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About this Issue

Thereisgreat deal of despair amongst thelocal leadersin PoK on the recently announced reforms
package on Gilgit Baltistan asindicated in few reportsin thisissue. Thelocal leader ship was not
consulted at all in the formative stages of the order and this has led to serious grievances all
across the PoK. Getting the sense of prevailing discontent, the government of Pakistan quickly
called on the Kashmiri leadership in the PoK to pacify them while asserting that the new order
would in noway dilutetheir commitment on Kashmir issue. Notably, even though it took Pakistan
more than 60 year s to come out with such an order on Gilgit Baltistan, it hasfailed miserably to
address core issues of political and constitutional autonomy. This is when things are literally
getting out of control dueto absence of definite political character for thisstrategically important
region.

Asstated inthe earlier issues of the PoK News digest, Chinaisintently strengthening itshold on
the PoK with pools of capital. If one were to speculate on the logical eventuality of the immense
Chinese economic presence, it could lead to some of sort of military presence of China in the
Gilgit Baltistan. And this could adver sely affect the strategic balance in the Indian subcontinent.

Notwithstanding the lack of political understanding between India and Pakistan, cross LoC
trade has bright future prospects if the required financial infrastructure, banks etc and
communication channels are resurrected between the traders on both sides.

Priyanka Singh

October 2009



What’sin a Name: The Rebirth of Gilgit
and Baltistan

Senge Hasnan Sering

For most peoplein Pakistan, Empowerment and Self-
governancePresidentia Order 2009 of Gilgit-Bdtigtan
ispolitical gimmickry faling far short of AJK-style
self rule, which isthelongstanding demand of the
people of Gilgit-Baltistan. Its salient feature is
‘renaming of Gilgit-Bdtigtan' . Therenamingissuemay
seeminconsequential and not worthy of hype, butin
the context of Kashmir, thedevil doeslieinthename.
Whilegoingindetails, onewill find thisissuefar more
threatening to Pakistani intereststhan, for instance,
renaming NWFP as Pakhtuni stan.

Oneisforced to think if the term Gilgit-Baltistan
compromises Pakistan’ sdesigns of nation-building
since it was replaced with a more featureless
nomenclature, Northern Areas. The term was
fabricated to, firstly, provideapseudo-legal cover to
Pakistan’soccupation of theregion and deny historica
connectionwith J& K; secondly, to erasethe pre-1947
political realitiesand conceal indigenousidentities,
which draw attention towards L adakh, Kashmir and
Tibet rather than towardsthe partsof contemporary
Pekistan. Historically, Baltistan was part of Ladakh
within J&K and Baltis and Ladakhis share same
ethnicity, languageand traditions. Ontheother hand,
peopleof Gilgit sharether ethnicity andlanguagewith
thosein Kashmir Valey. Such anotionisthreatening
to the proponentsof Pakistani nationalism, who are
obsessed with two-nation theory, and regard ethnic
andracial linksof Gilgit-Baltistan acrossinto India
harming socid fabric of their country whileit continues
to evolveasaMuslim state. Further, the historical
name also draws ones attention to the UNCIP
resol utions, which demand of Pakistan to withdraw
from theseregionsand reunitethemwith J& K. The
fact that UNCI P resol utions use the name Ladakh
for modern-day Baltistan is also concealed by
Pakistan.

TheNorthern Areas- created by Pakistanin 1974 -
comprises of four different regions of Jammu &
Kashmir, whichare:
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1. Bdtistan; whichwaspart of Ladakh?

2. GilgitAgency; comprisng of modern Gilgit, Ghizer
and Diamer districts. It wasleased to Britishin
1935 for sixty yearsand returned to the Dogras
beforethepartition of India.

3. GilgitWazarat or themodernAgtoredistrict. When
theBritish created the Gilgit agency, itspart onthe
left bank of the Indus River i.e. Astore valley
became a Wazarat. For few years, Astore also
remained part of the Kashmir province.

4. Darel-Tangir, thetribal territories of Jammu &
Kashmir, which are part of the contemporary
Diamer digtrict

It was General Musharraf’sregime, which finally
agreed to abandon the term Northern Areas.
However, ingead of revertingto* Gilgit-Bdtistan’, he
constituted acommitteeto identify amore suitable
name. What doesit meantofind asuitable namethat
will protect Pakistani interestsin theregion? Among
suggested nameswas anondescript term, Gulistan,
whichsmply meansgardenin Persan. Thenationdists
termed this as shameful and a failed attempt to
fabricate anationality and de-link Gilgit-Baltistan
from J&K.

For many in Gilgit, theterm Northern Areasmakes
their existence trivial by reducing the region to a
peripheral geographical entity, but at the sametime,
thename' Gilgit-Baltistan’ also defiesthe spirit to
createaunified nation. For them, thehyphenated name
exposestheethnicfaultlineswithintheNorthernAreas
andhighlightshigtorical rivary of thedynadtiesof Gilgit
and Baltistan. The hyphenated namei.e. Gilgit and
Baltistan, may suggest that both regionsaredistinct,
equal and may compete with each other for control
over servicesand resourceswithinthenewly created
province-like structure. The people of Chitral, who
desirereunificationwith Gilgit-Batistan, al so demand
anamewhichisrepresentative of all threeregions
and conferring the sense of ownershipto all ethnic
groups. Names coined by the nationaliststo represent
theseregionsasanation, likeKarakoram, Boloristan
and Baawaristan, may need an endorsement fromall
ethnic groups.



Pakisanfearsnationdigtsof Gilgit and Batisanuniting
on asingle platform to attain freedom. To counter
such tendencies, the agencies could exploit these
underlying realitiesto advance the scope of divide
and ruleand cause ethnic and sectarianriots. Ethnic
rivalry will wesken the union and allow Pakistanto
usurp Gilgit and annex to NWFP. Pakistani official
mapsaready show Gilgit Agency separated fromthe
rest of J& K. Under the blanket-term of Northern
Areas, Pakistan includes partsof NWFP, soto justify
adminigrativeand palitica relation of Gilgit-Batistan
with the province. Further, under the same pretext, it
alsofalsely claims Baltistan and Astore as parts of
Gilgit Agency, despitethat theseregionswerenot a
part of the British leased-territory. The Baltis
disapproveof reconstruction of history by Pakistan.
They fear alienation and loss of identity within the
Northern Areas, and demand re-instatement of
Ladakh Wazarat. Very few peoplein Pakistan would
admit that until November 2, 1947, Chitral, Swat,
Dir and Shinaki-K ohistan were partsof J& K, which
were annexed by Pakistan and merged into NWFP
only inthe 70s®

The creation of province-like structurefor Gilgit-
Baltistan and its separation from Muzaffarabad isa
continuation of the same policy to nibbleon bitsand
partsof J& K.
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For awhile, theterm * Northern Areas of Pakistan’

digtracted theinternational community fromitsactua

role of promoting self determination for Gilgit-
Bdtistan. Succumbingtoloca pressure, Pakistan has
restored the historical name, which only substantiates
thefact that political avarenessamong the people of
Gilgit-Bdtistan hasimproved. However, Pakisan ill

needsto grant genuine politica autonomy and human
rightstothem. Only timewill tell if Pakistani agencies
were successful inexploiting the hyphenated nameto
divide and rule Gilgit-Baltistan; or whether local

nationalistswere ableto reconnect theseregionswith
J& K andwintheir freedom.

