eft over for decadeswithin
twoyears,” hevowed, whileaddressng andl parties
Kashmir Conference here on August 11. The
conference was attended and addressed by |eaders
of al mgjor Kashmiri political parties, including PPP,
Jama’ at-e-1slami, Peoples League, Muslim
Conferenceand others.

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Regional/L ahore/12-Aug-2009/A JK -
PM-vows-to-complete-all-projects-in-two-years

“Govt to give full powersto elected
representatives of Gilgit-Baltistan,”
August 11, 2009

GILGIT: Federa Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Qamar Zaman Kairasaid on August
10 that areforms package would be announced for
theNorthern Areasgranting full powerstothedected
representatives. He said all segmentsof the society
were being consulted in preparation of thereforms
package. Theinformation minister whoisalsothe
chairman of theregion said that the electionsfor the
Northern AreasLegidativeAssembly would beheld
according to schedule on October 12 and 13. The
Information Minister on the conclusion of histwo-
day visit to the Northern Areas stated the package
would be announced under an executive order.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=83473& Itemid=2
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“Gilgit Baltistan: Response to Pakistan’s
L ack of Collaboration”

Chairman of the Gilgit-Baltistan United Movement
addressed Pakistan’slack of collaborationingranting
local administration to the areapeopl e of theregion,
after withdrawingitsmilitary and civilian personnel in
accordance with theresolution of the United Nations
Commissionon Indiaand Pakistan.

Below isanarticlepublished by Giglit Batistan United
Movement

Theright of legidationin Gilgit-Baltistan restswith
the people of the region. “The government of
Pakistan’s proposals to make laws and bring
condtitutional packagesfor theregionareunlawful and
holdnogroundat al, astheregion doesnot fall under
Pakistan'sconditution of 1973,” said Chairman Gilgit-
Baltistan United Movement, Manzoor Hussain
Parwana. He spokeat aconsultativeworkshop titled
“Gilgit-Baltistan’s constitutional status and the
government’sconstitutional package” organized by
the Human Rights Advocacy Network and Sangi
Development Foundation.

http://www.unpo.org/content/view/9738/256/

“APHC-AJK delegation meets Sar dar
Yaqgoob at Kashmir House,”

August 6, 2009

ISLAMABAD: The members of APHC-AJK
Chapter’s Executive Council, led by the Acting
Convenor, Mehmood Ahmad Saghar called onthe
PrimeMinister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Sardar
Muhammad Yagoob Khan at Kashmir House in
Idamabad.

http://peopl esleague.bl ogspot.com/2009/08/aphc-aj k-
delegation-meets-sardar-yagoob_08.html

Hizbul suspectstrained in PoK,
Rahul Tripathi, 8 August 2009

NEW DELHI: Two Hizbul Mujahideen (HM)
suspects, arrested from Daryaganj areain New Dl hi
onAugust 6, attended terror training campsin Pakistan
occupied Kashmir (PoK) and regularly met theoutfit's
chief Syed Salahuddin. Javed Ahmed Tantray (35)
and Ashiqg Ali Bhatt (30) told investigators that
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Salahuddin met them afew daysago and instructed
them to carry out strikes in India ahead of
Independence Day.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/news/city/del hi/
Hizbul-suspects-trained-in-PoK /articleshow/4869141.cms

Seve Herman, “ Delhi Police Claim to
Thwart another Terror Attack,”
Voice of America, August 7, 2009

NEW DELHI: PoliceinIndia scapital say two men
they have arrested appear to have been planning a
terror strikewithin days. Authorities contend theduo
received trainingin militant campsin Pakistan. Police
say they recovered a pair of AK-47 rifles, two
grenades, ammunition, false passports and other
counterfeit identification from two men suspected of
bel onging to thegroup Hizbul Mujahideen. Thepolice
official saysthe suspects, Javed Ahmed and Ashiq
Ali, wererecruited on the Indian side of the border
wherethey lived. Aggarwa added thetwo meninitidly
wereinstructed in the jungles of Kashmir, and, in
August 2003, crossed thelineof control into Pakistan,
wherethey received weaponstraininginacampin
Muzaffarabad.

http://www.voanews.com/english/2009-08-07-voal6.cfm

“PM, AJK visitsLahoreon hisfirst ever
official visit”