Footnotes

! http://www.risingkashmir.com/
index.php?option=com_content& task=view
&i1d=16403& Itemid=1

2 Gupta, S. (1966), ‘ Kashmir: Study in IndiaPakistan
Relations’, AsiaPublishers, Bombay pp: 25

3 Raina, N. N. (1988), ‘Kashmir Politics And
Imperialist Manoeuvres 1846-1980’, Patriot
Publishers, New Delhi pp. 147

* The Author is Visiting Fellow at IDSA. The views
expressed are his personal and not that of IDSA.



“TheNorthern AreasReformsUndertaken
Dueto Chinese Pressure,”

September 4, 2009

Palitica and adminigrativereformsrecently announced
by Pakistan for itsNorthern Areas, known officially
as Gilgit Baltistan, are aimed at providing better
security cover for thergpidly growing Chineseinterests
intheterritory. Gilgit, the capital, hasacquired the
status of agateway to Central Asiainthewake of a
Pakistan-Chinabarter trade agreement and accords
with Central Asan states.

Chinahasinvested heavily in arangeof projectsin
the Gilgit Batistan and ispoised tolaunch severd new
projects, particularly in power sector, costing billions
of dollars. InAugust 2009, during Zardari’svisitto
China, the countries signed a memorandum of
understanding on construction of a hydro-power
gationa Bunji, inGilgit Batistan.
http://alaiwah.wordpress.com/2009/09/04/the-northern-
areas-reforms-undertaken-due-to-chinese-pressure/

“PM-ArrivesIn Gilgit on Two Day Visit,”
CN News

ISLAMABAD: PrimeMinister Syed Yousuf Raza
Gilani arrivedin Gilgit Batistan on September 29 on
atwo-day visit where he was expected to announce
the development package for the area people.
Governor of Gilgit-Bdtistan Qamar Zaman Kairaand
officialsof Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) welcomed
him. Theprimeminister addressed apublic gathering
today afternoon at Lalak Jan Stadium. Hewasalso
expected to makefinancial announcementsfor Gilgit
Bdtisanduring hisvisit.

http://cnewsworld.co.cc/news/pakistan/pm-arrives-in-
gilgit-on-two-day-visit/

“China violated territorial integrity by
keeping partsof J-K under it”

Hizbul Mujahideen chief, Syed Salahuddin, who
headsthe United Jehad Council (UJC), andliance of
Kashmiri militant groups, said that gifting 43,180 sq
km land belonging to Jammu and Kashmir to China
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in 1963 by Pakistanisaviolation of territoria integrity.
TheHizbul Mujahideen chief, who hasbeenlivingin
Pakistan since 1995, aso said categoricdly that Gilgit-
Baltistanisanintegral part of Jammu and Kashmir
State.

http://www.thai ndian.com/newsportal/india-news/china-
violated-territorial-integrity-by-keeping-parts-of -j-k-
under-it_100253839.htmi#

“Governor Gilgit Baltistan wants
comprehensivefinancial package,”

Associated Press of Pakistan,
September 29, 2009

GILGIT: Governor, Gilgit Baltistan Qamar Zaman
Kairasaid Gilgit Baltistan needs acomprehensive
financial package to undertake development
projects.Speaking at apublic meeting on September
28, he said theregion got acomprehensive political
and administrative packagewhich should befollowed
by substantial financial support. Kairapresenteda
list of demandsto PrimeMinister Yusuf Raza Gilani
to better living standards of the people. Asthearea
has harsh weather conditions, he said thegovernment
employeesshould get weather allowanceequd tothat
giveninBaochigan.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=86765& Itemid=1

“Gunmen kill three, wound eight in
Gilgit,”
Dawn, September 30, 2009

GILGIT: At least three peoplewerekilled whileeight
others injured after gunmen opened fire on a
rival group in Gilgit. Theincident isbelieved to be
sectarian-motivated, possibly inretaliation against a
bomb blast that occurred three daysago in the same
area. One person was killed and four others were
injured in that attack. Security forces have been
deployedto keep control of thelaw and order Stuation
inthearea.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/provinces/09-gunmen-kill ed-
three-wound-eight-in-gilgit—szh-01#



Ahmad Hassan and Faroog Ahmed, “ Rs12
billion set aside for uplift of Gilgit-
Baltistan,”

Dawn, September 30, 2009

GILGIT: Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani
announced a socio-economic package for Gilgit-
Baltistan on September 29. The packageincludesa
seriesof projectsin education, hedth, agricultureand
tourism. Addressing a big public meeting at the
Laakjan Nishar-i-Haider in Gilgit, theprimeminister
said the people of Gilgit-Baltistan would havetheir
own governor, chief minister, anindependent judiciary
anddl ingtitutionswhich cameunder thenew system.
Hesad theregion had ahuge potentia in hydd -power
and tourism which would be expl ored and harnessed
properly to boost economy of thearea. Hotdl business
would begiventhestatusof industry, hefurther added.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/11-rs12-billion-set-aside-for-
uplift-of-gil git-balti stan—il—10

Asif Ezdi, “ The Gilgit-Baltistan bungle,”
The News, September 10, 2009

The Gilgit-Baltistan (Empowerment and Self-
Governance) Order, 2009, approved by the cabinet
onAugust 29 seeksto grant self-ruleto the people of
the areaon the pattern of the autonomy enjoyed by
Azad Jammu and Kashmir. Asthegovernment itself
admits, the promulgeation of thisOrder, which hasnow
been signed by Zardari, implies argjection of the
demand that Gilgit-Baltistan be madeaprovince of
Pakistan and that its people be given the same
congtitutional rights, including representationinthe
National Assembly and the Senate. Thereason given
by the government is that acceptance of these
demands would go against Pakistan’s obligations
under UN Security Council resolutionson Kashmir,
which giveld amabad administrative powersover the
territory but debar any changeinitsstatus.

Given thisself-imposed constraint, the government
had only limited roomfor action. It could only make
those changesinthecondtitutiond structureof Gilgit-
Baltistan which would devolve more powersto the
peopleof theterritory, but not affect itsinternational
status. Thelast two constitutional measures adopted
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by the government for the Northern Areas—in 2000
and 2007 —had al so sought to give more powersto
thed ected Assembly withinthiscongraint. Thescope
for further devolution was thus quite small. It is
therefore no wonder that the changesintroduced by
thelatest congtitutional packageareby no meansof a
radical nature.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=197679

Hameed Shaheen, “ Qayyum, Sikander
agreetoreunite MC factions,”

Pakistan Observer, September 29, 2009

RAWALPINDI: The9-month long splitin Muslim
Conference (MC) that brokeit into two mutually
fiercdy contending factionsinAJK seemsnow certain
to anegotiated heal-up soon with ‘ some structural
re-adjustments’ at the party planein Azad Kashmir.

Explicitindicationsto the party reunification were
reportedly available on September 28 following a
crucial meeting whichtook placeat Mujahid Manzil
between ex-Presidents/Premiers of AJK, Sardar
Abdul Qayyum Khan and Sardar Sikander Hayat
Khan. Present on the respective sideswere L eader
of Opposition in AJK Assembly, Sardar Attique
Ahmed Khan, also president of MC (A), and
Member Kashmir Council, Sardar Farooque
Sikander.

http://pakobserver.net/200909/29/news/topstoriesO4.asp

“GBDA rgects Gilgit Baltistan reforms
package,”

Gilgit Baltistan Tribune, September 28, 2009

Gilgit Baltistan DemocraticAlliance (GBDA) while
rejecting thefedera government’ srecently announced
reforms package demanded to hold el ectionsfor the
first congtitutional assembly of Gilgit Baltistan and
Ladakh. Gilgit Baltistan self empowerment package
isadeliberate attempt to make fool the people of
Gilgit Baltistan aswell asthe concerned authorities
related to theissue, especialy the United Nations,
said secretary general GBDA, Muhammad Wazir
Shafi inastatement issued. He said the so called self
empowerment package has nothing to do with the
bascrightsof thepeopleof Gilgit Baltistan. Besides,
itisaimed at collection of taxesby violatingthe UN



resolutions which said “no taxation without
representation.”

http://gbtribune.bl ogspot.com/2009/09/ghda-resj ectes-
gilgit-baltistan-reforms.html

“Public institutions to have positive
impact on Gilgit-Baltistan people,”
Associated Press of Pakistan

September 28, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Setting up of independent ingtitutions
in Gilgit-Baltistan are hoped to pave way for early
resolution of masses problemsandfecilitatethemina
better way. People of Gilgit-Baltistan had to face
numerous problems in view of the absence of
inditutionslikeElection Commission, Auditor Generd
and Public Service Commission. But, issuance of
Gilgit-Baltistan (Empowerment and Governance)
Order 2009 will not only facilitatethe Northern Areas
peopl e but also end their sense of deprivation.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.php?option=com_content& task=view&id=86714& Itemid=2

“Section-144 in Gilgit; pillion riding
banned,”
The News, September 27, 2009

GILIGIT: Authoritieshave banned pillionriding in
Gilgit city by imposing section-144 whiledl thearms
licenses have been cancelled. Police hasarrested 8
peopleon chargesof rioting. District Magisrate Gilgit
imposed section-144 in thecity following thebomb
blast andriotsin Gilgit, banning pillionriding. Besdes,
all thearmslicenseswere cancelled.

The citizens have asked to cooperate with the law
enforcing agencies.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp?d=87717

Usman Manzoor, “ Lawyersseek PM help
iInAJK CJ’sappointment case,”
September 28, 2009

ISLAMABAD: After getting acold responsefrom
theattorney Genera (AG) of Pakistaninthe Supreme
Court, Lawyersof Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
havewritten aletter to Prime Minister Syed Yusuf
Raza Gilani, demanding hispersona indulgenceto
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direct theAGfor early submissonof concisestatement
inthe apex court regarding important petitionsof AJK
judges. The AJK judges and lawyers have filed
petitionsin the Supreme Court of Pakistan to make
the senior most judge of the AJK superior judiciary
asitschief justice.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=200469

“PML-Q for NA body meeting on Gilgit-
Baltistan,”
The News, September 29, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid
(PML-Q), MNA Marvi Memon decided to call a
meeting of the National Assembly Standing
Committeeon Northern Areasto discussthe passing
of the self-governance order without the approval of
theNorthernAreasLegidativeAssembly (NALA)
or the Kashmir and Northern Areas Standing
Committee despitethe primeminister’scommitment.
Inaletter to Chairman National Assembly Standing
Committeeon Kashmir Affairsand Northern Areas,
ShehzadaMohiuddin, Marvi Memon stated that the
standing committee had only met once sincethe PPP
government took charge 18 months back.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=200541

“PPP and PML-Q stretch musclesfor
Gilgit-Baltistan polls,”

Associated Press of Pakistan

September 28, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and
Pakistan Muslim League Quaid-e-Azam (PML-Q)
aredretchingtheir musclesfor giving each other tough
timeinupcoming Gilgit-Bdtisan LegidaiveAssembly
elections. Themaiden e ectionsafter implementation
of Presdentid Reforms Packagefor Gilgit-Bdtistan
Assembly; previously called Northern Areas
LegislativeAssembly (NALA), would be held on
November 12, 2009 under supervision of the court.
Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly consists of total 33 seats
out of which 24 membersaredirectly elected while
three seatsarereserved for technocrats and six for
women.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=86711& Itemid=2



“Gilani to head Gilgit-Baltistan Council,”
Daily Times, September 27, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Under the recently promulgated
Gilgit-Baltistan Self Governance Order 2009, the
primeminister will head the Gilgit-Batistan Council.
The council will consist of the Gilgit—Baltistan
Governor and six members chosen from among
federal ministersand parliamentariansrecommended
by the prime minister. The federal minister for
Kashmir Affairsand Gilgit-Batistan will bethenon-
voting ex-officio member and minister in charge of
thecouncil.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C27%5Cstory 27-9-
2009_pg7_20

“Four Kkilled in violence after blast in
Gilgit,”
Daily Times, September 27, 2009

GILGIT: Four people, including two policemen, were
on September 26 shot dead in variousincidents of
violencein Gilgitfollowingablastinalocal bookshop,
officidsstated. They said theexplosiveswere placed
in abookstore in abusy market in Gilgit and the
explosion killed one and injured four people.
Following theblast, enraged protestors started pelting
shopswith stonesand one of the groupsclashed with
thepoliceaswell, inwhich Superintendent, Ali Sher
wasshot dead. A policeofficia wasa sokilled when
protestersfired at apolicevan. Rangersand police
stepped up security and increased patrolling.
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/

default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C27%5Cstory 27-9-
2009 pol 8

Luv Puri, “ The complex reality of the
NorthernAreas,”
Dawn, September 24, 2009

Over the years, Pakistan has tried to leverage the
geographical advantage of theNorthernAreasfor its
strategic and economic objectives. However, until
now, the government desisted from heeding the
demand for provincid statusfor the Northern Areas
owingtoaconcernthat it would justify future attempts
by Indiato absorb two-thirdsof Jammu and Kashmir.
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Itisinthiscontext that the recent political package,
the Gilgit-Baltistan Empowerment and Self
Governance Order, 2009, has been criticised in
variousquartersin Jammu and Kashmir, including by
pro-independence groups such as the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) and pro-Pakistani
groupssuch asthe Hizbul Mujahideenand itspatron,
the Jamaat-e-19ami, which demandsaccesson of the
state to Pakistan.