LAHORE: The newly elect PM of Azad Jammué&
Kashmir, (AJK), Sardar Yagoob Khanwas expected
tovistLahoreonhisfirst visitinthe capacity of PM,
AX.Onhisfirg ever Lahoreviston11Augasinvited
by PML (People’'s Muslim League) and Kashmir
Action Committee, hewould addressadinner hosted
by hisparty members. Hewasal so scheduled to meet
the CM of Punjab, Mian Shahbaz Sharif onAugust 12.

http://ww.onlinenews.com.pk/details.php?id=149782

“AJK PrimeMinister meets Rehman
Malik,”

Associated Press of Pakistan, August 4, 2009
ISLAMABAD: PrimeMinister of Azad Kashmir,
Sardar Muhammad Yagoob called on Federal

Minigter for Interior A. Rehman Mdik hereon August
4 and recommended him to open more passport
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officesin Azad Kashmir. During the meeting, the
Minigter stated onthedirectiveof PrimeMinister Syed
Yousaf RazaGilani, two more passport officewill be
set upinAzad Kashmir.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view&id=82980& Itemid=2

Pakistan’s Empowerment and Self
Governance Presidential Ordinance 2009,
for Gilgit-Baltistan , Press Release

Manzoor Hussain Parwana, Chairman, Gilgit-
Baltistan United Movement

OnAugust 29, 2009, the PrimeMinister of Pakistan,
Mr. Yusuf Gilani SgnedaPresdential Ordinancecaled
“Empowerment and Self-governance Ordinance
2009for Gilgit-Baltistan”. Theordinancewill pave
waly to incept governor’s rule through Pakistan's
colonial system. Thisreform packageisahoax and
thetwo millioninhabitantsof Gilgit-Batistan condemn
it by calling * The Ordinance for Advancement of
Savery'.

Gilgit Baltistan United Movement asrepresentatives
of the people of Gilgit-Baltistan disapprovesthis
ordinance. Inorder togrant political andjudicid rights
tolocals, we demand that:

After abolishing Gilgit-Baltistan Presdentia Ordinance
for Empowerment and Self-governance, 2009, an
independent and autonomouslegidativeassembly for
Gilgit-Baltistan should be incepted and local
authoritative government should be placed asper the
UNCIP resolutions, where the people of Gilgit-
Baltistan will elect their president and the prime
miniser

Only defence, foreign affairs and treasury should
remainwith Pakistan whereasall other administrative
affairsshould be delegated to thelocal authoritative
government.

In order to ensure autonomy, all Pakistani civil
personnd should bewithdrawn from Gilgit-Batistan
and replaced withloca administration

Toensurepeacein Gilgit-Badtistan, theright of speech
should be respected. Further, all Pakistani para-
military personnel including those of frontier
constabulary, Chitral scouts, Pak Rangersand Khyber
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rifles should be withdrawn from Gilgit-Baltistan.
Further illegd involvement of Pakistani agenciesinthe
local affairs should be stopped.

All historical tradeand tourist routesbetween Kargil
and Skardo, Chorbat and Nubra, Gultari and Drass,
Guraiz and Astore, Ishkomen and Tgjikistan should
be opened toimprovelivelihoodsof locasaswell as
allowing divided family members to reunite on
humanitarianbasis.
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Sajid Chaudhry, “ Punjab wantsMangla,
Ghazi Barotharoyalty,”
Daily Times, August 29, 2009

ISLAMABAD: ThePunjab government will formaly
clamroyalty onthe ManglaDam and Ghazi Barotha
hydropower projects, said Punjab Finance Minister
Tanveer Ashraf Kaira on August 28. Addressing
reporters, theminister said Punjab wasentitled to net
hydel profitsfrom ManglaDam and Ghazi Barotha,
under constitutional provisions. “We havetold the
National Finance Commission that Manglaroyalty
bel ongsto Punjab, becausethe federal government
has already turned down aroyalty claim by Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,” stated theminister.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C08%5C29%5Cstory _29-8-
2009 pg7_39

“Prices soar in Gilgit,”
Dawn, August 25, 2009

GILGIT: With the onset of Ramazan, prices of
essential commodities have shot up and consumers
arefacing problemsintheregion. “Itisastonishing
that thepricesof daily useitemsroseso high overnight
and there is no check on prices by the concerned
quarters,” asnoted by senior citizen Imdad Hussain.
Residentsin Gilgit complained that the Utility Store
outletsin the region were empty and people could
not find theitemsthey require. Intheloca markets,
pricesof vegetableshave gone beyond the purchasing
capacity of common people.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/the-newspaper/national /prices-soar-in-
gilgit-689