TheNawaz Sharif-led Mudlim League (PMLN) has
aso expresseditsdisapproval of thedecision, adding
that PrimeMinigter Yousuf Raza Gilani’sgovernment
should have consulted the National Assembly before
announcing a political package for the Northern
Areas. Amanullah Khan, theleader of the JKLF, ina
press statement argued that legally, the Northern
Areasisapart of the state of Jammu and Kashmir.

http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/pakistan/02-the-compl ex-reality-of -
the-northern-areas-02

“Gilgit-Baltistan polls on Nov 12,
Dawn, September 24, 2009

SKARDU: Nomination papersfor election to the
Gilgit-Batistan LegidativeAssembly will beaccepted
until October 1 and pollingwill beheld on November
12. According to thed ection scheduleannounced here,
thelast datefor submission of objectionsis October
9andthefind list for candidateswill bedisplayedon
October 15. Election symbols will be alotted on
October 17. The results will be announced on
November 14. According to atelevision channd, the
regiona government hasdecided to gppoint thejudges
asreturning officers.
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-

library/dawn/the-newspaper/national /gil gitbal tistan-
polls-on-nov-12-499

“PML-N sees pre-poll rigging by govt in
Gilgit-Baltistan,”
The News, October 4, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Mudim League-N leveled
adlegationof pre-pall riggingin Gilgit-Batistan against
the government. Addressing anews conferencein
Islamabad, PML-N leader and member Gilgit-



Bdtistan e ection committee, Sddiqul Farooq aleged
that the government is putting in excessive usethe
resourcesand adminigrative power in Gilgit-Baltistan
ahead of the upcoming elections. Transfers and
postingson government’ssweet will arealso being
undertaken, making the electoral process
controversia, hefurther added.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp? d=88207

“Govt to table accountability bill in NA:
PM,”
Daily Times, September 21, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Thegovernment, inconsultationwith
the opposition, intendsto table anew accountability
bill intheNationa Assembly, PrimeMinister Yousuf
RazaGilani stated on September 20. Gilani madethe
comments during ameeting with Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) President, RajaZulgarnain Khan,
who met him at PM’s House to discuss the
accountability system in AJK. The PM asked
Zulgarnain to ensure transparency in AJK’s
accountability system. TheAJK president informed
the PM of someanomaliesinthe constitution, which
Gilani said would be discussed at the next AJK
Council mesting.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C21%5Cstory 21-9-
2009_pg7_9

“Sate Terrorism is Responsible for
Human Rights Violations in Balochistan
and Gilgit-Baltistan of Pakistan”

Inapublic meeting asasideevent of the 12th Sesson
of the UN Human Rights Council being held from
14th September to 2 October, 2009 in Geneva,
Switzerland, participants said that stateterrorismis
respongblefor humanrightsviolationsinBalochistan
province of Pakistan and the Gilgit-Baltistan region
adminigtered by Pakistan. Themeseting wasorganized
by Commission to Study the Organization of Peace,
an NGO having UN Consultative Status with
ECOSOC on the topic of Human Rights and
Terrorism: International Responsibilities. Itisvery sad
that some countriesare patronizing terrorist groups
liketheTdiban and othersonly becausethey clamto
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be holy warriorsserving one particular religion. He
saidthat terroristshavenoreligion and they aregoing
toharmevery one.

http://www.busi nesswireindia.com/
PressRel ease.asp?b2mi d=20092#

Justice Syed Manzoor H. Gilani,
“ Authority of GOPtogovernAJK and GB,”
Kashmir Watch, September 22, 2009

Gilgit-Baltistan Self Governance Order 2009, isa
wel come bresk through for further emancipationand
empowerment of thevaliant people of theareaand a
wisepolitical and diplomaticdecison in reiterating the
historical redlity that, theareaisapart of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir and itsultimate dispensation has
to bein accordance with the UN resolutionswithin
thespirit of Art 257 of the Constitution of Pakistan.
But, providing for appointment of governor by
president of Pakistan and designating theelected chief
executiveaschief minister likeall other provincesof
Pakistan and India, and unlike AJK, creates
mi sperceptionswhich militate against the spirit of
keeping it bracketed with Kashmir dispute.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showexclusives.php?subaction=showfull & id=1253630244&
archive=& start_from=& ucat=15& varlnews=valuelnews

“The autonomy delusion of Gilgit —
Baltistan,”

Pakistan Times, September 23, 2009

Themuch awaited package of structural adjustment
reforms was unveiled by the prime minister of
Pakistan, Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani, after acabinet
meeting on September 23. Despite of high claimsof
granting internal autonomy, a governor, to be
appointed by the president, and the prime minister,
himsdlf, have been madethe supremeauthorities. The
Gilgit —Baltistan Council would be chaired by the
prime minister, who will not be el ected by votes of
the people of Gilgit—Baltistan, whilean un-elected
governor, to be appointed by the president, would
act as vice — chairman of the council. This
arrangement isbeing seen asamajor ploy to control
theelected representatives of Gilgit—Baltistan. Itis
for thevery first time, in history of the country, that a
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serving federa minister hasbeen gppointed governor
of apolitical entity within Pakistan.

http://www.pak-times.com/2009/09/23/the-autonomy-
delusion-of-gilgit-baltistan/

Tarig Nagash, “ Reconstitution of AJK
judiciary demanded,”
Dawn, September 19, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: The president of the ruling
faction of Mudlim Conference (M C-F) RgaFarooq
Haider on September 18 demanded of the chairman
Azad Jammu and Kashmir Council (PrimeMinister
of Pakistan) to dissolveand reconstitutethe superior
judiciary inAJK which healleged was overstepping
itsauthority androle.

“Thejudiciary issupposed to check the other two
organsof the state - executive and legislature- and
do not trepassinto their jurisdiction but unfortunately
thesituation has been other way roundinAJK. Here
thejudiciary has assumed therole of the other two
organs aswell,” he said at a press conference in
Muzaffarabad.

http://global politicsnews.com/?p=435

“PH UK decides to challenge Gilgit-
Baltistan constitutional package’
Non-Governmental Organizations Alliance for
Protection of Human Rights United Kingdom
(NAPHR UK) and Jammu Kashmir Council for
Human Rights have rejected the Gilgit-Baltistan
Empowerment and Self-Governance Order 2009.
MeanwhiletheAlliancefor the Protection of Human
Rights Organi zationshasdecided to challengethesaid
act in the courts of Pakistan and Azad Jammu and
Kashmir.

http:/Avww.sananews.com.pk/english/2009/09/17/ph-uk-
decides-to-challenge-gil git-balti stan-congtititoonal -package/

“Kashmir stancenot to be affected by
Gilgit-Baltistan autonomy: Gilani,”
Associated Press of Pakistan, September 16, 2009
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Syed Yusaf Raza
Gilani on September 16 said the grant of internal
autonomy to Gilgit-Batistanwould not haveany impact
on Pakistan's stance on the Kashmir dispute.
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Addressing an Iftar reception at the PM House, the
Prime Minister dismissed apprehensions that
autonomy to country’s Northern Areas would
compromise country’s stance on Kashmir. “I
categorically announce that this decision of the
government would have no negative impact onthe
Kashmir issue.” He said the provision of internal
autonomy to Gilgit Baltistan was fulfillment of
government’s promise made with the peopl e of the
area

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=86068& Itemid=1

“Gilgit-Baltistan package regressive:
PML-Q leader,”
The News, September 17, 2009

ISLAMABAD: PML-Qlegidator Marvi Memonon
September 16 raised questions about the federal
government’sGilgit-Baltistan package, alleging the
packagewas* regressive’ rather than progressveand
had no constitutional cover. Addressing a press
conference here at the PML House, MNA Marvi
Memon dubbed the appointment of Minister for
Information and Broadcasting Qamar Zaman Kaira
astheActing Governor of Gilgit-Baltistan ahuge
question mark over thesincerity of thegovernment to
giveautonomy tothe peopleof Gilgit-Bdtistan.

http://Aww.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=198957

Iftikhar Gilani, “India lodges protest over
Bunji dam, Gilgit-Baltistan package,”
Daily Times, September 12, 2009

NEW DELHI: Indialodged aprotest on September
11 against Islamabad granting the self-governance
packageto Gilgit-Bdtistan and plansto build amulti-
billion-dollar dam in the area, which Delhi terms
‘disputed territory’. The damisbeing built in the
Adoredidrict of Gilgit Batiganwiththehedp of China

Thelndian government “lodged aprotest today over
the proposed construction of the Bunji Hydroelectric
Projectinapart of the state of Jammu and Kashmir
under illegal occupation of Pakistan,” an Indian
statement said. Indian Foreign office spokesman
Vishnu Prakash said Delhi had protested against
|slamabad’ srecent * Gilgit-Baltistan Empowerment
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and Self Governance Order —2009' .He claimed the
entire Jammu and Kashmir regionwasanintegra part
of Indiaby virtueof accessonin1947.“Thesocalled
Gilgit-Baltistan Empowerment and Self Governance
Order-2009isyet another cosmetic exerciseintended
to camouflage Pakigtan'sillega occupation,” hefurther
stated.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C12%5Cstory_12-9-
2009_pg7_8

“JI AJK tohold APC today: Turabi,”
Kashmir Watch

MUZAFFARABAD: Abdur Rashid Turabi, Jamaat-
e-lsdami Azad Jammu and Kashmir Amir, said that
the nation rejects Gilgit-Baltistan package and a
meeting of all political parties of AJK and Gilgit-
Baltistan wasbeing called today on September 11 to
deviseunanimousstrategy over theissue. Talking to
delegationsof different political partieswhichcaled
on himfollowing hisvisit on September 29, J AJK

Amir saidthat i ssuance of the package without taking
the stakehol dersinto confidenceisan unwise move.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/

showheadlines.php?subacti on=showfull & id=1252643090
&archive=& start_from=& ucat=1& varOnews=va ueOnews

“PM approvesfortifying of M uzaffar abad
dam”

September 12, 2009

ThePrimeMinister accorded approval for fortifying
of Muzaffarabad Dam at acost of Rs42 million. He
also directed release of fundsfor the construction of
WapdaMode TowninMuzaffarabad. Hewastaking
to Prime Minister of Azad Jammu Kashmir (AJK)
Sardar Muhammad Yagoob Khan at the PM House
on September 11.

http://www.hi pakistan.com/ss/2009/09/12/news/english/
pm-approves-muzaffarabad-dam.html#

“Kairatakes oath as Gilgit-Baltistan
gover nor today,”
Daily Times, September 15, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and
Broadcasting, Qamar Zaman Kairatook oath asthe
acting governor of Gilgit-Baltistan on September 15,
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according toaformal notificationfor hisnomination.
Thechief judgeof the SupremeA ppellate Court would
administered the oath of officetoKaira
http://ww.dailytimes.com.pk/

default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C15%5Cstory 15-9-
2009_pg7_25

“Left out’” Kashmiri leader ship pans Pak
govt. for Gilgit-Baltistan reforms,”
September 5, 2009

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan government’s new
adminigrativereformsfor theNorthernAress, Gilgit-
Baltistan, havenot gonedownwed | withinthepolitica
leadership of theregion. Thereforms, which allow
autonomy totheregion, havebeen severely criticized
by |eadersof Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK), who
demanded that al theleadersfrom Kashmir must be
thoroughly consulted before suchimportant decisons
aretaken.

http://www.thai ndian.com/newsportal/south-asia/l eft-out-

kashmiri-leadership-pans-pak-govt-for-gil git-baltistan-
reforms_100243079.html#

“Kashmiri leader ship briefed on Gilgit-
Baltistan issue,”
The News, September 04, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Theforeign office briefed Kashmiri
leadership on Gilgit-Baltistan issue on September 3.
The President of Azad Kashmir RagjaZulgarnain,
Prime Minister Sardar Yagoob, opposition leader,
Sardar Atiq Khan, former Prime Minister Sardar
Sikandar Hyatt, leadersof Hurriyat Conferenceand
other leaders and officials of Federal ministry for
Kashmir Affairsand Northern Areas attended the
briefing. Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi
briefed the Kashmiri |eadership about reasonsfor the
formation of Gilgit-Bdtigan division, itsobjectivesand
adminigrativestructure.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/updates.asp?d=86370
Shaiq Hussain, “Kashmirisreect NAs

autonomy,”
The Nation, September 05, 2009

ISLAMABAD - TheKashmiri leadership on Friday
announced their full support to Pakistan’seffortsfor
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the revival of stalled Indo-Pak peace process,
however, demanded their inclusion aswell in the
resumed dia ogue between the nuclear neighbours.