“POL product shortage: who's

responsible?,”

Editorial, Weekly Baang, August 25-31, 2009
One basic difference between afree nation and a
subjugated oneisavailability of basicitemsof need.
Nowadays, theregion of Gilgit-Batistaniscrying for
basic needsof life. Though the prices of petroleum
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products have gone up phenomenally in other parts
of Pakistanaswell, with diesdl selling at Rs.59 and
petrol Rs.62 at per litre, these two commoditieshave
almost disappeared in Gilgit-Baltistan and are not
avalableevenat thehigher rates. Thisistheonly region
whichisprovided petrol under aspecific quotaunlike
other areas of Pakistan. Thisunfortunateregionis
aready facing the crises of wheat flour and sugar and
thelatest shortage of petroleum product hasfurther
compounded thesituationinthearea. At present, the
situationin partsof theregion, long queuesare seen
at petrol pumps. According to Arshad Hussain, the
chairman of the Gilgit-Baltistan Petrol Diesel
Association, 50 per cent less petroleum was being
supplied to the region compared to the quotafixed
for theregion duetowhich an artificial shortage of
the commaodity had been created intheregion.

http://weeklybaang.bl ogspot.com/2009/08/weekly-baang-
karachi-editorial-page_25.html

Mubarak Zeb Khan, “ 4,500 MW Bhasha
dam cleared by Ecnec,”
Dawn, August 21, 2009

ISLAMABAD: The4,500-megawatt Diamer-Bhasha
dam project and about two dozen other infrastructure
and social sector schemesworth Rs977 billion were
approved onAugust 20 . The Rs894.25 hillion dam
project in the Northern Areas, approved by the
Executive Committee of the National Economic
Council (Ecnec), will have a foreign funding
component of Rs312.94 billion. Finance Minister
Shaukat Tarin chaired themeeting. The Minister for
Information and Broadcasting, Qamar Zaman Kaira,
and theMinister for Water and Power, Pervez Ashraf,
noted that the construction of the dam onthe Indus,
some 400kms from Islamabad, would begin by
October next year and be completedin eight to 10
years. Its payback period will be 30 years. They
termed it alifelineproject for the country.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/12-
4500+mw-+bhashat+dam-+cleared+by+ecnec—hi-10
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“ Azad Kashmir can produce 14,000+ MW
electricity,”
August 18, 2009

Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) Prime Minister
Sardar Yagoob Khan said that AJK hashydro power
potential of morethan 14,000 megawatt (MW). The
work on 1,000 MW project has started while another
1,000 MW isexpected to start soon. Along with that
many small hydro-€lectric projects have been started
by theAJK government fromitsownresources. The
power produced from hydro would be supplied to
Pakistan asAJK’srequirement isonly 400 MW.

Sardar Yagoob said that Five-year tax-holiday,
exemplary law and order situation, business-friendly
bureaucracy and easy a market access were the
opportunitiesthat AJK wasproviding to businesses,
hencethey should avall it.

http://pkonweb.com/2009/08/18/ajk-has-14000-mw-hydro-
power-potential/

“Industry opposes subsidy on tractor
imports,”
The News, August 15, 2009

The Prime Minister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Sardar Yagoob Khan told members of Lahore
Chamber of Commerceand Industry that heisagainst
trade between Azad and Jammu & Kashmir because
it might have adverseimpact onindugtriesin Pakistan.
He said nominal trade between thetwo Kashmir’s
has been allowed under internal pressure but the
government of AJK iskeeping strict vigil that items
not allowed in thetrade protocol do not enter Azad
Kashmir. TheAJK PM assured the businessmen that
the 1400 MW hydroel ectric potential of AJK would
beexploited to arrange el ectricity for Pakistan.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail .agp?id=192947

Rabia Noor, “L oC-trade hitsroadblock,”
August 4, 2009

SRINAGAR: Thecross-LoC trade hit yet another
roadblock today astradersfrom AJK boycotted the
trade. According tothecustodian officer for LoCtrade
at Salamabad, Uri, Muhammad Ashraf Wani, theAJK
tradersboycotted thetrade, citing “ hijack of thetrade’
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by traders of Lahore. As per their statement, the
consignments of Lahore traders exceed those of
Kashmirisand they a so allegethat the L ahoregoods
aresent totheValley inthename of Kashmir.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showheadlines.php?subaction=showfull &id=1249471588
&archive=& start_from=& ucat=1& varOnews=valueOnews

“AJK WDP approves 11 uplift projectsworth
Rs731m,” August 5, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Working Development Party hasapproved 11 uplifts
projectsworth Rs731 million. Theprojectsbelongto
communication, socia welfare, education and sports
sector. A meeting was held at Kashmir Plan House
withAdditiona Chief Secretary Development Captain
(retd) Muhammad Yousuf onAugust 4.