Anofficia saidthebriefing at the Foreign Officewas
aimed at taking Kashmiri leaders on board for the
‘Gilgit-Baltistan Empowerment and Saf-Governance
Order 2009’ in the wake of criticism by PML-N
leader, Nawaz Sharif and senior Kashmiri leader, Yasin
Malik.

http://www.nation.com.pk/paki stan-news-newspaper-
daily-english-online/Politics/05- Sep-2009/K ashmiris-
reject-NAs-autonomy

Irfan Ghauri, “PML-N decidestoform an
AJK chapter,”
Daily Times, September 1, 2009

ISLAMABAD: ThePakisanMudim L eague-Nawaz
(PML-N) decided to form its Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) chapter —that would mainly consist
of present ruling alliance in the AJK. An AJK
delegation, including People sMudim Leaguechief,
Barrister Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry and AJK
LegidativeAssembly Speaker, Shah Ghulam Qadir
held ameeting with PML-N chief Nawaz Sharif to
discussthe merger of al groups.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asp?page=2009%5C09%5C01%5Cstory_1-9-
2009 pg7_33

October 2009
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Tarig Nagash “ AJK financedepartment
defies rules,”

Dawn, September 26, 2009

MUZAFFARABAD: Inwhat many officid circles
regard as sheer disregard to clear ingtructions of the
federal government aswell astreasury rules, theAJK
finance department released a tranche of Rs210
million to the Local Government and Rural
Development (LG& RD) department under alleged
intense pressure by thegovernment in order to alow
the department to carry on its practice of advance
withdrawa of fundsfor development activities.

Sources stated that the AJK government had formed
acommitteein March, with additiona chief secretary
(development) as its head and secretary finance,
secretary LG&RD and accountant general as its
members, tolook into and submit recommendations
about the mode of spending by the LG&RD
department.

http://global politicsnews.com/?p=448

“Pak to tap Gilgit-Baltistan gems,”
September 23, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan ishoping that the precious
stonesfoundin Gilgit-Baltistan will helptheregion
get economic stability and the government plansto
tap the stones by bringing modern technology and
investment. A comprehensive plan was being
prepared to bring investment in various sectorsand
developtheareato bringit at par with other regions
in the country. Tourism, mining and hydel-power
potentia of Gilgit-Baltistan would changethefate of
theregion andlocal and foreigninvestorswould be
invited and offered incentives.

http://www.commodityonline.com/news/Pak-to-tap-Gil git-
Baltistan-gems-21339-3-1.html#

“Banking facilities urged for cross-LoC
trade,”

The News, September 13, 2009
SRINAGAR: Whentrade acrossthe Line of Control
(LoC) indisputed Kashmir resumed after gap of nearly

60 years, there was euphoria. Almost a year on,
bus nesshas soared, touching Rs26.30 crore but many
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aredisheartened with the“ medieval exchange” of
goods. Busnessmeninindianhed Kashmiring st that
goods are being bartered, with no money changing
hands and both sides evaluating productssolely in
termsof their own currencies. “We actually do not
know how thistradewill continuein the absence of
banking and other moderntradefacilities. Thereisno
telephonic communication and no sgquaring up of
accounts between usand tradersin Muzaffarabad in
PoK” atrader stated.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?d=198123

“Cross-LoC trade gains momentum,”
September 11, 2009

MIRPUR: The cross-LoC trade between AJK and
Indian-held Kashmir through Poonch-Rawal akot
route picked up momentum after it touched anal time
high on Tuesday, September 7to Rs24.2 millionand
crossed Rs40 million for thefirst timeintwo days
(Tuesday and Wednesday) fixed for theweekly trade,
officia sourcesstated.

[temsworth Rs24.2 million were exchanged under
trans-L oC tradethrough Chakan-Da-Bagh-Taitrinote
entry point by thetradersof both sidesof theline of
control, the highest figurefor aday sincethelaunch
of cross-LoC trade on Poonch-Rawlakot route on
October 22 |ast year.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1l.asp?d=197733

Ansar Abbasi, “Rs207bn power project
awar ded without bids,”

The News, September 16, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Inviolaionof thegovernment' spolicy
and without going through an open bidding process
inmegaprojects, thegovernment first sgned anMoU
and thenissued aL etter of Interest (Lol) for Rs207
billion ($2.5hillion) 1,050 MW K oha ahydropower
project to aChinesecompany. The Chinalnternationa
Waeter & Electric Corporation (CWE) isnow seeking
an extensioninthetimefor preparing thefeasbility
study and evenwaiversfrom the ECC and the cabinet
approva isbeing sought to givealegal cover towhat
hasbeendoneillegdly.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/top_story detail.asp? d=24556
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Syed Fazl-e-Haider, “ Chineseshun
Pakistan exodus’

QUETTA: China, rather than have itsworkersin
Pakigtan jointheexodusof foreignerswho arequitting
thestrife-torn country because of security concerns,
thedismal state of theeconomy or both, isincreasing
itsinvolvement there and planning further projects.
Thenumber of ChineseengineersworkinginPakistan
has surged to 10,000 thisyear from 3,000 in 2008,
working on 120 projectsin different sectors of the
economy. Chinaisasoinvolvedina750-kilometer
railway linking thetwo countries, from Havellianto
the 4,730-meter-high Khunjerab Pass in Gilgit-
Bdtistan. Havellianislinked with therest of therail
network in Pakistan, and the Chinesewill lay track
withinitsterritory upto Khunjerab.

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South Asia/lK111Df01.html

“Pak-China soon to initiate work on
development project at AJK,”
Associated Press of Pakistan, September 8, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China September 8
agreed to ensure fast track achievement of
prerequisites so that the work on the devel opment
projectsin Muzaffarabad, Rawa akot and Bagh could
be initiated without any delay. To ensure swift
implementation of AJK urban devel opment projects,
ameting between ChineseAmbassador L uo Zhaohui
and ERRA'sDeputy Chairman, Lt Gen Sgjjad Akram
was held here on September 8. It should be noted
that two Chinese companies are already assisting
ERRA for the completion of Urban Development
Programmeinthreecitiesof AJK, MoU for which
wasa so signed in February 2009.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=85648& Itemid=2

“JKLF Delegation Meets UK Foreign
Office officials,”
September 24, 2009

The Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF)
delegation led by its head of Diplomatic Affairs,
Professor Zafar Khan, made representationsto the

October 2009

UK Foreign & Commonwesdlth Office-FCO on Gilgit
Bdtiganissuea amedtingin London JKLF delegation
expressed itsconcern about Pakistan’smoveto give
Gilgit-Batistanaprovincelikestatusespecidly since
the region was not part of Pakistan but anintegral
part of the state of Jammu Kashmir.