(http:/Amw.tmenet.com/usubmit/2009/08/05/4310521.htm)
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B Raman, “China’'sgrowingrolein
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir”

August 28, 2009

Among themajor development projectsin Pakistan
inwhich the Chinesehave beeninvolvedtill now are
the construction of aninternational commercial port
cum naval basein Gwadar on the Makran coast in
Bd ochistan, the devel opment of the Saindak copper-
cum-gold minesin Ba ochistan, the upgradation of the
Karakoram Highway connecting the Xinjiang
province of Chinawith Pakistan viathe Northern
Aress(Gilgit and Bdtigan), thecongructionof asmdl-
scale hydel project inthe Federally-Administered
Tribal Areas and the development of a mobile
telephone network in the North-West Frontier
Province.

The Chineseinterest in participating in devel opment
projectsin Pakistanispresently confined to Pakistani
Punjab, Sindh and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
including the Northern Areas. In Punjab, they have
been participating in projectslikethe devel opment of
aspecia economic zone, construction of shopping
mallsetc. In Sindh, talkshave been going onfor their
participationinthedevel opment of the Thar coa mines
and the congtruction of thermal and fertilizer plants.

TheKarakoram Highway wasoriginally constructed
with Chinese assistance with the participation of
Chinese engineers. For thelast 10 yearsit hasbeen
inabad state of repairs dueto poor maintenance by
Pakistani engineers. During the second tenure of
Benazir Bhutto asthe prime minister (1993 to 1996)
she sought Chinese assistance for the repair and
upgradation of the highway. The Chineseagreed. The
proposal wasthat the Chinesewould upgradeit on
their sdeand the Pakistanison their sdewith Chinese
technical assistance. Theupgradationwork hasbeen
going on. It hasbeen reported that whilethework on
the Chinese side has been completed ahead of
schedule, it has been much behind schedule onthe
Pakistani side. It is not known whether Chinese
engineersare participating on the Pakistani sideand,
if 50, how many of them.

http://news.rediff.com/column/2009/aug/28/raman-chinas-
growing-role-in-pakistan-occupi ed-kashmir.htm
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“Pakistan and China sign MoU on 7,000
megawatt Bunji dam,”
Daily Times, August 23, 2009

HANGZHOU: Pakistan and China on August 22
signed amemorandum of understanding (MOU) for
the congtruction of Bunji daminAstoredistrict of the
Northern Areas of Pakistan. The agreement was
signed between Pakistan’s Ministry of Water and
Power and China’s Three Gorges Project
Corporation. Chairman Board of Investment Saleem
Mandviwaaand Li Yang' ansigned theMoU for their
repectivesdes. Presdent Asf Ali Zardari, Pakigtan's
Ambassador in China Masood Khan and several
senior Chinese officid swere present.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asppage=2009%5C08%5C23%5Cstory_23-8-
2009 _pg7_1

Tom Hussain, “ Silent progress on Silk
Route,”
The National, August 7, 2009

GILGIT: Chineseengineershave embarked uponthe
reconstruction of the Karakorum Highway (KKH),
a 1,300-kilometre strategic road that retraces an
ancient Silk Route between modern-day Pakistan and
China. Reputedly theworld’ s highest international
motorway, the KKH windsitsway upthelndusValley
fromHassanAbdd, 48kmwest of |damabad, through
akaedoscopeof paliticaly contentiousand physicaly
awesometerrain. It took about 25,000 Chineseand
15,000 Pakistanisnearly 12 yearsto blast and cut
their way through the Karakorum mountain range,
hometo 30 of theworld's 100 highest peaks, and lay
themotorway, whichisbarely wide enough for two-
way traffic.

http://www.thenational .ae/apps/pbcs.dil/article?AlI D=/
20090807/FOREIGN/708069863/1041
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Other Developments

“Govt to promote solar water heatersto
cut gasconsumption,”
The Nation, August 29, 2009

ISLAMABAD - Thegovernment would extend all
possiblesupport for production and promotion of solar
water heatersin Pekistan astheir usewould dragticaly
reduce gas consumption in the country, said Raja
Pervez Ashraf, Minister for Water and Power and
CharmanAlternative Energy.

TheBoard wasinformed that AEDB had awarded
L etter of Intent to aprivate company to establish 16-
20MW hyde power generetion project on River Gilgit
near Gilgit city. Thecompany could not proceed with
thefeasibility study because of certain procedural
mattersand had sought clarification onit. Moreover,
theBoard wastold that egal aspectsof extendingthe
jurisdiction of NEPRA to Northern Areaswould also
be studied.

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Business/29-Aug-2009/Govt-to-
promote-sol ar-water-heaters-to-cut-gas-consumption

“MINFA developing fruit, vegetable
marketsin AJK,”

Daily Times, August 28, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Food and
Agriculture, Nazar Muhammad Gondal, stated that
the MINFA wasfunding Rs83 millionfor devel opment
of wholesd efruit and vegetable market in Rawlakot.
Theministry wasa so providing technical support and
researchfacilitiesto scientist of theAJK. Theminister
expressed these views during ameeting with Prime
Minigter, AJK, Sardar YaqubAli KhanonAugust 28.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/

def ault.asp?page=2009%5C08%5C28%5Cstory_28-8-
2009 pg5 3

“Attock Refinery starts additional oil
supply toNorthern Areas,”
August 26, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Attock Refinery started providing
additional 500 tonnespetrol and diesel ondaily basis
to overcomethe shortage of fuel innorthern areas.
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(Other Developments continued after Abbreviations)

ABBREVIATIONS

AJKHEB Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Hydro Electric Board

AJK Azad Jammu & Kashmir

APHC All Parties Hurriyat
Conference

BNF Balawaristan National Front

CBM Confidence Building Measures

CDP Community Development
Programme

FATA Federally Administered Tribal
Areas

FBR Federal Board of Revenue

GBDA Gilgit-Baltistan Democratic
Alliance

GBUM Gilgit Baltistan United
Movement

I1SI Inter Services Intelligence

JIAJK Jamaat-e-Islami Azad Jammu
& Kashmir

KAC Kashmiri American Council

KKH Karakoram Highway

KNM Karakoram National
Movement

LoC Line of Control

NLI Northern Light Infantry

NALA Northern Areas Legislative
Assembly

NAEDC Northern Areas Executive
Development Committee

NWFP North West Frontier Province

PoK Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

POGB Pakistan occupied Gilgit
Baltistan

PPP Pakistan Peoples’ Party

uJc United Jihad Council

WAPDA Water and Power

Development Authority
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The sources of oil and gas ministry stated that
additiona supply hasbegunfromAugust 24 and will
continuetill further orders. Thefuel isbeing provided
to Pakistan State Oil. Thedigging for oil searchwill
reportedly be conductedin Northern Areasand some
areas of Kashmir. This will help to remove the
shortageof ail.

http://Awww.geo.tv/8-26-2009/48238.htm

“Water filtration plant donated,”
The News, August 16, 2009

MIRPUR: Theinauguration of first private-sector
water filtration plant in Mirpur on August 14 added
morejoy to the Independence Day celebrationsin
Mirpur. Itisfor thefirst timein AJK that awater
filtration plant hasbeen set upfor socid welfare. The
water filtration plant at the densely popul ated Sangoat
locality at the edge of picturesque ManglaL ake has
been set up to provide clean and hygienic water to
generd public.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=193208

“Passport officeinaugurated in
Rawlakot,”
The News, August 13, 2009

MUZZAFARABAD: Federa Minister for Interior
Rehman Malik onAugust 13 inaugurated apassport
officein Rawlakot whereflight servicewill a'so be
dtarted soon. Addressing abigraly later, theMinister
said that the conspiracy to destabilisethe country has
been foiled by successfully breaking the networks of
terrorists in Swat and Malakand Division and
Federaly Administered Tribal Aress.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp?d=84907