http://newsblaze.com/story/20090924172649zzzz.nb/
topstory.html#

“British Kashmiris smell conspiracy in
Gilgit-Baltistan package,”
Kashmir Watch

LONDON: UK based Kashmiri palitica partieshave
rejected the ‘ Self Governance Order of federal
government for thepeopleof Gilgit and Bdtisan saying
that it will negatively affect Kashmir’sstrugglefor right
to self determination. Addressing apress conference
inLondon, Mohammad Ghalib, President All Parties
Kashmir International Coordination Committee
(APKICC), analianceof British Kashmiri parties
strongly opposed the package. He termed it a
conspiracy to annex the areainto Pakistan without
taking the people of Kashmir into confidence.

http://www.kashmirwatch.com/
showexclusives.php?subaction=showful | & id=1252023659
&archive=& start_from=& ucat=15& varlnews=vauelnews

“Saudi king sendsdatesfor earthquake
victims,”
The News, September 15, 2009

ISLAMABAD: KingAbdullahbinAbdulazizAl Saud
sent 50 tons of dates to Pakistan for distribution
among the people hit by the October 2005
earthquake. Whilecollecting thecartons, Abdullah Al-
Baraq, acting regional director of the Saudi Public
Assistance for Pakistan Earthquake Victims
(SPAPEV), told reportersthat these packetswoul d
be distributed among the earthquake victims of the
AJK and NWFPHesaid that King Abdullah had sent
this gift as a goodwill gesture for the earthquake
vicims.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/print1.asp?d=198588
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Other Developments

Saqjid Chaudhry, “ SCO plansto expand
telecom structurein AJK, Northern

Areas,”
Daily Times, September 25, 2009

ISLAMABAD: Specid Communication Organization
(SCO) plans to expand its telecommunication
infragtructureinAzad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit
Bdtistantoincrease accessto thetelecommunication
servicesfor government departmentsaswell asgenerd
public. Thethree projectsare expansion of existing
GSM communicationsyseminNorthernAress, laying
of Optical Fiber Cableto connect remotelocations
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Northern Areas
and re-location of already laid SCO’ stel ecom assets
dueto up-gradation of Karakoram Highway from
Rawlakot to Khunjrab.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/
default.asppage=2009%5C09%5C25%5Cstory_25-9-
2009 _pg5 15

“78 development Projectslaunched in
Astore district of Gilgit-Balistan,”

Associated Press of Pakistan
September 26, 2009

ASTORE: Executive Engineer, PWD, Digtrict Agtore,
Amir Hussain said that some 78 developmental
projectsworth millionsof rupeeshave been launched
in upper regions of district Astore to bring this
backward areaat par with rest of devel oped areas of
the country. He al so noted that the accel erated pace
of development is undertaken at the behest of the
federa government, whichistaking keeninterestin
thedevel opment of Gilgit-Bdistan. Amir Hussainsad
that these devel opment projectsincludefive projects
of tourism, 20 projectsof transport, 21 projects of
PPH, four projectsof Irrigations departmentswhile
22 projectsof education and Health sectorsadding
thework onthese projectsareinfull swing.

http://www.app.com.pk/en_/
index.phpoption=com_content& task=view& id=86618& Itemid=2
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(Other Developments continued after Abbreviations)

ABBREVIATIONS

AJKHEB Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Hydro Electric Board

AJK Azad Jammu & Kashmir

APHC All Parties Hurriyat
Conference

BNF Balawaristan National Front

CBM Confidence Building Measures

CDP Community Development
Programme

FATA Federally Administered Tribal
Areas

FBR Federal Board of Revenue

GBDA Gilgit-Baltistan Democratic
Alliance

GBUM Gilgit Baltistan United
Movement

I1SI Inter Services Intelligence

JIAJK Jamaat-e-Islami Azad Jammu
& Kashmir

KAC Kashmiri American Council

KKH Karakoram Highway

KNM Karakoram National
Movement

LoC Line of Control

NLI Northern Light Infantry

NALA Northern Areas Legislative
Assembly

NAEDC Northern Areas Executive
Development Committee

NWFP North West Frontier Province

PoK Pakistan Occupied Kashmir

POGB Pakistan occupied Gilgit
Baltistan

PPP Pakistan Peoples’ Party

uJc United Jihad Council

WAPDA Water and Power

Development Authority
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“BISP Chair person FarzanaRaja Said
National Proverty Survery Soon”

ISLAMABAD: National Poverty Survey’ under
Benazir Income Support Programme (BI SP) would
be carried out soon to ascertain the percentage of
poor inthe country. Chairperson BISP, FarzanaRaja
noted that the pilot project of poverty survey initiated
in 16 poorest districts of al the provincesincluding
Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan has
been completed. Thenational survey will beinitiated
soon to identify moredeserving familiesand will be
completed by June 2010, she stated.

http://www.apaki stannews.com/bi sp-chairperson-farzana-
raja-sai d-national -proverty-survery-soon-137528#

Shabbir Mir, “ Dying Shinalanguagefinds
asaviour, after all,”
Rising Kashmir, September 26, 2009

GILGIT: TheKarakorum International University
(KIU) hassteppedintorescueGilgit-Batistan'smaor
diadect - Shina- fromextinction. Shina, thedominant
language being spoken by approximately 60 percent
people of thisregion, and also spoken in parts of
Jammu & Kashmir, isfacing danger of extinction
because of lack of patronage by the government and
the civil society’s insufficient contribution in the
erswhileNorthernAreas, whereapackageof political
reforms unveiled recently by the Prime Minister
upgradeditsstatus.

http://www.risingkashmir.com/
index php?option=com_content& tesk=view& i0=16548& ltemic=1

October 2009

17



Pakistan occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoK) is
congtitutionally anintegral part of theIndian Union
and remainsunder Pakistani occupation since 1947,
when Pakisan'sArmy engineered atribd invasonand
took control of morethan 114,500 squarekilometers
of J&K. In 1949, the leaders of AJK Muslim
Conferencewereforced to hand over Gilgit Bdtistan
Regionsto the Pakistani federd government through
the'Karachi Agreement’. Sincethen Gilgit & Bdtistan
areruled directly from Islamabad. Again in 1963,
Pakistan ceded Trans-Karakoram Track including a
segment of Baltistan Region known as'Shaksgam'’
and part of Gilgit Regionknown as'Raskam'to China.
Further, Chitral and parts of Chilas called Shinaki
Kohistan, which constituted parts of Jammu &
Kashmir before its partition in 1947, were also
mergedinto the NWFP of Pakistanin 1970 and 1955

respectively.