Tom Hussain, “Dam will silence ‘talking
rocks,”
The National, August 9, 2009

CHILAS: Thousandsof relicscharting the course of
history of Pakistan’'smountainousnorthto asfar back
as9000BC will belost during the construction of a
major dam, archaeologistssaid. Physicd isolation had
conserved some 55,000 rock carvings and
inscriptionsmade by invaders, traders, pilgrimsand
inhabitants, largely between thefirst century BC and
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the 16th century advent of Idaminthearea, until the
1960s, when engineers began construction of aroad
between Pakistan and China Theroute of the 1,300-
km Karakorum Highway (KKH) traced theroute of
anancient Silk Road and, soon after itscompletionin
1978; German and Pakistani archaeol ogistslaunched
asurvey of theregion. Their biggest find was the
“talking rocks’ which, by coincidenceof engineering
convenience, literally lined a 70-km stretch of the
KKH inthe high altitude desert of the upper Indus
River valey between Shatial and Chilas, about 475km
north of Islamabad.

http://www.thenational .ae/apps/pbcs.dil/article?AlI D=/
20090810/FOREIGN/708099870/1103/NEWS
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Pakistan occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoK) is
congtitutionally anintegral part of theIndian Union
and remainsunder Pakistani occupation since 1947,
when Pakisan'sArmy engineered atribd invasonand
took control of morethan 114,500 squarekilometers
of J&K. In 1949, the leaders of AJK Muslim
Conferencewereforced to hand over Gilgit Bdtistan
Regionsto the Pakistani federd government through
the'Karachi Agreement’. Sincethen Gilgit & Bdtistan
areruled directly from Islamabad. Again in 1963,
Pakistan ceded Trans-Karakoram Track including a
segment of Baltistan Region known as'Shaksgam'’
and part of Gilgit Regionknown as'Raskam'to China.
Further, Chitral and parts of Chilas called Shinaki
Kohistan, which constituted parts of Jammu &
Kashmir before its partition in 1947, were also
mergedinto the NWFP of Pakistanin 1970 and 1955

respectively.

Total Area of PoK (under the current form):
85,793 sg. km

Administrative Divisions: Two, namely Mirpur-
Muzaffarabad and Gilgit & Baltistan; referredtoas
Azad Jammu & Kashmir or AJK, and the‘ Northern
Areas respectively by the government of Pakistan

Area ceded to China by Pakistan: 5,800 sq
kilometers

AZAD IJAMMU & KASHMIR (AJK)

After the partition of Jammu & Kashmir, the
Muzaffarabad district of Kashmir province, and
Mirpur and parts of Poonch districts of Jammu
province went into Pakistani occupation. Pakistan
amal gamated these districtstogether and created the
so-caledAJK. A isenvisaged asan autonomous
region by Pakistan. The government of AJK is
considered as a parallel government, which was
established to challengethelegitimacy of the J& K
government in Srinagar. Despitethefact that AXK is
neither acountry nor aprovinceof Pakistan, it hasits
own President, aPrime Minister, aSupreme Court,
national anthem and aflag. These structuresand the
designationsareonly titular in natureand red authority
lieswiththefederd government of Pakistan. Significant
matters such as defence, supposed ‘foreign policy’,
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rehabilitation of refugeesandthefinancid control have
been carefully placed under the discretion of the
political establishment of Pakistan. Asof today, the
partsof Kashmir provinceunder PoK isdividedinto
threedistrictsof Muzaffarabad, Bagh and Neelum,
while the parts of Jammu province under PoK is
dividedintofivedigtrictsnamely Poonch/Rawaakat,
Sudhnati/Pallandari, Bhimber, Kotli and Mirpur.

Area: 13,297 squarekm

Jammu (Mirpur Division) comprising of 5 districts:
Bhimber, Kotli, Mirpur, Sudhnati/Pallandari and
Rawal akot/Poonch

Kashmir (Muzaffarabad Division) comprisesof 3
digtricts Bagh, Muzaffarabad and Nedlum

Population: 2.973 million (1998 popul aton census)
Male, 1.850million Female, 1.832 million)

Capital: Muzzaffarabad
President: RgaZulgarnain Khan
PrimeMinister: Sardar Muhammad Yagoob Khan

“Azad Jammu and Kashmir” Council: Total 12
members- 6 each representing governmentsof AJK
and Pakistan. The AJK Council is headed by the
PrimeMinister of Pakistan.

LegidativeAssembly: Total seatsare49, of which 29
aredirectly eectedfromtheA X, 11 areelected from
Pakistan under the provision for the ‘Kashmiri
refugees, whereasrest of the 8 seats are reserved
for females, overseasKashmirisand thetechnocrats.

Ethnic Groups. Gujjars, Jats, Mughal, Rajputs,
Sudhan, Awan, Qureshi, Pashtuns, Shins, Baltisetc.

Religious Groups: Sunni, Ahlehadith, Shia,
Nurbakhshi, Chrigtians, Qadianis, Hindus

L anguages. Punjabi, Hindko, Pahari, Kashmiri,
Balti, Puriki, Shina

Palitical Groups: United Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples National Party, AJK Muslim Conference,
International Kashmir Alliance, JK National Party,
Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front (Amanullah),
Peoples United Action Committee, All Parties
Nationd Alliance (APNA)
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NORTHERNAREAS(NAS)

Gilgit Baltistan is officially referred to by the
government of Pakistan asthe Federaly Administered
Northern Areas (FANA). It is the northernmost
political entity within the Pakistan occupied Jammu
& Kashmir (PoK) and isunder direct control of the
Islamabad government. Thearea, after separation of
Chitra and Shinaki Kohistan, isdtill fiveand haf times
bigger to that of AJK. The status of the Northern
Areasisnot defind in the successive constitutions of
Paki stan. Pakistan acceptsNAsaspart of the Princely
State of Jammu & Kashmir, however, does not
consider it as part of AJK. Dueto adirect control
imposed from Idamabad, thelocastill await basic
political andjudicia rights. For instance, they do not
havetheright to cast voteand lack representationin
the National Assembly and the Senate of Pakistan.
Further, they cannot accessthe provincia high courts
aswel| asthe Supreme Court of Pakistanfor justice.
TheJdudicia Commissioner exercisesjudicia powers
inNAswho isapolitical figure nominated by the
Minister for Kashmir and NorthernAreasAffairs. The
NorthernAreasLegidativeAssembly (NALA) isa
political ingtitution which lackspower tolegidateand
isheaded by the Minister for Kashmir and Northern
Areas Affairs, who is currently a Member of the
National Assembly dected fromthe Gujrat district of
Punjab province. The Northern Areas are further
dividedintotworegions, namely Gilgit and Batistan.

Area: 72,496 km

Population: 870,347 (1998 popul ation census)
Capital: Gilgit

Districts: six

Baltistan Regionisdividedinto Gancheand Skardu
digtricts

Gilgit RegionisdividedintoAstore, Diamer, Ghizar
and Gilgitdigtricts

Ethnic Groups: Shin, Balti, Puriki, Ladakhi, Wakhi,
Yashkun, Tibetan, Mongol, Mon, Pashtun, Khowar,
Dom, Gujjar and Kashmiri

Religious Groups: Shia (Twelvers), Nurbakhshi
(Twelvers), lsmaili, Sunni, and Ahlehadith
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L anguages. Shina, Balti, Wakhi, Khowar, Gujjari,
Burushaski, Puriki, Kashmiri, Pashto

L egidature: NorthernAreasL egidativeAssembly
(NALA) Total 30 seats, of which 24 are directly
elected and 6 femaemembersare selected by NALA
members.,

Chairman NALA: Qamar Zaman Kaira

Chief Executive NALA: NALA wasdissolved on
July 25, 2009 beforeit could completeits 5-years
term, and along with that, advisorsto the Chairman
including the Chief Executiveweresacked. Elections
for NALA will now be heldin October 2009.

Political Groups: Bawaristan National Front
(BNF), Gilgit Batigan ThinkersForum, Gilgit Batisan
United Movement (GBUM), Baltistan National
Movement, Karakoram National Movement, Gilgit
Baltistan Democratic Alliance (GBDA), Gilgit
Baltistan National Alliance (GBNA), All Parties
National Alliance (APNA)

Literacyrate: 15% male- 3.5%femae(World Bank
estimates of 1997)

Sateof Infrastructure: More than two-thirds of
thevillageslack potablewater, e ectricity, telephone,
hedlth units, girls' schoals, paved roads, ration depot,
and pony tracks.
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Disclaimer

PoK News Digest isa collection of newsreportsand pressreleases publishedin
various newspapersand local mediarelated to Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK),
referred as‘ Azad Kashmir’ and * Northern Areas’ by the gover nment of Pakistan.
The newsreports have been abridged to provide clarity. IDSAisnot responsible
for the accuracy and authenticity of the news items.
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