Total Area of PoK (under the current form):
85,793 sg. km

Administrative Divisions: Two, namely Mirpur-
Muzaffarabad and Gilgit & Baltistan; referredtoas
Azad Jammu & Kashmir or AJK, and the‘ Northern
Areas respectively by the government of Pakistan

Area ceded to China by Pakistan: 5,800 sq
kilometers

AZAD IJAMMU & KASHMIR (AJK)

After the partition of Jammu & Kashmir, the
Muzaffarabad district of Kashmir province, and
Mirpur and parts of Poonch districts of Jammu
province went into Pakistani occupation. Pakistan
amal gamated these districtstogether and created the
so-caledAJK. A isenvisaged asan autonomous
region by Pakistan. The government of AJK is
considered as a parallel government, which was
established to challengethelegitimacy of the J& K
government in Srinagar. Despitethefact that AXK is
neither acountry nor aprovinceof Pakistan, it hasits
own President, aPrime Minister, aSupreme Court,
national anthem and aflag. These structuresand the
designationsareonly titular in natureand red authority
lieswiththefederd government of Pakistan. Significant
matters such as defence, supposed ‘foreign policy’,
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rehabilitation of refugeesandthefinancid control have
been carefully placed under the discretion of the
political establishment of Pakistan. Asof today, the
partsof Kashmir provinceunder PoK isdividedinto
threedistrictsof Muzaffarabad, Bagh and Neelum,
while the parts of Jammu province under PoK is
dividedintofivedigtrictsnamely Poonch/Rawaakat,
Sudhnati/Pallandari, Bhimber, Kotli and Mirpur.

Area: 13,297 squarekm

Jammu (Mirpur Division) comprising of 5 districts:
Bhimber, Kotli, Mirpur, Sudhnati/Pallandari and
Rawal akot/Poonch

Kashmir (Muzaffarabad Division) comprisesof 3
digtricts Bagh, Muzaffarabad and Nedlum

Population: 2.973 million (1998 popul aton census)
Male, 1.850million Female, 1.832 million)

Capital: Muzzaffarabad
President: RgaZulgarnain Khan
PrimeMinister: Sardar Muhammad Yagoob Khan

“Azad Jammu and Kashmir” Council: Total 12
members- 6 each representing governmentsof AJK
and Pakistan. The AJK Council is headed by the
PrimeMinister of Pakistan.

LegidativeAssembly: Total seatsare49, of which 29
aredirectly eectedfromtheA X, 11 areelected from
Pakistan under the provision for the ‘Kashmiri
refugees, whereasrest of the 8 seats are reserved
for females, overseasKashmirisand thetechnocrats.

Ethnic Groups. Gujjars, Jats, Mughal, Rajputs,
Sudhan, Awan, Qureshi, Pashtuns, Shins, Baltisetc.

Religious Groups: Sunni, Ahlehadith, Shia,
Nurbakhshi, Chrigtians, Qadianis, Hindus

L anguages. Punjabi, Hindko, Pahari, Kashmiri,
Balti, Puriki, Shina

Palitical Groups: United Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples National Party, AJK Muslim Conference,
International Kashmir Alliance, JK National Party,
Jammu & Kashmir Liberation Front (Amanullah),
Peoples United Action Committee, All Parties
Nationd Alliance (APNA)
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GILGIT BALTISTAN

Gilgit Baltistan was initialy referred to by the
government of Pekistan asthe Federdly Administered
Northern Areas (FANA). It is the northernmost
political entity within the Pakistan occupied Jammu
& Kashmir (PoK) and isunder direct control of the
Islamabad government. The area, after separation of
Chitrd and Shinaki Kohistan, isdtill fiveand haf times
bigger to that of AJK. The status of the Gilgit
Baltistanisnot defind in the successive congtitutions
of Pekistan. Pakistan accepts Gilgit Baltistan aspart
of the Princely State of Jammu & Kashmir, however,
doesnot consider it aspart of AJK. Dueto adirect
control imposed from Idamabad, thelocasstill await
basic political andjudicia rights. For instance, they
do not have the right to cast vote and lack
representation in the National Assembly and the
Senate of Pakistan. Further, they cannot accessthe
provincial high courtsaswell asthe Supreme Court
of Pakistanfor justice. The Judicial Commissioner
exercisesjudicial powersin Gilgit Baltissanwhois
apolitica figurenominated by theMinister for Kashmir
and Northern Areas Affairs. The Northern Areas
LegidativeAssembly (NALA) isapalitica indtitution
which lacks power to legidate and isheaded by the
Minigter for Kashmir and Northern AreasAffars, who
is currently a Member of the National Assembly
elected fromthe Gujrat district of Punjab province.

Area: 72,496 km

Population: 870,347 (1998 popul ation census)
Capital: Gilgit

Districts: six

Baltistan Regionisdivided into Gancheand Skardu
digtricts

Gilgit RegionisdividedintoAstore, Diamer, Ghizar
and Gilgitdigtricts

Ethnic Groups: Shin, Balti, Puriki, Ladakhi, Wakhi,
Yashkun, Tibetan, Mongol, Mon, Pashtun, Khowar,
Dom, Gujjar and Kashmiri

Religious Groups: Shia (Twelvers), Nurbakhshi
(Twelvers), lsmaili, Sunni, and Ahlehadith
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L anguages. Shina, Balti, Wakhi, Khowar, Gujjari,
Burushaski, Puriki, Kashmiri, Pashto

Legidature: NorthernAreasL egidativeAssembly
(NALA) Total 30 seats, of which 24 are directly
elected and 6 femalemembersare selected by NALA
members.,

Chairman NALA: Qamar Zaman Kaira

Chief Executive NALA: NALA wasdissolved on
July 25, 2009 beforeit could completeits 5-years
term, and along with that, advisorsto the Chairman
including the Chief Executiveweresacked. Elections
for NALA will now be heldin October 2009.

Political Groups: Bawaristan National Front
(BNF), Gilgit Batigan ThinkersForum, Gilgit Batistan
United Movement (GBUM), Baltistan National
Movement, Karakoram National Movement, Gilgit
Baltistan Democratic Alliance (GBDA), Gilgit
Baltistan National Alliance (GBNA), All Parties
National Alliance (APNA)

Literacyrate: 15% male- 3.5%female(World Bank
estimatesof 1997)

Sateof Infrastructure: More than two-thirds of
thevillageslack potablewater, e ectricity, telephone,
hedlth units, girls' schools, paved roads, ration depat,
and pony tracks.
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referred as‘ Azad Kashmir’ and * Northern Areas’ by the gover nment of Pakistan.
The newsreports have been abridged to provide clarity. IDSAisnot responsible
for the accuracy and authenticity of the news items.
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